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Honoring Heroes One Step at a Time

By Gene Campbell
With each step up the bleachers of
Roger G. Brookes Il Field at King .

William County High School, local e Y, gy,
firefighters and recruits honored the R ) ‘-
memory of those lost on Sept. 11, 2001. |7+ SRP S

Members of the King William County | !
Fire Department and Fire Recruit
Academy 26-1 gathered Sept. 11, 2026,
for a memorial stair climb sponsored by
the King William County Professional
Firefighters and IAFF Local 5235.
Participants climbed until they
completed the equivalent of 110
stories—the height of the original World
Trade Center Twin Towers. Recruit
Alexandra Tocarchick, class leader of
Fire Recruit Academy 26-1, led the
climb while carrying the Flag of Heroes.
The flag remained with the group
throughout the event and never touched
the ground, serving as a symbol of
remembrance, patriotism, and respect.

Please see Honoring Heroes,
continued on page 14 Firefighters participating in the memorial Photo by Ivey Tupponce

Community Spirit Shines Despite Rain at National Night Out

By Gene Campbell i’ i
An enthusiastic crowd gathered on [
Sunday, September 27", for the annual S
King William County Sheriff’s Office R
National Night Out, held in the parking S8
lot of King William High School. The
Sheriff’s Office was joined by local fire
departments, rescue squads, law
enforcement agencies, and vendors.
Residents and parents, many with
children, visited booths and enjoyed the
evening despite the threat of rain. The
three-hour event concluded with raffle

prize awards.

Traditionally held on the first Tuesday
in August, the event was established
nationally in 1984 to give neighborhoods
a chance to unite against crime while
building relationships with local law
enforcement officers.

Please see Night Out,
continued on page 5.
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Doris Harvey of King William
won the 2026 Bass contest in
Caroline County. Her Bass weighed
51bs. 9 oz.

All money collected was donated
to her charity “The St. Jude’s
Hospital. Thanks to Mike’s Bait
Shop for sponsoring this annual
event. Her son affectionately calls
her the “Bass Assassin.”

“Maybe next year Jaden and Ethan”.
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King and Queen
county K-9 Deputy Aja

See page 5!

Publisher’s Message

Working here at the Country Courier for the past 37 years has allowed me to meet
so many wonderful people. With many of them, | have formed lasting friendships,
from business owners to members of the Rappahannock, Mattaponi, Upper
Mattaponi, and Pamunkey Native American tribes. | have learned much from all that
I have met. Some of these folks have gone on to be the lord, but their memory is still
clear to me. | am thankful for you, the reader of this message. You have given me
encouragement with your words through the years. | am blessed to have a job that
provides these wonderful opportunities. Enjoy this beautiful time of the year.

Take care until next time.

Wy ek

The Country Courier welcomes letters
from our readers, which will be published
with the writer’s signature and county of
residence. We accept calendar items at no
charge for 50 words or less. The Country
Courier reserves the right to edit letters
and calendar items and print when space is
available.

E

Serving King William and
King & Queen Counties
Since 1989

Country Courier

P.O. Box 160
St. Stephens Church, VA 23148
Hours: 10AM-2PM M-F
769-0259 e Fax 769-0953
Email:
office@countrycouriernews.com
Web: countrycouriernews.com

Physical Address:
Twin Rivers Building
5833 Richmond-Tappahannock Hwy.
Suite 107 B
Aylett, VA. 23009

STAFF
Danny Clark, Publisher
Julie Clark Minor, Editor
Gail Clark, Office Manager
Armistead Saffer, Technical-Consultant
Ryan Lumpkin, Distribution Manager
Gene Campbell, Contributing Writer

Don’t Miss Another Issue!

If you are not receiving
the Country
Courier and vyou
live outside the
community, you can
subscribe for an Annual
Rate of $40.00 (includes
postage) and keep up with the latest
news from King William and King
and Queen counties.

Send in check or money order
today for only $40.00 a year!
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Address

Phone:

E-mail:

Make check or money orders payable to:

Country Courier

P.O. BOX 160
St. Stephens Church, VA 23148

Call us today:
(804) 769-0259
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8014 Lee Davis Road, Mechanicsville #746-8665

Bennett Funeral Home was established in 1897 to serve the needs of
Richmond families. Since then, this locally owned and operated business has
continued to serve the community with its unique combination of caring and
convenience.

This tradition of excellence can be seen in the four beautiful chapels
located throughout the Richmond area: centrally located on Cutshaw Avenue in
the city, on Broad Street Road past Innsbrook, serving the Hanover-
Mechanicsville area on Lee-Davis Road and Chesterfield Chapel on Ashbrook
Pkwy. in Chesterfield. All four facilities are under the personal direction of
Charles D. Morehead, President.

In a time of need, you can turn to Bennett Funeral Home with trust and
confidence. It serves families of all faiths with personal service, before, during,
and after. There is a long tradition of professionalism and caring.

One way in which Bennett cares for families, is by offering a convenient
and personalized pre-need program. Through this program pre-need planning, you
can spare your loved ones the burden of making decisions at an emotional time.
Call Bennett Funeral Home at 746-8665 to schedule a pre-planning consultation.

B ENNETT funeral home
Caning Scuce 1897
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ABBOTT TRUCK SALES
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CoMMERICAL TRUCK SPECIALIST

WE MAKE
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TER o HOSE ASSEMBLIES
e CEN 4 WHILE YOU WAIT.
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AWG68 - $43.00

HTF505508 - $48.00
(NEW TRACTOR) PREMIUM TRANS HYD OIL

TRUE-FLO HYDRAULIC OIL
7. -

AW32XTM $40.95
AW46XTM $52.49

965950H $36.00
(OLD TRACTOR) AG TRANS HYD OIL

BAR & CHAIN OIL
ALL SEASON

! $12.60 - EACH 5 QT. JUG
$48.00 - CASE OF 4

PREMIUM HYDRAULIC OIL

/\ G%Z AW32GP $52.50

AW46GP $52.50
6987 Richmond Tappahannock Hwy. Aylett, VA

MON - FRI SAM - 5PM 804-769-0039




PAGE 4

THE COUNTRY COURIER

Equine Talk Sponsored by:

Two Words

By Allen Brintley and “Pip”

The more things that we can
expose our animals to and help
them to work through and accept,
the better off we’ll be. There are
some things that only come up
once or twice a year, like getting
shots from the vet. | remember
when Pip was young, | wanted her
to be safe and accepting while
getting vaccinated each year. The
idea of sticking a thousand pound
animal with a needle a few times
didn’t sound like much fun for
either of us. So | had the bright
idea of pinching her on the neck to
simulate getting a shot. | started off
easy and got harder until | got a
slight reaction. She looked at me as
if to say “What in the heck are you
doing to me?” I immediately gave
her a treat and praised her. We
worked on that a few times each
day until it was a regular routine
for her. She got so good at it that |
think she wanted me to pinch her
more so she could get more treats.

| heard a story the other day about
a guy that became a monk and the
head of the monastery told him that
he had to take a vow of silence, but
once a year on his anniversary he

T-Town Tack
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could say two words. The first year
went by and the new monk was
called in and asked what his two

words were. He said “Food, Bad.”
The head monk said “Thanks, now
go back to your work.” The second
year passed and he was called in
again and asked for his two words.
The monk said “Bed, Hard.” The
head monk thanked him and sent
him back to work. The third year
came around and he was called in
again for his two words. The young
monk said “I Quit!” The head
monk said “I figured as much.
You’ve done nothing but complain
since you’ve been here!”

You can contact me at
Allen@TwinRiversRealty.com or
call 690-7870. I’ll see you on the
trails.
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Charles M.
Page, Sr.
(92) of
Aylett, VA
shed his
earthly
existence
August 20,
2026. He
was home

as he passed
into eternity
to be with
his Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
Charles was predeceased by his wife of 35
years, Marion, their younger son, Stuart,
his bonus daughter, Sarah and his brother
Billy. He is survived by his wife, Liz,
elder son, Chuck, bonus daughter, Nycol,
13 dear grandchildren and 8 precious great
grandchildren.

Charles proudly served in the United
States Army and was stationed on
Okinawa Island for 3 years. His trade as
an electrician served him well until he
retired at 71. He and his son, Chuck,
began contracting as Page Electric

Services in 1985. Page Electric thrives
with son and grandson at the helm.

Charles was a man of steely, quiet
strength and deep faith. He was steadfast
in his love of family and always ready and
willing to help anyone in need. He was a
crackerjack woodworker and fixer of
broken things.

Charles had a profound appreciation of
God's wondrous creation and spent much
time hiking the Appalachian trail,
canoeing the Piscataway Creek and
fishing those waters . . . catch and release.
His love for critters was evident in his
many rescues of strays and pampering of
numerous pets over the years.
Charles was an avid fan of the old
westerns — especially Gun  Smoke.
His absence will be far-reaching and deep.
In his memory we ask all to perpetuate
kindness in a world in much need of it.
Numbers 6:24-2.

Celebration of Charles' life was Sunday,
September 20, 2026 from 5 PM — 7PM at
Burkwood Swim and Racquet Club. @
The Burkwood Clubhouse 9120
Burkwood Club Drive Mechanicsville,
VA 23116.

Don't watch the clock; do what it does. Keep going.
Sam Levenson
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Thursday, Oct 15th 5-7pm

Games = Foed = Crafts
Mugle = Binge- Book Sele

KING AND QUEEN CO. LIBRARY
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Night Out, continued from front page

j» G s - f—

I always like to look on the optimistic side of life, but | am realistic enough to know
that life is a complex matter.
Walt Disney

Rodney Inge

OWNER

Sheriff Lumpkin announces the winner

This year’s event, originally scheduled for area. The idea was an immediate success
August 4™, was postponed until September and has since become a much anticipated
27th because of inclement weather. community event.

In 2016, the late Bob Coats, a King Special thanks go to Sheriff Donald

William Ruritan Club b df Lumpki d his staff fi izing thi
Sate trooper, proposed establishing a local annual event, which continues. (0 bring AUTO GLASS
National Night Out in conjunction with residents and local public safety agencies
other communities across the metropolitan together.
'S TREE SER * Replacements

ORMAN VI% * Recalibrations
<« 804-769-7197

‘ L

[ L] Ll
“Tree Removal * Direct Billing For Insurance
eStump Grinding
eTopping/Trimming
*Dead Wood Removal
eStorm Damage Removal
eBrush Chipping
eHauling

Phone: 804-335-4807

R T a—— bullzeyeglass@aol.com
FREE ESTIMATES 956 Rich. Tapp. Hwy

LICENSED & INSURED REASONABLE PRICES |
Locally Owned & Operated facebook. Manquin, VA 23106

\

»

* In Shop Rock Chip Repair
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King William Democrats Host Candidate Shannon Taylor

SHANNON |
| TAYLOR

$OR CONGRESH

.c’.- \ y ',' :‘E&'&'—\ -~
King William Democrats at their picnic with candidate Shannon Taylor.

-

Contributed by Betsy Donahue She emphasized lowering costs for him at the Democrats’ picnic and King William Democrats enjoyed each
The King William Democrats hosted consumers and fighting corruption in encouraged people to vote early. Senator other’s company and conversations, as
Candidate for Congress Shannon Taylor at Congress. Taylor stressed her intention to Warner is running for re-election to the well as the good food! Yard signs were
their annual picnic. Candidate Taylor work to restore healthcare access and United States Senate. His team provided distributed. To get a yard sign or for more
spoke to the crowd and spent time talking funding to our rural communities. signs, buttons and bandanas to the voters information, go to www.kwdemocrats.org
individually to voters about their concerns. Senator Mark Warner’s team represented present. or email kwdems@gmail.com.

| King and
S Al Queen
County’s Dr.
Carter read to

Need Computer Help?

Call Armistead Computer Services

I have been providing computer service and support to local
businesses and residents in King William and surrounding areas

for over 25 years.
S Kindergarten
' elementary
students.

Home & Business Computer Services
e PC Cleanup, Optimization & Virus Removal

h e ’ D « Server Maintenance, Updates and Backup Solutions
e Network your PCs, Games, Phones & Tablets
« Business Web Design, Facebook & Google pages.

e Dell Computers, Laptops, Servers & Monitors
-Gravel Driveways

CallArmistead.com or Facebook.com/CallArmistead M -Brush Cleamng
Call 804-874-3294 S bonom ol I

-Irrigation
-Erosion Control
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RAIDERS

&4 Ko

Land Clearing & Timber Harvesting

Free Estimates — Fully Licensed & Insured.
Residential & Commercial projects
Large and Small Tracts
Buyers of Standing Timber
Chipping and Grubbing available

R L Elliott Enterprises, Inc.
804 550-1761
Office@RLElliottEnterprise.com
www.RLEllottEnterprise.com

By Gene Campbell

The King William Raiders Youth
Football Organization held its homecoming
activities on Saturday, September 19" at
Roger G. Brookes Field at King William
High School. The stadium buzzed with
excitement as the young athletes took to
the gridiron, while parents, relatives, and
supporters proudly cheered them on. They
played games throughout the morning and
early afternoon. After the first two games,
homecoming activities took place, with
teams and cheerleaders marching onto the
field and culminating in the crowning of
the homecoming kings and princesses.

The celebration highlighted the

importance of youth athletics in building
confidence, discipline, and sportsmanship.
Programs such as the Raider Youth
Football Program help nourish and train
young athletes, preparing them to become
future contributors and perhaps future state
champions for King William High School.
Minnesota Vikings running back Demond
Claiborne, a product of the Raider
organization and King William High
School, is a prime example.

With strong community support and
continued opportunities to grow, these
young Raiders are taking meaningful steps
toward a bright athletic future. Go Raiders!

Don Pedro

Mexican Restaurant

Locally Owned and Operated

Great Mexican Food At A Great Price!

2 Locations to Serve You

King William

4917 Richmond Tapp Hwy.
TGS O-234 4

Hanover Commons Shop. Ctr.
9502 Chamberlayne Roa
T30-8SSO

) Buy any dinner entrée & receive , .

2nd of equal or lesser value at

**Dine-in or Take-out. Not valid with
any other offer.  Expires 10/30/26

Thank you for making
Don Pedro King William'’s #1
Dining Choice for over
10 Years !

Il ++Dine-in or Take-out. Not valid with

$5.00 off

I | Any purchase of $35.00 or more.

S0% off 1

any other offer.  Expires 10/30/26

2 Dinners $22.99

Choose any Fajita Dinner
Before Taxes
**Dine-in or Take-out. Not valid with
any other offer.  Expires 10/30/26
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A Legacy of Leadership and Partnershlp Jomt JROTC Color Guard Triumphs at Major League Soccer Match
. v

Contributed by SGM (RET) Ronald
Howard

On September 19", the Junior Reserve
Officers' Training Corps (JROTC) program
was presented with a distinguished honor:
presenting the Color Guard for a Major
League Soccer match. Bringing together
Cadets from two distinct programs—King
and Queen JROTC and Rappahannock
JROTC—the occasion marked a
memorable showcase of discipline, military
precision, and teamwork. Standing before a
roaring crowd, the young leaders
represented their schools and units with
pride, embodying the foundational values
of leadership and duty on a major athletic
stage.

What made this year's performance
especially noteworthy was the seamless

collaboration between the two JROTC
programs. Rather than operating
independently, King and Queen JROTC
joined forces with Rappahannock JROTC
to present a unified front. The Cadets
synchronized their drill movements,
commands, and flag placements through
mutual trust and shared standard operating
procedures. Seeing Cadets from different
school’s march shoulder-to-shoulder under
one formation demonstrated how military
structure fosters instant camaraderie and
cohesion.

This joint presentation marked a
significant evolution in how the event was
handled compared to previous years. In the
past, the honor of presenting the Color
Guard for this Major League Soccer event
had been carried out solely by the

L.

INTRODUCING

Primary care and sick visits
right from your home.

Convenient « Compassionate * Personalized

PRIMARY CARE PHYSICALS IMMUNIZAT
& SICK VISITS Annual « DOT All ages
Right from School « Sports
your home

S

HORMONE

WEIGHT LOSS

MANAGEMENT MANAGEMENT

GLP-1Programs & CONSULTATIONS
Men & Women

) (€] WILLIA
KIN‘é|AND QUEEN COUNT\ES‘

= =

PSYCHIATRY
Via Telehealth

Call Today to Schedule
Your House Call!

804-533-5616 |

OMNIA

MEDICALJ

PRIMARY CARE | MOBILE SERVICES | CARE NAVIGATION

HOUSE CALLS

— OUR SERVICES

O O O

"

COMFORT. CONVENIENCE. BETTER HEALTH

IONS MOBILE LAB
Blood work

at your home

D C

NEUROLOGY
Via Telehealth

IV HYDRATION
Wellness &
Recovery

MOBILE DOT CARE NAVIGATION
CERTIFICATIONS & CASE MANAGEMENT
Fast « Convenient We Help You

On-Site Get the Care You Need

Medicare, Medicaid and
Most Insurances Accepted

No Insurance? No Problem!
Call and ask about our
Omnia Partners Self Pay Program.

Se Habla Espaiiol

Also Seeing Patients in Office
Starting 10/15/2026

9568 Kings Charter Drive, #204
Ashland, VA 23005

Rappahannock JROTC program.
Transitioning to a joint operation provided
a valuable learning experience for both
units, giving Cadets from both programs an
opportunity to step outside their comfort
zones, build inter-school relationships, and
witness firsthand the power of cross-
program partnership.

For the Cadets in attendance, the day
offered far more than just a drill execution;
it was a deeply impactful life experience.
Performing in front of thousands of fans in
a professional stadium environment
instilled a profound sense of
accomplishment and pride. Standing at
attention on the pitch as the national
anthem played created a lifelong memory
for everyone involved, highlighting the
unique and rewarding opportunities that
JROTC participation offers high school
students.

In addition to their ceremonial duties, the
event provided many of the Cadets with a
brand-new cultural and athletic
perspective. A number of the participating
Cadets had never attended or watched a
professional soccer match prior to this
event. Watching the game live from the
sidelines gave them a newfound

appreciation and genuine understanding of
the sport, opening their eyes to the speed,
strategy, and global appeal of Major
League Soccer.

The joint Color Guard detail proved to be
an overwhelming success for both schools,
the cadre leadership, and the event
organizers. The Cadets represented their
communities with exemplary decorum,
showing the public the dedication, sharp
appearance, and maturity that define the
JROTC program. The seamless execution
of the event served as a testament to the
hard work put in by the Cadets during
practice sessions prior to gameday.

Both King and Queen JROTC and
Rappahannock JROTC expressed deep
gratitude for the opportunity to participate
in such a high-profile event. The success of
this unified presentation established a
strong precedent for future collaborations
between the two programs. Looking ahead,
both units hope to build on this tradition,
eager for the opportunity to return to the
stadium pitch and present the colors
together once again in future seasons.

VFW Post 9501 Received State And National
Recognition For Fiscal Year 2025-2026

During the VFW VA 3rd District
quarterly meeting held at Post 9808 in
Mechanicsville, VA on August 15, 2026,
Commander, Ben Clark and
Quartermaster, James Brown were
recognized for leading Post 9501 as an All
State and All American Post for fiscal
year 2025-2026. The All State
recognition was announced at the
Department of Virginia State Convention
held in Harrisonburg, VA May 27-30,
2026. The All American Post recognition
was announced at the VFW National
Convention held in Reno, Nevada July 25-
29, 2026.

At the Department of Virginia State
Convention, the Auxiliary, whose,
President is Gladys Hickman, received a
Certificate and special recognition for
Youth Chairman, Colleen Williams, a
Registered Little Free Library Steward
and the  Auxiliary Secretary. The
Certificate was for “Donating the Most
Books for Patriotism Through Literacy” in
the state of Virginia.

These honors could not have been

achieved without the continued
cooperation and support from members of
the Post and Auxiliary and members of
our community. Thanks to all who
helped.

For Post membership information, please
contact James Brown at 804-337-7029.
For Auxiliary membership information,
please contact Gladys Hickman at 804-
380-9925.

Submitted by Colleen Williams
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WEST POINT, Va. — The 44™ Annual
West Point Crab Carnival returns to
downtown West Point on Friday, October
2, and Saturday, October 3. The West
Point Chamber of Commerce hosts the two
-day festival along Main Street and the
waterfront district. Admission is free both
days. Saturday’s festival runs from 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m.

Organizers expect about 16,000 visitors
over the weekend. The carnival has been
held on the first weekend in October since
1982.

Friday begins with the Tour de Crab, a
community bike race for children in Pre-K
through fifth grade at Main and 7th streets.
The Bart Chucker Band takes the main
stage at 6:30 p.m. Carnival rides run from
6 p.m. to 9 p.m., and food trucks will be on
site. Fireworks are scheduled for 8:30 p.m.

Saturday is the full festival day, 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Friends of Soul performs on the
main stage in Town Park from 11 a.m. to 4

=

p.m., with a break for the 1 p.m. parade.

Mike “One Mic” Keeter plays on Main ¥

Street before the parade, and Junior Wilson
performs afterward. Williamsburg Field
Musick Fifes and Drums will appear along
the festival loop. Cannon Country 107.9 is
scheduled to broadcast live from Main
Street. A professional actor portraying
Benjamin Franklin will be on the grounds.

Carnival rides, a children’s activity area,
24 food trucks, and 165 vendors will be
out all day Saturday. Fresh crabs and
shrimp will be available, and a beer garden
will operate throughout the festival area.

The children’s area includes a baby and
toddler play space, a changing and nursing
station, a mud kitchen, and a water table.
This year’s theme is “Crab State of Mind.”
King William illustrator Lauren Stewart
designed the official artwork after a public
logo contest.

Sponsors include the Town of West
Point, Smurfit Westrock, Baylands Family

PAGE 9

Credit Union, C. Joe Sanders Jr. / BHM,

Wyatt-Ogg Furniture, Giaimo
Management Co., Renewal by Andersen,
Bohannon Legal, Smiles of West Point,
Edward Jones - Robert Lawrence, York
River Pressure Co., Buck Shot
Photography, Walter C. Via Enterprises,
Thrift Insurance, Panache Studio, St.
John’s Episcopal Church, Club America
TPUSA, Jeff and Donna Cole, Bullseye
Bookkeeping, Sam & Ashleigh Drewry,

C&F Bank, Limitless Grafix, Coastal Title
& Settlement and Visit West Point King
William.

The carnival runs on Main Street from
11th Street to 6th Street and on side streets
from 9th Street to 7th Street.

Details are at http://
westpointvachamber.com/crabcarnival

44th Annual West Point Crab Carnival
Friday, October 2 & Saturday, October 3

@ Friday, October 2nd
e Event Hours 5:00 pm - 10:00 pm
Tour de Crab Bike Race 5:00 pm
Carnival Games & Rides 6:00 pm - 9:00 pm
Concert 6:30 pm - 9:30 pm
Fireworks 8:30 pm
Food Vendors
Beer Garden
Local Shopping & Dining

@ Saturday, October 3rd
Event Hours 10:00 am - 6:00 pm
Live Music
Craft & Food Vendors
Freshly Steamed Crabs & Shrimp
Carnival Games & Rides - Parking lot
between 7th & 8th Streets
Local Shopping & Dining
Parade 1:00 pm

. .
@ Details are at @ “

http://westpointvachamber.com/
crabcarnival
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Celebrate King & Queen County Community Pride Day 2026!

Saturday, October 24, 2026
One Community. One Celebration. All
That Is King & Queen!

For years, Ms. Julia Redd has worked
alongside dedicated community partners to
make King & Queen County Community
Pride Day a special tradition: a day when
neighbors from across the county come
together to celebrate the people,
organizations, schools, churches,
businesses, and public servants who make
King & Queen such a wonderful place to
call home.

Community Pride Day has deep roots in
King & Queen County. Records dating
back more than two decades identify the
celebration as an annual October tradition
and Julia Redd as its Parade Chairperson.
She describes past events covering the
entire parking lot at CHS and the parade
stretching from the courthouse to the high
school packed with participants from all
around King and & Queen and
surrounding communities. Over the years,
the celebration has continued to bring
generations of King & Queen residents
together.

The parade has become one of the
highlights of the celebration and often
pairs with the weekend for Central High
School’s Homecoming events. The parade
travels from the King & Queen Courthouse
to Central High School, where the

festivities include games, food, vendors,
and community fellowship. Julia Redd |
serves as Parade Chairperson and in a
partnership with King and Queen County
Public School's the AJROTC Instructor
SGM Ronald Howard puts the work in to
make the event run smoothly.

Community Pride Day is more than an
event. It is a celebration of King & Queen
County itself.

It is a day when our churches, businesses,
schools, county government, civic and
community organizations, families,
students, alumni, and neighbors can stand
together and celebrate everything that =55
makes King & Queen County unique. .
SAVE THE DATE for OCTOBER 24,
2026 :

Come join us for the 2026 King & Queen |~
County Community Pride Day and help us |
make this year's celebration one to ¥
remember! Enjoy the excitement of the
Community Pride Day Parade, visit local | -
vendors and community organizations,
reconnect with friends and neighbors, community, Community Pride Day is
support our schools and businesses, and YOUR day to celebrate!
celebrate the history, people, traditions,
and future of King & Queen County.

Bring your family. Bring your

See AD below!

organization. Bring your King & Queen
pride! Whether you grew up here, work
here, attend school here, worship here, e
own a business here, or simply love this

Scan Me! ——»

PEOPLE
PURPOSE
PROGRESS
POSSIBILITIES

HEALTHYHOMES i- . |
r i

YOU MAKE

IT HOME.

WE'LL MAKE IT

—COMMUNITY——

SATURDAY

OCTOBER 17

7:30 AM - PARADE REGISTRATION BEGINS J;; . !
- The Infinity* 24 Heat Pump with Greenspeed” intelligence delivers
10:00 AM - PARADE D=9 e e e
12:00 PM - MUSICAL PERFORMANCE e Bl nr e S

BY CHS STUDENT KENNEDY RANDALL

FLAG FOOTBALL
POWDER PUFF FOOTBALL

GAMES! FOOD! FUN!

arious Vendors, Food Trucks, and More!

1:00 PM

e
&

PARADE OR VENDOR ENTRIES
Call Mrs. Julia Redd (804) 785-2822 or
SGM Ronald E Howard (804) 785-6110 or email rhoward@kgps.net
VISIT WWW.KQPS.NET FOR REGISTRATION FORMS

COMFORTABLE.

Learn how it works at carrier.com/residential.

JE
(4
i
[l
[l
L
|

I

S E——

C2073 Carriee. All Rights Reserved

, KARNES &
=" TAMLEY

» HEATING & AIR

Service, Maintenance and Installation
Emergency Service Available

804-781-4343

karnesstanleyhvac.com

‘(} facébdbk
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Slxth Graders Learn About Their Watersheds

Contributed by Dawn Shank

On Friday, September 18, more than 150
Hamilton-Holmes Middle School students
visited Sandy Point State Forest in King
William. The Mattaponi and Pamunkey
Rivers Association organized the River

Day.
Students used the scientific method at
several stations to learn about the

properties of water and water quality by
chemically testing the river water,
observing the tide, simulating how
pollution affects things that live in the
river in a game, and getting in the water
with nets and observing what they caught.
“We found a little crab, some grass
shrimp and two baby turtles. It was so
cool,” remarked one student at the end of
the day. Local natural resources
professionals, retired science teachers, and

Licenset

volunteers manned stations by the river.
Middle Peninsula

Master Naturalists led the students on a
nature hike. Dave Slack with the VA
Dept. of Forestry, Leslie Anne Hammond,
York Riverkeeper, Laura Nay, Christine
Roadman, and Christina Murray of VA
Cooperative Extension taught the children
about forestry, soils, and watersheds.
MPRA volunteers, April Hill Deacy,
Audrey Mitchell, Dawn Shank, Mary
Shipman, John Nachman, Tammy Heath,
and Tamara Dozier also led stations.
“MPRA organized the Sandy Point River
Day for sixth graders for two decades
before the Covid pandemic,” said MPRA
Audrey Mitchell. “We were very excited
to revive this hands-on ‘meaningful
watershed experience’ again.

Insured

Richard’
PAVING

A Tradition of Quality

Gravel Installation
Asphalt Millings Installation

804-999-9000

Serving Virginia

TWIN RIVERS

REALTY INC.
‘ BT u, 41 JUST LISTED! |

Essex Co.
TL. 2 Homes, on adjacent lots.
; 2200 sq ft, 4 BR, 3 bath
on 1 acre and
1700 sq ft, 3 BR, 2 bath
on 3 acres.

Call Kathy Holliday
(804) 310-8707

$490,000. for both!

St. Stephens Ch,
King and Queen Co.

1500+ sq ft
Brick Rancher
* Numerous upgrades

» Beautiful wooded lot

e 2 lots totaling +/- 1.3 acres

$320,000

Kathy Holliday
(804)310-8707

Just Listed!

Immaculate 3 bedroom
2 1/2 bath Cape Cod home
on 5 wooded acres!
Plus carport, Shed and
expansive rear deck!

Only $419,900!!

Call Ellen K. Otey
804-241-4314

>

NEW PRICE!!!
$296,900!

PLUS $3000 Interest Rate
buydown or closing costs
assistance!!!

1504 square feet,

3 bedrooms, 2 1/2 baths!
Call Ellen K. Otey
804-241-4314

1944 Kennington Park Road |

2084 Forest Circle

Kennington Subdivision

237 Sandy Point Rd, West Point VA
+/- 1200 sq ft » 3 BR » 2 Bath

2 BR, 2 Full Bath « 1 Level » Corner Unit
on 2.25 Acres

Very Low Maintenance

Kathy Holliday Reduced Price $259,000!
357,000 (804) 310-8707 Call Ellen K. Otey
L )18 804-241-4314

J

5833 Richmond Tappahannock Hwy, Suite 103A  Aylett VA 23009

(804)769-2445 ——
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( 804-769- 2110
8 am - 8pm
. Saturday — Sunday

10 am - 4 pm

T
\\\ 1|

-y PHAR

Y

WHERE CARE MEETS CONVENIENCE £

e
CALL OR VISIT US TODAY!

"=
@ 804-769-2110 ) 27 Commerce Lane, King William, VA 23086




: RIAd R4 B = N A I
g
= DENTISTRY
i) WHERE YOUR SMILE FINDS ITS BEST CARE
“
-~ OUR EXPERTISE & SERVICES
v + Exam & Cleaning + Dental Crowns
o + Digital Dental X-rays  + Dental Bridges
w + Scaling & Root Planing + Root Canals
+ Oral Cancer Screening + Tooth Extraction
& + Mouthguards + Dental Implants
+ Dental Sealants + Teeth Whitening
- + Fillings  Dentures MON_THUSRESE'g_gopm_%NPﬁ
=, :
, OPEN FOR SCHEDULING
' \ MON-THURS 8AM-5:30PM

‘ (9 804-769-2919 www.aylettfamdentistry.com () 8014 Richmond Tappahannock Hwy I
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Attention: This space is Contributed.
*Under 60 Words please. Thank you.

CHRISTIAN

Christ Community Church Meeting
Sunday morning Beulah Church - 1539
Lewis B Puller Memorial Hwy. east,
(SR 33E, Saluda 23149) (804) 370-
5035 Service starts at 0930. All invited
to join.

Jerusalem Christian _Church We
invite you to worship with us, in person
service. Adult Sunday School at
10:00am. Sunday Service & Children’s
Service at 11:00. Minister Joshua
Lewis, 1902 Powhatan Trail, King
William. Jerusalemcc.com

One Hope Community Church
Sundays 10:15am worship in a
welcoming, kid-friendly environment.
Coffee, light breakfast. Wednesdays -
6:30pm Awana (ages 4-12) and Teens
(13+) 6:45pm Adult small groups. Like
us on Facebook. 186 Walnut Spring
Rd, St Stephens Church 23148 PO Box
9, Aylett 230009
Email onehopeva@gmail.com Pastor
Joshua Brassard 804.840.4461
Smyrna Christian Church located
at 3655 Powcan Road, Bruington.
Ph (804)238-9086 /
email: billford@smyrnacc.org /
website: www.smyrnacc.org "Find a
true church family and deep, faithful
teaching of God's word at Smyrna.”

West Point Christian _Church 290
West Euclid Blvd. West Point. Pastor
Tom Wilburn P.O. Box 800 804-843-
3185 westpointchristian.com
BAPTIST

Beulah Baptist Church Sunday
School, all ages 9:45AM, Worship
Service 11AM. View sermons, via
YouTube/Facebook
at beulahbptistva.org. Follow, like
YouTube / Facebook, be notified of
upcoming livestream. 4805 West River
Road Aylett, 23009. PO Box
846 Aylett, 23009 804.539.2191
kwbeulahbaptistchurch@gmail.com
beulahbaptistva.org

Broadus Church Hebron Campus
Sunday worship at 9:30am Bible Study
for all ages at 10:45am. Mid-week
Bible Studies Tues. evening. Youth
6pm, ladies and men group at 6:15pm.
Food Distribution 2nd Monday each
month from 6-8pm. Free firewood or
used furniture call 804-779-2700 ask
for Pastor Jeff. Come SEE what GOD
is doing!

Bruington Baptist Church 4784 The
Trail, Bruington, King and Queen
County. Please join us at Sunday
School on Sundays at 10am. and
Worship Service at 11am. Community
Clothes Cupboard open first Saturdays
from 10am. until noon. Rev. Brian

THE COUNTRY COURIER

Church Calendar

Harfst, pastor. Contact us at 804-769-
3246

Indian_View Baptist Church 13349
King William Road, King William
Come worship with us on Sundays at
11:00 AM All Are Welcome!

Kingdom of God Living Water
Ministry We invite you to worship
with us, Sunday School 10:30, Tuesday
night Party 7:00, Thursday night Bible
Study 7:00, Morning Service 12:30. All
Welcome. Pastor Leo Reed 1438
Manfield Road, Manquin 23106.
Sunday’s at 12:15 PM.

Lower K&Q Baptist Church 204
Timber Branch Rd., Mascot, 23108
Pastor Terry Morrison. Directions or
questions, call or text (804) 925-
5699. 10am Sunday School for all
ages, 11lam Worship Service. Meal &
Movie every Wed. night at 6-8. All
welcome, come as you are.
Mangohick Baptist Church 147
Mangohick Church Road Hanover
23069. Come worship with us each
Sunday morning @9AM. Sunday
School following morning worship
10:30AM. Bible Study Tues & Thurs
at 6PM. Wednesday Morning
Inspiration at 6AM both via
Teleconference:978-990-5181 Access
Code:1850844# Rev. Dr. Elijah L.
Campbell Pastor
Email:Mangohickbaptistchurch147@g
mail.com Facebook: Mangohick
Baptist Church (804)994-5390
Mattaponi_Baptist Church Sundays
11am. Children's Church during
service. In-depth Bible study 2nd & 4th
Wed. during Daylight Saving Time.
Services live Zoom at: http://
bit.ly/ MBCLIVE (Meeting ID: 871
964 216) & FBLive. Visit Facebook for
news/schedule changes:
@MattaponiBaptistChurchVa. 13466
The Trail, King & Queen C.H. 23085.

Pastor Stephen Rountree: 804-514-
5715.
Mattaponi _Friends Meeting 942

Buena Vista RD. Shacklefords 23156.
Join us in-person and Zoom for Quaker
Worship in silent meeting at 10A.M.
and worship sharing/discussion at 11.
First Sunday business meeting at 11.
Third Sunday potluck lunch at 12noon.
For more info 804-785-9401.

New Hope Memorial Baptist Church
Rev. Dan Grantham 14173 New Hope
Road Shacklefords, Va 23156 Worship
service at 10am

Olivet Baptist Church Join us for
traditional worship services 10am
Sunday School Bible Studies for
children and adults of all ages. 11am
Worship Service each Sunday morning.
A place to be with God!

Poroporone Baptist Church Sunday
School - 9:30am Worship Service -

10:30am Wednesday Night Bible
Study - 6:30pm www.facebook.com/
PoroporoneBaptistChurch.

Revival Baptist _Church Are you
looking for something different?
Revival Baptist Church is a new

Independent Baptist Church! Come
join us on Sunday mornings at the King
William High School Cafeteria!
Sunday School at 9:00am, and
Morning Service at 10:00am. Learn
more at visitrevival.org.

Sharon Baptist Church 901 Sharon
Rd, King William, 23086 804-769-
2320, Office hours Tuesday through
Friday 9am to 2pm Pastor Chad
Brannan, Sunday School 9am, Worship
10:15am Tuesday Morning Bible Study
- 10am Wednesday Youth Group - 6pm
Awanas - 6:30pm. Wednesday Night
Prayer Group - 6:45pm

The Forge Ministry Join us for our
church service at 10:30 on Sunday
morning. Spark City Kids is available
for 5th grade and under. Find more
i nf or mati on
at theforgeministry.churchcenter.com
(Theme: Moving Forward, Phil 3:13-

14)
Union Hope Baptist Church: 571 Union
Hope Road, King William: Sunday

Morning Worship 10:30 AM (In-person &
Teleconference) Teleconference: (774) 220
-4000, PIN 57187 Follow us on Facebook:
Union Hope Baptist Church, King William,
The Food Bank Ministry Hours of
Operation (Monthly from 1pm-3pm) Every
Tuesday, 1st Friday and 3rd Saturday
Upcoming services: Fall Revival, Oct. 12—
14 at 11 a.m. Speakers: Mon., Bishop C.
Johnson Greater Grace; Tues., Elder S.
Parsons Mt. Olive; Wed., Pastor A. Parsons
Mt. Olive. For details on service(s), see
Facebook or call the church at 804-843-
4415 151st Church Anniversary: Oct. 18 at
3 p.m. Guest speaker: Pastor Authur
Roane, Escobrook BC, and the Macedonia
Praise Dancers.

Upper King and Queen Baptist
Church invites you to worship with us
at 11:00 A.M. Sunday with Sunday
School at 10:00 A.M. Pastor Dr. David
Peppler Visit us on Facebook.com/
upperkingandqueenbaptist

Zion Baptist Church King and Queen
Courthouse, 615 Zion Church Road,
King and Queen Courthouse,
23085. Mailing Address: PO. Box 82.
Worship Service (in-house), Each
Sunday at 9:30 a.m. Rev. Virginia
"BeeBee" Harvey Young, Pastor.

NON DENOMINATION

Rehoboth Bible Church 5904
Acquinton Church Road, KW, Sunday
Worship service at 10:30am. We are a
church that still walks the old paths
while shining the light of truth in
today's world. Monthly Blue Grass
Gospel Jam held the 3rd Tuesday of

WEDNESDAY,

SEPTEMBER 30, 2026

each month from March to October
from 6:30 to 9:00. (804)769-8400.
Women _in _the Word Community
Bible Study! 396 Newtown Road, St.
Stephens Church Email Melissa Rice at
mrsmelissarice@aol.com.
CATHOLIC

Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament
Catholic Church 3570 King William

Ave. W.P. 23181. 804.843.3125.
worship 5pm Sat. 9am Sunday,
10:15am Sunday— Bible Study &
Sunday school.
METHODIST

King William Wesleyan Methodist
Church 21076 King William Road
King William, 23086 Pastor Michael
Marshall Sunday: Sunday school 10:00
a.m., Worship 11:00 a.m., with
children's services available. Afternoon
service 3:30 p.m., Wednesday prayer
and praise 7:00 p.m. A warm welcome
awaits you!

McKendree Methodist as in Church
Sunday School: 10:00 - 10:30am.
Worship: 10:30 - 11:30am Fellowship
Time: 11:30am 4347 Manfield Road,
Mangquin. Pastor: Corey McConville

Mizpah United Methodist Church
6062 Canterbury Rd. Walkerton. 23177
Service every Sunday at 11:00 with
Pastor Steve Hundley All Welcome
New Song Church King
William. YOU are invited! Join us for
worship on Sundays at 10am at Cool
Spring Primary School (7301
Acquinton Church Rd, King William,
23086). New Song Church: King
William is a United Methodist faith
community that Loves ALL! Jesus Said
So!

Old Church Methodist Church Route
14, 25614 The Trail, Mattaponi. Come
worship with us Sunday mornings at
11:00 am. Bluegrass Jam is held the
4th Thursday of each month at 6:30
pm. follow us on Facebook: Old
Church Methodist Church in King and
Queen email us
at Igoinsd5@gmail.com Welcome All
EPISCOPAL

Immanuel Episcopal Church 190
Allen’s Circle King & Queen Court
House. For information on a particular
Sunday call 804-514-5952.

St. _John's Episcopal Church 916
Main Street, PO Box 629, West Point.
804-843-4594. Sunday Service at
10am, followed by refreshments,
conversation and Bible study. In-
person or Zoom. 2nd & 4th Wednesday
Holy Eucharist with healing prayers in
Church Library at Noon.
stjohnswp.org; info@stjohnswp.org

Church Calendar, continued
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Chureh,

St. Paul’s Millers Tavern 7924
Richmond Highway. The Rev.
Haywood Spangler, Sunday service
10AM. Nursery and Sunday School
during the service. Refreshments
and Bible study following the
service. Choir directed by Kristi
Reynolds. stpaulsmillerstavern.org
PRESBYTERIAN
Brett-Reed Memorial
Presbyterian_Church 29680 King
William Road West Point,
23181. Pastor Karen V.
Stanley. Sunday School
10. Worship Service 11.

St. James Presbyterian Church
(The church next to K.W.
Courthouse) 411 Courthouse Lane.
Rev. Dr. John Turner.

Community Calendar

King William County Library
System

Upper King William Branch, 7890
Richmond Tappahannock Hwy. For
more information, check kwcls.org.
Storytime Wednesdays 10:30am,
Adult Craft 10/3 11:00AM,
Yarncraft 10/6 1:00PM, Family
Movie Night “Mary Poppins
Returns” 10/8 5:30PM, Closed for
Indigenous Peoples’ Day 10/12,
Dirty Soda & Coloring for Teens
10/15 6:00PM.

King and Queen County Library
10-1 Pumpkin Decorating Contest
Begins. See library staff for details.
10-5 12:30-2pm Adult Bingo:
Pizza, Prizes, and fun! 10-7 5:30-
7pm Herbalism Class with
Rappahannock Tribe 10-8 6pm
Rural Readers Book Club 10-15 5-

7pm FALL FAMILY
FESTIVAL. Join us for food,
games, crafts, and fun. 10-

17 10:30am-1pm Coffee and Crafts
with THRIVE VA Thrive Virginia
will be here to honor Domestic
Violence Awareness Month. 10-
21 6pm Stich Squad Craft socially
with us every third Wednesday of
the month. Knit, crochet, weave,
sew, bring your supplies and join
the conversation! Beginners are
welcome. 10-22 6pm Fall Flower
Arranging Class** Registration is
Required! 10-24 10am-1pm
Pumpkin Rock Painting Drop
In Stop by the library to enjoy a
little craft time. Every Monday and
Thursday 2-3pm- Chair Yoga with
Beth Hayes. Every Tuesday 1lam-

THE COUNTRY COURIER

continued

Story Time with Mr. Jesse.
DCSE__Service Point_Assistance
DCSE Contact Information: 1-800-
468-8894

Good Homes Needed For_ Good
Pets _Regional Animal Shelter,
20201 King William Road, King
William 804-769-4983.
www.petfinder.com email:
animalshelter@kingwilliamcounty.u
S

Pamunkey Baptist
Association

PAGE 15

KING WILLIAM COUNTY

SHERIFF’S OFFICE
MONTHLY ACTIVITY REPORT

5in th | i August 2026
Come join the celebration TRARFIC STOM 185
our annual Trunk or Treat SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE/PERSON| 54 TOTAL CALLS FOR
Place: PBA Building ACCIDENTS| 41
Date & Time: Saturday, Tllm/m;‘é;g‘; ;‘ 1272
October 24, 202_6 _@ 2pm- FIGHT/ASSAULT/DOMESTIC| 17
opm.  Please bringing treats ANIMAL COMPLAINTS| 82 TOTAL 911 CALLS
for the children and decorate WELFARE CHECK | 14 T \Nswmml s
your car  Please arrive by = BUSINESS/RESIDENCE CHECK| 288 e
1:30pm to decorate your ARRESTS| 74
car. GAMES, MUSIC & TOTAL COURT DAYS
PRIZES Costume Contest JUVENILE/DOMESTIC RELATIONS| 8
for KIDS Prize for BEST SR s e |
DECORATED Car T.D.LUMPKIN cireurr| 3
i TO DO
2026
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Il B | Ik 2 I3
4 15 6 |7 8 9 [10
K 112 113 14 115 116 [17
e 19 20 |21 22 |23 |24
125 26 127 28 29 30 31
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SERVICES

Norman'’s Tree Service:
Tree removal, topping,
trimming, stump grinding,
brush chipping, storm
damage and tractor work.
No job too big or small,
75 ft. bucket truck.
Free Estimates,
reasonable prices.
Licensed & Insured.
Locally owned & operated.
Call 804-769-7197

COMPUTER SERVICES
& REPAIR
Home or Business
Call Armistead @
804-874-3294
Call Armistead.com

Steven’s Handyman Jr.:
Reasonable, Quality Work,
Well Experienced, Any type

of Yard Work, Painting,
Mulching, Tree Work, Grass

Cutting, Power Washing,

Flooring and Decks etc.
Free Estimates & Insured.

Call 804-852-8403

Auto Glass Installed:
Bullzeye Glass, Windshield
replacement, rock chip
repair, same day
mobile service.
Direct billing for Insurance.
Locally owned.

Call 804-335-4807

Sean’s Drain Cleaning
Service LLC. Drain Cleaning
inside/outside & repair.
Toilets, sinks, showers
and tubs.

Free Estimates
Call: 804 387-6742
ALEXANDER PAINTING
Interior, Exterior, Deck
Staining and Power

Washing. Quality

References available.
Over 20 years Experience!
Call Charles at:
804-814-2874

CountryCouriernews,com

"Nick Did It"
Craftsman/Handyman
Services, LLC. Custom

Woodworking/Cabinetry,
Custom Millwork Molding
Light Electrical & Plumbing
Interior Painting &
Sheetrock Repair App
Controlled LED Cabinet
Lighting Licensed and
Insured
804-921-1002

MALLORY ELECTRIC
Residential and Commercial
electrical service and
installations Also generator
installations. Licensed
and insured. BBB.
Call:
804-746-4350
for Service and
Phone quotes.
Affordable Home Repairs
Carpentry, Roofing, Siding,
Replacement Windows,
Gutters & Decks. 40 Years
Experience.
Licensed & Insured.

Jim Martin
804-347-3812

CLEANING BY GINA:
Home and Office Cleaning.
Quality work at affordable

rates. 25 plus years

experience. Licensed.
References available upon
request. Contact
Gina Lumpkin at:
804-297-9885

Affordable Septic: Install
repair and inspect septic
systems, Master Plumber on
staff, Excavator Skid Steer,
Bulldozer Service, Trees

Raking, Driveway Repair, Lot
Clearing, Trash Removal,
Demolition, Drainage
Problems, Install and Repair
Top Soil, Fill Dirt, Shallow
Well Service.
804-599-7241
Licensed & Insured.

Jobs Available

Elliott’s Landscaping Plus
is looking for reliable,
experienced members.
Lawn care and more.
Serious inquiries
804-366-5755

Hiring all positions
Richards Paving: Paver
operator, Skid Steer
Operator, Laborers .
Class A CDL Drivers.
Call
804-999-9000

Wanted

. We are buying Old Comic
Books, Baseball Cards, Old
Record Albums, Old Fishing
Equipment and Military
items. Old Tools, Railroad
items, Swords, Guitars,
Antiques and other Old
items. If you are Cleaning
Out a House, Shed, Attic or
having a Yard Sale
Call 804-337-5329
Wanted to lease
hunting land
2 experienced stand
hunters, no dogs, no
alcohol, no ATV's wish to
lease woods or swamp
along large creek or river.
Tim Walter 804-798-5659

email twpallet@aol.com

Event
Lower King & Queen Baptist
Church 204 Timber Branch
Rd. Mascot 23108 FALL
FESTIVAL Saturday October
17 from 11am-3pm
Vendors, Games,
Cookbooks, Bake Sale, Free
Hotdogs, Chips, Drinks,

Workmanship at a fair price. {jmmed and removed. Power Antique Vehicles on Display

FOR SALE

Timber sale on Dragon Run
State Forest, King and
Queen County, 10:00 AM,
October 14, 2026. See
Department of Forestry

website https://
dof.virginia.gov/vendor-

opportunities/ or
call 804-492-4121.

FOR RENT

Office space for rent
Available Now.

2 offices with separate
entrances each with a
bathroom $800 for 1 office
or $1250.00 for both
2 year lease
1 month deposit
1250 square feet office
space (625 each) (some
storage above office)
No warehouse space
available! Limited parking
in front for 4-6 cars
‘Location -Commerce Park
Manquin Va.
Please Call
Chris
Simmons
804-339-7541

Plant Some Roots To Grow
In A New Home At King
William Place And
King William Manor Apts.
804-769-2150
Or 804-473-9033
TDD 711 This Institution is

an equal opportunity
provider

Find your home at Colonial
Square Apts. 2 bed, washer/
dryer in unit, ask about our
rent specials!
804 769 0867

Devils Three Jump Road.
3 bedroom 1 bath, Central
Heat/Air, New Appliances,

Storage shed , Spacious

yard. 4 miles to boat
landing, Rent. $1600.
TEXT 804-237-2355



mailto:twpallet@aol.com
https://dof.virginia.gov/vendor-opportunities/
https://dof.virginia.gov/vendor-opportunities/
https://dof.virginia.gov/vendor-opportunities/
tel:(804)%20492-4121
tel:(804)%20237-2355
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DONE RIGHT

PLUMBING & MECHANICAL
Plumbing, HVAC, Electrical, & Gas

X
804-801-4286

THE COUNTRY COURIER

Same Day Mobile Service

Windshield Replacement

Rock Chip Repair

Direct Billing For
Insurance

28)eas

combined eiperieog‘
locally owned dﬁm«hﬂ

\ass

Ayt VA

804-335-4807

bullzeyeglass@aol.com

Owned and operated by the Belfield family
Since 1971

Providing quality Termite and Pest control at
reasonable prices

WwWww.uecva.com
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Tolyn's Plumbing
Repair Service
For all your Plumbing repairs

i‘ *Garbage Disposals® &
wh @k *Water Heaters ® Toilets =58

804-746-1631 :=

“We Grow Minds”
Child Development Center
121 Commerce Park Dr. Manquin

Conveniently located off Route 360

Ifunfarmcenters.com 804-769-2195

B.W. WHITE

Funeral Home & Crematory
Established in 1893

Two locations
King William & Aylett VA.

Phone 769-3130

J——

i —

NORMAN

ROOFING
304.445.0%96

"Roof with The Best
OR leak like THe resT”

The Science Of

Scotchgard™ Protector

SmithCo

29, PLUMBING

Faithfully providing quality service
10+ years
(804) 625-2590
& SmithCoPlumbing.com
Commercial & Residential
Plumbing & Gas
10% Military Discount
10% with Smith Co
Family Plan Membership

Walkertt;n Marine
2546 Canterbury Rd.
Walkerton, VA 23177

walkertonmarine@gmail.com
804-445-5404

King William Refuse
804-769-8683

Weekly residential garbage
collection - Light Hauling &
Junk removal -Affordable: As low
as 68 cents per day! - Great rates!
Great Service!

Visit us at
www.kingwilliamrefuseservice.com
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Country Courier

Our Next Issue Is October 14th

Deadline Is October 9th
Include Your Business!

Call: 804-769-0259

Or email Us:
Office(@Countrycouriernews.com
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Charles H. Helmick
Well & Pump Service, Inc.

¥ Specializing in Artesian Wells
Water Well Drilling and Well Service
| Locally owned and operated
Since 1963

Emergency Service Available
\ | 1324 Smokey Rd

= Aylett, Va 23009
Helmickwell.com

804-769-2453

y _ KARNES &
£ LSTANLEY

HEATING & AIR

Providing HVAC Sales,
Service & Maintenance
of all major brands

804-781-4343

www.karnestanleyhvac.com

(B3 faceboolk |

PROVIDES SALES, SERVICE, AND MAINTENANCE
Licensed and Insured

804-769-1700

easairhvac@yahoo.com

12722 Richmond Tappahannock Hwy.
§1. Stephens Church, Virginia 23148
GIRASS CUTTING
LEAF & TRASH REMOVAL
MULCHING

HEDGE TRIMMING
POWER WA

SHING & MORE!
804-366-5755
LZicensed & Insured

{ |[Email: FaithfulPawsK9@Gmail.com

@\“\f\.\\ paws K9 Coadwing, LLC |

@

FAITHFUL PAWS

King William VA 23086
Licensed and Insured

e
&= T eT T
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=\ BRIAN WOODLE
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Honoring Heroes, continued from front page

As the climb became more difficult, Fire Chief
Ronald Brown carried the American flag during
the final stretch, helping guide the firefighters
and recruits to the finish. His actions reflected a
lasting tradition within the fire service: When the
burden becomes difficult, no one is left to carry it
alone.

Four commemorative stops were held along the
way. Participants honored the law enforcement
officers who gave their lives, remembered the
victims and their families, and paid tribute to the
343 firefighters who made the ultimate sacrifice
on 9/11. The final stop focused on the promise
firefighters continue to make each day—to serve
their communities with courage and compassion.

The climb was more than a physical challenge.
It was a solemn tribute to courage, sacrifice, and
service. With every step, participants ensured the
memories of those lost live on through the next
generation of firefighters.

The King William County Fire Department
extends its sincere thanks to King William
County High School for providing a place for the
memorial and appreciates the community’s
continued support. Twenty-five years later, the
memory of Sept. 11 remains strong in the flags
carried, the sacrifices remembered, and the
firefighters who continue to climb in honor of

LLNESS ™
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those who never came home.

Many thanks to
Captain  Saul
information for this article.

Ivey Tupponce and Fire

Mijangos for the pics and

Be sure you put your feet in the right place, then stand firm.
Abraham Lincoln

West Point Honors John Harper as Grand Marshal of the 44™ Crab Carnival

He will ride at the front of Saturday's
parade down Main Street
West Point, Va. — September 10, 2026 —

The West Point Chamber of Commerce is
proud to announce John Harper as Grand
Marshal of the 44th Annual Crab Carnival,
to be held Friday, October 2, and Saturday,
October 3, 2026. When the parade moves
down Main Street on Saturday afternoon,
Harper will ride at the front of the line,
waving to neighbors and visitors who
return to town for the first weekend in
October.

Each year the Chamber chooses a Grand
Marshal as a public thank-you. The honor
goes to someone whose work in West Point
— in business, in the schools, in civic
clubs, or in the quiet jobs that keep a small
town humming — has added up in ways
the rest of us get to enjoy. It is a
ceremonial place in the procession, not a
working assignment. Grand Marshals do
not run the route or call the cues. They ride
first so the town can say, in front of
everyone, that a life of showing up has
been noticed.

Roots on the Point

Harper has been a cornerstone of the West
Point community since his family moved to
the area in 1968. A 1970 graduate of West
Point High School, he was active in
athletics before continuing his education at
Virginia Tech (then VPI&SU), where he
earned both a Bachelor of Arts and a

Master of Science in Education.

In 1973 he married Eleanor O'Connor.
Fifty-three years later she remains not only
his life partner but his most consistent
source of good advice, his favorite travel
companion, and the person who can tease a
man who was never built for standing still
into sitting down for five minutes. Eleanor
has a loving eye for the moment when
"take it easy" is about to lose a friendly
argument with a pile of metal that, to him,
looks like it needs a home.

Together they raised two daughters and
built a life deeply rooted in the community
that raised them.

Teacher, Merchant, Neighbor

Harper's professional journey began as a
teacher and coach in both private schools
and West Point Public Schools from 1975
to 1978. He later transitioned into the
family business at O'Connor Furniture
before founding Harper's Carpet in 1982,
where he served as co-owner and president
until his retirement in 2016. The store
became one more place where a generation
of West Point families knew they would be
treated fairly — and that John would
remember their names.

Service Without a Spotlight

In addition to his career, Harper has
dedicated significant time to public service
and community leadership. He served eight
years on the West Point School Board,
including several years as vice-chairman.

He was actively involved in the early West
Point Area Chamber of Commerce. A
charter member of the Rotary Club of West
Point since 1997, he has twice served as
club president. He recently gave several
hundred hours to an interactive display at
the West Point Historical Society's
museum — a lasting exhibit, built by a
proud family man, that tells the story of his
late father.

The efforts of John Harper are too many
to capture in full, but one local display the
town knows and enjoys would not be
possible without his selfless service, and
that is the Rotary Club of West Point's
Flags for Heroes program. Each year the
flags rise along Main Street, each one
honoring someone who has had a positive
impact on another person’s life. The display
has become part of the civic landscape of
town. It exists because people like John
Harper treated it as a cause worth the
sweat, the early mornings, and the years of
showing up.

The Kind of Humble That Gets Things
Done

Crab Carnival Co-Chair Sam Drewry told
us a realization recently that captures
John's dedication to community, civic duty,
and volunteerism — and his own particular
style of stubborn humility:

"The history of local volunteerism
disappears surprisingly fast over the years,
and John Harper will never tell you the

time, sweat, and effort he has put into a
cause. Once you get to know him, though,
you can see how involved he has been
across a lifetime in West Point. He is a
walking archive of those disappearing
histories, because not only was he there —
he was probably a part of it. If something
good happened here, he was probably
nearby, with a toolbox, a flag, or a quiet
'I'll take care of it.""

That is the spirit the Chamber is honoring
this October.

Leading the Line

"John Harper embodies the values of
dedication, service, and community spirit
that define the Crab Carnival," said Crab
Carnival Co-Chair Lauren Evans. "We are
thrilled to honor his lifelong contributions
by naming him this year's Grand Marshal."
The 44th Annual Crab Carnival will take
place October 2 and 3 in downtown West
Point, featuring the parade, music, local
cuisine, and an array of family-friendly
activities. The parade steps off Saturday,
October 3, at 1:00 p.m. along Main Street.
Community members are encouraged to
join in celebrating John Harper — and
Eleanor beside him — and the neighbor
whose favorite way of helping has always
been to simply get the work done.

For more information, visit
CrabCarnival.com or
westpointvachamber.com.
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SPARKLE Awards

Lakazia Davis from King and Queen Elementary School pictured with Dr. Carter and
Principal Clarke

Contributed by Carol Carter

King and Queen County Public Schools
started a new celebration this year - The
Sparkle Award. Sparkle stands for S-
Service, P-Positivity, A- Achievement, R-
Respect, K-Kindness, L- Leadership, and
E-Empathy. We believe everyday these
individuals make KQPS sparkle and
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"Rehoboth

Bible Church

shine. The recipients were Lakazia Davis
from King and Queen Elementary School
pictured with Dr. Carter and Principal
Clarke, Mihaughony Redd from Central
High School pictured with her class, and
Rachael Latimer pictured with Dr. Carter
and Principal Kesling from Lawson
Marriott Elementary School.

An Evening with

Bishop E.W. Jackson
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A Warrior for the Word of God and the Constitution
A Marine Corps Veteran !

A Harvard traiped Attorney,

;/'

Bishop of The Called Church, and /
Founder & President of STAND

Come hear a biblical response to thle proposed
amendments on the Virginia ballot and why to vote no.
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Rehoboth Bible Church ¢ Friday, October 16th at 6:30pm
5904 Acquinton Church Rd. King William VA

Be oSk sinkesERE

CLASS DIRTHDAYS
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Rachael Latimer pictured with Dr. Carter and Principal Kesling from Lawson
Marriott Elementary School.

You cannot escape the responsibility of tomorrow by evading it today.
Abraham Lincoln

Shepherd’s United Methodist Church Fall Bazaar
Saturday, October 3, 2026

9 a.m. -2 p.m.
Set-up 7-9am (no sales during this time)

e Bake Sale

e Yard Sale

e Silent Auction

e Food & Drinks

e Cornhole

e Lawn mower Rodeo
e Bounce House

e Fun & Fellowship.
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Located on Route 360 1.5 miles east of Saint Stephens Church, VA

Rain or Shine Come and Have a Good Time!
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