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Mangohick Volunteer Fire Department Easter Egg Hunt  

Contributed by MVFD  -   Mangohick Volunteer Fire Department welcomed the arrival of the Easter Bunny March  29, 2026. 

Children and adults enjoyed hugs as they hunted for Easter eggs in the annual event. A good time was had by all. 

Supervisors Get 

Updates on Solar and 

Broadband Projects 

Tom Innes with All Points Broadband 

By Gene Campbell 

  At the March 23rd King William County 

Board of Supervisors Meeting, officials 

provided updates on two significant 

county projects that had garnered both 

attention and controversy since their 

inception. The Dominion Energy Sweet 

Sue Solar Project and All Points 

Broadband Project are moving towards 

completion in the near future. 

  The Dominion Sweet Sue Solar Project, 

spanning over 1,200 acres in the Manquin 

area of the county, began construction in 

2022. Melanie Rapp and John Behreandt, 

representing Dominion Energy, told 

supervisors the 77-megawatt solar project 

is on track to be completed by the end of 

2026. 

  Tom Innes of All Points Broadband gave 

an update on his companyôs progress in 

providing high-speed internet in the 

county. After some initial delays, 

groundbreaking took place in October 

2023. Innes reported that its initial project 

has been completed, connecting 2,200 

homes in the county. All Points is now 

working on a federal Broadband Equity, 

Access and Deployment (BEAD) project 

expanding high-speed internet to 

unserved and underserved areas of the 

county. This work will be completed by 

the end of December 2027, serving an 

additional 1,300 homes. 

 

Please see BOS, continued on page 16. 

Arlington Lodge is Hooked on Saltfish and Education 

(left to right) Lodge members Mac Bradley, Jimmy Moran, Bill Perry, Carter Ball, and Bill 

Passagaluppi serving up the saltfish and fixens  

By Gene Campbell 

  Saltfish breakfasts have long 

been a ócountryô tradition in 

rural America. I attended many a 

one with my dad óback in the 

day.ô It serves as an opportunity 

for people of all ages to come 

together while sharing stories 

and laughter over a hearty meal. 

It has also been a good 

fundraising activity. 

  For the past nine years, 

Arlington #102 Masonic Lodge 

in Millers Tavern has held semi-

annual saltfish breakfasts (one in 

the spring and one in the fall) to 

raise funds for scholarships 

awarded to local high school 

students.  

 

Please see Arlington  Lodge, 

continued on page 16. 



A p r i l  1 ,  2 0 2 6                               T h e  C o u n t r y  C o u r i e r                                           p a g e  2  

 

Send in check or money order 

today for only $40.00 a year! 
 

 

Name 

______________________________ 

Address 

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________ 

 

Phone:________________________ 

 

E-mail: 

______________________________ 
 

Make check or money orders payable to: 
 

Country Courier 
P.O. BOX 160 

St. Stephens Church, VA 23148 
 

Call us today: 

(804) 769-0259 

The Country Courier welcomes letters 

from our readers, which will be published 

with the writerôs signature and county of 

residence. We accept calendar items at no 

charge for 50 words or less. The Country 

Courier reserves the right to edit letters 

and calendar items and print when space is 

available. 
 

Serving King William and  

King & Queen Counties  

Since 1989  
 

Country Courier 
P.O.  Box 160 

St. Stephens Church, VA 23148 

Hours: 10AM-2PM M-F 

769-0259   ǒ   Fax 769-0953 

Email: 

office@countrycouriernews.com  

Web: countrycouriernews.com  
 

Physical Address: 

Twin Rivers Building 

5833 Richmond-Tappahannock Hwy. 

Suite 107 B  

Aylett, VA. 23009 
 

STAFF 
Danny Clark, Publisher 

Julie Clark Minor, Editor 

Gail Clark, Office Manager 

Armistead Saffer, Technical-Consultant 

Ryan Lumpkin, Distribution Manager 

Gene Campbell, Contributing Writer 

  Donôt Miss Another Issue! 
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t h e  C o u n t r y 
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live outside the 

community, you can 
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Rate of $40.00 (includes 

postage) and keep up with the latest 

news from King William and King 

and Queen counties.   
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8014 Lee Davis Road, Mechanicsville 7̔46-8665 

A 121 Year  

Tradition of Caring  

 Bennett Funeral Home was established in 1897 to serve the needs of 

Richmond families.  Since then, this locally owned and operated business has 

continued to serve the community with its unique combination of caring and 

convenience. 

 This tradition of excellence  can be seen in the four beautiful chapels 

located throughout the Richmond area: centrally located on Cutshaw Avenue in 

the city, on Broad Street Road past Innsbrook, serving the Hanover-

Mechanicsville area on Lee-Davis Road and Chesterfield Chapel on Ashbrook 

Pkwy. in Chesterfield. All four facilities are under the personal direction of 

Charles D. Morehead, President. 

 In a time of need, you can turn to Bennett Funeral Home with trust and 

confidence.  It serves families of all faiths with personal service, before, during, 

and after.  There is a long tradition of professionalism and caring. 

 One way in which Bennett cares for families, is by offering a convenient 

and personalized pre-need program.  Through this program pre-need planning, you 

can spare your loved ones the burden of making decisions at an emotional time.  

Call Bennett Funeral Home at 746-8665 to schedule a pre-planning consultation.

BENNETT funeral home 

Caring Since 1897 

  Finally, some real spring like weather. I just finished getting 

up what seemed to be endless leaves and limbs from the 

yard. The grass needed cutting, so that was next on the list. I 

am thankful I can still do these things. It's rewarding to 

take a moment and look at the day's work. So much to be 

thankful for each and every day.  

 

Take care until next time.  

King William County Gears Up for a Grand Celebration 

King William County Courthouse is 'rooted in history.'  

By Gene Campbell 

  Excitement is building in King William 

County as plans are being finalized for the 

highly anticipated King William Heritage 

Day on Saturday, April 11th, celebrating 

the founding of our great nation. This 

monumental event will commemorate not 

only the 250th anniversary of our great 

nation but also celebrate the rich history of 

King William County, a community that 

has played a significant role in Virginiaôs 

history. 

  The celebration promises to bring to-

gether residents, families, and visitors for 

a day filled with historical reenactors 

bringing the past to life, lively dancing, 

exhibits, and engaging activities that re-

flect the countyôs heritage. Local busi-

nesses and organizations will be on hand, 

as will food vendors offering a taste of 

local cuisine. There will be fun activities 

for all ages. 

Please see page 16. 



A p r i l  1 ,  2 0 2 6                               T h e  C o u n t r y  C o u r i e r                                           p a g e  3  

 



A p r i l  1 ,  2 0 2 6                               T h e  C o u n t r y  C o u r i e r                                           p a g e  4  

 

Equine Talk Sponsored by: 

T-Town Tack  

Racing Mules 
 

By Allen Brintley and ñPipò 

 

  Horses and mules can be used for 

so many different things. Some can 

pull heavy loads, while others are 

made for riding. They range from 

draft horses to race horses. Did you 

know that they even have racing 

mules. I guess those are raised out 

of a thoroughbred mare and some 

kind of super fast donkey. 

  I remember a story about this old 

farmer that got a young mule out of 

North Carolina to raise and use on 

the farm. The young mule grew up 

to be long and lean and built for 

speed. She was not like one of the 

regular field mules, so he taught 

her to ride. Everyone around knew 

about this mule as she was one of 

the prettiest mules in the county. 

They also knew she had a big heart 

and a big motor and could cover a 

lot of ground pretty fast. One day 

the old farmer was out on the road 

riding his mule and his neighbor 

pulled up in a pickup truck and 

wanted to see how fast that mule 

was. So the farmer got in the truck 

and told his neighbor to drive and 

his mule would follow along 

behind. The truck got up to about 

25mph and the mule was right on 

the rear bumper hawing and 

making noises. The neighbor asked 

ñWhat does that mean?ò The 

farmer said ñShe wants to go 

faster.ò So the guy pushed the 

speed to 35 and that mule stayed 

right there. He looked in the rear 

view and said ñShe has her ears 

laid back. What does that mean?ò 

The farmer said ñShe wants more 

speed.ò The guy then got up to 

45mph and looked in the mirror 

and the mule was hanging in there 

but she was breathing hard. The 

neighbor told the farmer ñThat sure 

is a fast mule but Iôm worried 

because her tongue is hanging out.ò     

The old farmer asked ñWhich way 

is it hanging?ò The neighbor 

looked in the rearview and said 

ñItôs hanging to the left. What does 

that mean?ò The farmer said ñStay 

in this lane. Sheôs signaling that 

sheôs about to pass!ò 

  Y o u  c a n  e m a i l  m e  a t 

Allen@TwinRiversRealty.com or 

call 690-7870. Iôll see you on the 

trails. 

  From texts to touchscreens, everyday 

distractions remain a leading factor in 

vehicle crashes, where a brief glance away 

from the road can prove costly. 

April marks Distracted Driving 

Awareness Month, a nationwide effort 

urging motorists to reduce risky behaviors 

and commit to safer driving. Throughout 

the month, traffic safety officials are 

emphasizing that even a split second of 

inattention can have devastating and 

lasting consequences. 

  Distracted driving is any activity that 

diverts attention from driving, like texting, 

talking on the phone, eating, applying 

makeup, interacting with passengers, and 

using vehiclesô navigation or infotainment 

systems. 

ñWeôd like drivers to use this month as an 

opportunity to identify their bad driving 

habits and correct them,ò said Rich 

Jacobs, senior communications manager 

for Drive Smart Virginia, of which 

Virginia Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance 

Co. is a founding member. 

  Nationwide, 3,275 people were killed in 

motor vehicle crashes involving distracted 

drivers in 2023. In Virginia, the 

Department of Motor Vehicles reported 

20,758 distracted driving crashes in 2024, 

including 11,256 injuries and 90 fatalities. 

The most common causes of distraction-

related crashes in Virginia include taking 

eyes off the road, cellphones and texting, 

and ñrubberneckingò or looking at 

roadside incidents. 

While Virginia law prohibits holding a 

cellphone while driving, the problem 

persists. VDOT reported cellphone-related 

distractions increased 3% from 2023 to 

2024ðunderscoring the prevalence of 

device use behind the wheel. 

Safety advocates say common 

misconceptions also contribute to the 

problem. 

ñMultitasking is the biggest myth,ò Jacobs 

noted. ñDriving requires your full 

attention.ò 

  Many believe theyôre adept at 

multitasking, but research shows that 

brains canôt handle multiple attention-

demanding tasks simultaneously. Instead, 

brains switch between one and the other, 

reducing focus and slowing reaction 

times. 

And although smartphones and vehicles 

are equipped with hands-free technology, 

that carries risks too. Studies from the 

University of Utah found it can take 

drivers up to 27 seconds to fully refocus 

after using voice commands. 

  Another common belief is that distracted 

driving is primarily an issue among 

younger drivers. According to AAA, 

experienced and older drivers are more 

prone to distraction from vehiclesô 

infotainment systemsðtaking longer to 

navigate and complete tasks, and 

responding slower to driving events. 

 

Please see Distracted Driving,  

continued on page 16. 

Keep Eyes Forward, and Stay Focused Behind the Wheel  
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Contributed by Ashley Irby 

  Some readers of the Country Courier 

may remember Seagull, a hound from 

King William Regional Animal Shelter 

who had been waiting quite a while for his 

family. 

  After 234 days in the shelter system, 

including 173 days in foster care, 

Seagullôs story has finally reached its 

happy ending. 

  Like many dogs adjusting to shelter life, 

Seagull was overwhelmed and collapsing 

under the stress of a shelter environment. 

With time in foster care, patience, and a 

whole lot of love, he began to settle in and 

show the affectionate and loyal 

personality that had been there all along. 

His journey included an adoption that 

didnôt work out, and he returned to foster 

care that same day to continue waiting for 

the right match. 

  That match ultimately turned out to be 

the family he was already living with ð 

my family. 

  I have been fostering animals for the 

Regional Animal Shelter for less than two 

years and have had the privilege of 

fostering more than 20 pets during that 

time. Seagull was the foster who slowly 

worked his way into my heart without me 

ever realizing it. 

  However, his adoption would not have 

been possible without the support of 

Friends of King William Animal Shelter, a 

local nonprofit organization that works 

closely with the Regional Animal Shelter 

to support the animals in their care. 

  Friends frequently helps cover medical 

needs, supplies, and adoption fees for 

shelter animals. In Seagullôs case, the 

organization sponsored the dental 

procedure he desperately needed. 

Veterinary care like that can sometimes 

delay or even prevent an adoption. Thanks 

to Friends stepping in to help, that barrier 

was removed for Seagull ð and for many 

other animals as well. 

  Because of Friendsô support, Seagull was 

able to move forward with his adoption 

and begin the next chapter of his life. 

Loved. Healthy. And already home. 

  Thank you, Friends of King William 

Animal Shelter ð for Seagull, for my 

previous fosters, and for the many future 

pets to come. I wouldnôt be able to foster 

as many animals without your dedication 

to our community and shelter. 

Interested in Supporting More Happy 

Stories Like Seagulls? 

  Learn more about the work of Friends of 

King William Animal Shelter through 

their social media, website, and 

community events. 

Seagull Found His Home  

Thanks to Community Support  

A lot of times people look at the negative side of what they feel they can't do. I 

always look on the positive side of what I can do. 

Chuck Norris 



A p r i l  1 ,  2 0 2 6                               T h e  C o u n t r y  C o u r i e r                                           p a g e  6  

 

By Gene Campbell 

  The King William High School Cavaliers 

are off and swinging into another thrilling 

baseball and softball season. The diamonds 

at the school came alive with the sounds of 

bats cracking, balls flying, and cheers from 

the stands on March 17th as the Varsity 

Boys lost a nail-biter to the Patriots of 

Patrick Henry 5-4. Kolton Jimmo went 1-

for-3 at the plate and led the team with two 

runs batted in. Zai Shelton and Jimmo each 

collected one hit for the Cavaliers. 

  On March 19th the Cavaliers routed the 

Colonial Heights Colonials 10-0. Joseph 

Pasowicz earned the win with a no-hitter. 

The sophomore pitcher surrendered zero 

hits and zero runs over five innings, 

striking out six and walking one in the 

process of the shutout. Zai Shelton led the 

Cavs offense with two hits in two at-bats 

from the leadoff position. Javon Lewis and 

Shelton each drove in two runs for King 

William. Stevie Walton added a double 

and an RBI for the offense, and Conner 

Coleman had a base hit that knocked in a 

King William run. 

  On March 23rd the Cavs lost to the 

Mechanicsville Mustangs 5-0. Henry Kite 

turned in a solid performance on the 

mound as the senior pitcher went five and 

two-thirds innings, giving up only one 

earned run on three hits, striking out five, 

and walking two. Stevie Walton led the 

Cavaliers' offense with two hits in three at-

bats. 

  In the most recent game, the Cavaliers 

came up short against the Deep Run 

Wildcats 10-5 on March 25th. Dallas 

Thompson led the Cavs offense with a 

double and two runs batted in. Thompson, 

Henry Kite, Zai Shelton, Chase Jukes, 

Steive Walton, and Owen Normas each 

collected one hit for the Cavaliers.  

  The Varsity Boy Cavaliers' record is 1-3. 

The JV baseball team is 4-0 after wins over 

L a nc a s t e r ,  C o l o n i a l  H e i g h t s , 

Mechanicsville, and Deep Run. 

  The Girls Varsity softball team defeated 

the Colonial Heights Colonials 10-0 on 

March 19th befind the no-hit pitching of 

Jillian Smith. Smith also contributed to the 

offense with a 3-run HR. Olivia Unser and 

Addison Kirby also contributed with multi-

hit games. The Lady Cavs continued their 

winning ways with a 3-0 shutout of the 

Mechanicsville Mustangs on March 23rd. 

Jillian Smith threw another shutout and 

struck out 6. Smith and Zoey Robinson 

each drove in one run for the Cavaliers. 

Robinson led the Cavs with two hits in 

three at-bats. 

  On March 25th the Lady Cavs fell short to 

the Deep Run Wildcats 4-3. Jillian Smith 

went six and one-third innings, striking out 

nine and walking one. Zoey Robinson 

launched a solo HR, and Hollyn 

Krukowski went 2-for-3 at the plate and 

led the team with two runs batted in for the 

Lady Cavs offense. 

  The Varsity Lady Cavs are currently 2-1, 

while the JV Lady Cavs are 1-0 with a big 

win over the Colonial Heights Colonials. 

GO CAVS! 

Cavaliers Swinging into Spring 

Lady Cavs Jillian Smith smacks a three-run homer Cavs pitcher Joseph Pasowicz showing his no-hitter form 
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By Gene Campbell 

  A wave of nostalgia swept over me as I 

entered the King William Recreation Park 

on the afternoon of Saturday, March 28th 

for the King William Little League 

opening day ceremonies. For over 65 

years, I have been coming here, first as a 

kid swinging for the fences and now as a 

photographer shooting for the óperfect 

shot.ô On this cool, picture-perfect spring 

day, the atmosphere was filled with 

excitement, laughter, and the unmistakable 

sounds of baseballs cracking and parents 

cheering for their loved ones. 

  The festivities kicked off with an official 

opening ceremony that included team 

introductions and ceremonial first pitches. 

Generations of King William residents 

filled the bleachers, cheering on the young 

athletes as they proudly waved to moms, 

dads, grandparents, aunts, uncles, and 

friends as they paraded onto the field. Joe 

Jones (catcher Levi Porch) and Kyra 

Sayles (catcher Gracie Sluder) were joined 

by King William Supervisor Brenton 

Bohannon in throwing the ceremonial first 

pitches. The ceremonies also honored the 

King William Little Leagueôs (aka the 

Future Cavaliers) own Virginia Little 

League Baseball District 15 Champions. 

  Once the ceremony concluded, the games 

kicked off, with teams taking to the 

diamonds in their uniforms, ready to 

showcase their skills and sportsmanship. 

Games will be held at the King William 

Recreation Park on weeknights and 

weekends until early June. Do yourself a 

favor and come out to the ballpark and 

cheer on these young athletes, and while 

youôre there, take a moment to reminisce 

about your own days as a kid swinging for 

the fences! 

Batter Up 

Kyra Sayles throws the first pitch to catcher Gracie Sluder 

Joe Jones throws the first pitch to catcher Levi Porch 

It's That Time of Year!  

 
Be on the lookout for Farm Equipment on 
the road!!  
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Obituary  

Contributed by Rick Waugh, Director, King 

William DSS  

March is Family Services Staff 

Appreciation Month 
  Every day, behind the scenes in our 

community, there is a group of 

professionals doing some of the most 

challenging and important work 

imaginableðthe Family Services team at 

King William Department of Social 
Services. 

  Their work is not easy. It is filled with 

detailed documentation, complex forms, 

and ever-changing requirements.   

  It requires stepping into situations where 

no two days are the same, and often, no one 

truly knows what they will face when they 

walk through the door. Yet, despite these 

challenges, they continue to show upð

prepared, committed, and ready to serve. 

  Family Services staff meet individuals and 

families in some of their most difficult 

moments. They bring not only knowledge 

and skill, but compassion, resilience, and a 

possess a deep sense of responsibility to the 

people served. Their work often goes 

unseen by the broader public, but its impact 

is felt throughout our entire community. 

  It is because of their dedication to protect 

children and vulnerable adults, families are 

supported, and lives are changed for the 

better. They are the steady presence in 
times of uncertainty, the voice of guidance 

in moments of confusion, and the helping 

hand when it is needed most. 

 As Director, I have the privilege of seeing 

firsthand the level of professionalism, heart, 

and perseverance that our new Family 

Services team brings every single day.  I am 

proud of the work they do, and even more 

proud of the people they are. To our Family 

Services staffðthank you. Your work 

matters. Your impact is real. And our 

community is stronger because of you. 

Recognizing the Heart of Our Community 

Ocean Bard, Erica Goodman, Ebony Cox, Ann Porter, Jessica Gaines 

FOGG  

Sandra Walker 

Fogg, 73, of 

Manquin, passed 

away Friday, 

March 20, 2026. 

S h e  w a s 

preceded in 

death by her 

husband of 47 

years, Dennis 

F o g g  a n d 

parents, Evelyn 

and William Walker. Sandra is survived 

by her daughter, Shannon Fogg-Griffith 

(Jerry); grandchildren, Jamison, Julius, 

Dexter, Haven, Kamren, and J. J.; sister-in

-law, Debbie Davis (Gordon); brothers-in-

law, Kenny Fogg (Debby) and Roger 

Fogg (Rita); as well as many nieces and 

nephews. She enjoyed books, cooking, 

and long phone conversations with family 

and friends. She will be greatly missed by 

all that knew her. 

A memorial service was held on 

Thursday, March 26, 2026, at the Aylett 

Chapel of B. W. White Funeral Home, 

7837 Rich-Tapp Hwy (360). Interment 

was private. The family requests that in 

lieu of flowers, memorial contributions be 

made to the American Heart Association, 

4217 Park Place Ct, Glen Allen, VA 

23060 or online at: heart.org. 
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C e n t r a l 

High School 

( C H S ) 

M a r c h 

Senior of the 

Month, Juan 

G o n z a l e z . 

Contributed 

by Carol 

Carter 

  J u a n 

G o n s a l e z 

received the 

Senior of the Month award for his 

dedication to academics, service, and 

personal growth.  Juan is an active 

member of the National Honor Society 

(NHS) and is always willing to serve his 

school and community whenever 

needed.  He also attends Bridging 

Communities, where he is developing 

valuable skills in computer coding. 

  Mrs. Sershen, English teacher says, 

"Juan is always respectful even when he is 

dealing with the latest "issue" from a 

hungry McDonalds customer!  His ready 

smile helps to get my day started in the 

right direction.  I enjoy his intense 

conversations about a variety of topics.  I 

am always excited to hear what he is 

learning about in flight school."r what he 

is learning about in flight school. 

  Mrs. Curle, English teacher, taught Juan 

in the 11th grade and she is his NHS 

sponsor has to say some awesome things 

about him.  She states, "Beyond the 

classroom, Juan continually challenges 

himself in unique ways.  He is currently 

working toward earning his pilot's license 

- an impressive accomplishment for a high 

school student. His wide range of interests 

reflects a true Renaissance spirit; he 

enjoys playing classical guitar, studying 

the Russian language, and exploring new 

ideas and skills." 

  In the classroom, Juan is attentive, 

completes his work consistently, and 

actively contributes to discussions with 

thoughtful insights.  His curiosity, positive 

attitude, and engaging personality makes 

him a joy to be around.  Juan's 

commitment to learning and his 

willingness to embrace new challenges 

make him a CHS Royal Tiger that we are 

all proud of. 

  Mrs. Walsh, English as a Second 

Language teacher, has been his teacher for 

several years and she states, "Juan is a true 

"outside-the-box thinker.  He approaches 

the world with creativity and confidence, 

always willing to see things from a 

different perspective.  Whether others 

understand his ideas right away or not, 

Juan continues to move forward and 

succeed in his own unique way." 

  Mrs. Powell, Government teacher, states, 

"Juan is an absolute pleasure to teach.  He 

comes to class every day with a smile on 

his face and a sincere desire to 

learn.  Above all else, he is genuine in 

everything that he does.  From his passion 

for aviation, to his frustration with global 

affairs, to his classroom leadership, Juan 

delivers himself with confidence and 

respect.  Behind his mature composure, 

sits a king, family-oriented, faith-centered 

young man. There is no doubt that Juan is 

going to succeed in all that life puts before 

him.  Regardless of the situation, he will 

continue to approach any challenge with a 

sharp mind and strong sense of purpose -- 

and not to mention a strong hat game!" 

  Juan looks for opportunities that many 

students his age might not notice, and he 

isn't afraid to dream big.  Even more 

impressive, he works hard to turn those 

dreams into reality, putting in the effort 

and determination needed to reach his 

goals.  Juan also shows great respect for 

the people who guide him.  Whether you 

were his teacher ten years ago or you 

teach him today, he remembers the impact 

you made and always takes the time to say 

hello.  He values the mentors in his life 

and lessons they share with him. In 

addition to his strong character and 

ambition, Juan is incredibly talented. He 

takes pride in his culture and expresses it 

through music, skillfully playing a 12-

string guitar.  His creativity, respect, 

dedication, and talent make him a 

wonderful choice for Senior of the 

Month.  Congratulations, Juan! 

March Senior of the Month Garden Club of the Middle Peninsula 
Featured Properties 

and Activities on the 

K&Q Bruington Tour  

  This is the first of 

t w o  a r t i c l e s 

h igh l igh t ing the 

history and unique 

properties that will be 

open on Friday April 

24, 2026, for King and 

Queen Countyôs 

Bruington Historic 

District tour hosted by the Garden Club of the 

Middle Peninsula.  The tour will feature four 

historic homes and two churches. Profiles of 

three houses, The Vineyard, Erin, and Cloverly 

are included here.  In addition to the beautiful 

homes and historic churches that may be 

visited, special activities are planned 

throughout the day at the historic Marriott 

School (King and Queen Library), Bruington 

Church, and Bethlehem Baptist Church, also 

described below. 

  THE VINEYARD (4193 The Trail, 

Bruington) The oldest home on the tour, The 

Vineyard is a beautifully preserved Federal-

style home circa 1816. This elegant two-story 

dwelling exudes early 19th-century Tidewater 

grace with its classic center-passage plan, three

-bay façade, and gable roof. Framed by mature 

boxwoods and gardens originally planted by 

the owner's mother, it offers a timeless glimpse 

into post-Revolutionary life. Family heirlooms 

occupy spacious, light-filled rooms. 

Thoughtful updates honor heritage while 

adding comfort.   

  ERIN (156 Norwood Rd., Bruington) 

Erin is a rare example of mid-19th century 

brick architecture in 

this area. Built circa 

1857, its tall form with 

Engl ish basement 

commands attention. 

Local lore says the 

house was angled to 

favor neither Norwood 

Road nor the Trail, as 

the owner's wife 

couldnôt decide 

between them. From 

1880 to the 1960s, Erin served as Bruington 

Baptist Church's parsonage. Today, Greek 

Revival details and side-passage plan provide 

the foundation, while interiors reflect the 

owners' aesthetic-balancing history with 

playful sensibility. Original built-ins line the 

hall, and a charming Versailles-inspired ñHall 

of Mirrorsò stairwell adds whimsy.  

  CLOVERLY (5328 The Trail, Bruington) 

Cloverly is the last large antebellum home built 

in the area, with construction beginning before 

the Civil War. The war halted completion, 

leaving clues like primed but unpainted doors 

and a flat roof that remained for 120 years. 

Built by Dr. Thomas Henley, it originally 

included his dental office. Later, a judge 

moved a nearby schoolhouse onto the property 

for his office. Today, Cloverly stands 

beautifully reimagined with a side-gable roof 

and additions that blend with its historic form. 

Inside, a dramatic 30-foot transverse hallway 

leads to inviting roomsðincluding a cozy den, 

restored dining room with fireplace, and stylish 

mudroom.  

Please see Garden Tour,  

continued on page 22. 
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  The dayôs festivities will kick off at 10 

am and continue till 3 pm. A program 

will commence at 11 am, featuring the 

King William Community Band, a 

history of King William County, 

historical reenactors, a musket exhibit, 

dancing, and remarks by the Chiefs of 

the local Upper Mattaponi and 

Pamunkey Native American tribes. 

  As the nation commemorates its 250th 

anniversary, King William County 

stands proud, recognizing the unique 

stories and contributions of our own 

community to our countryôs journey. 

Mark the date of Saturday, April 11th on 

your calendar and plan to spend the day 

on the grounds of the oldest courthouse 

still in continuous use in the United 

States. 

Pamunkey Chief Kevin Brown 

picture by Danny Clark 

Celebration, continued from page 2 

  Stacey McBride, Finance Director, 

reported that the FY2025 audit is 

underway and should be completed by the 

end of June. She presented a draft of the 

FY2026 budget through February 2026, 

with revenues at 67%, slightly lower than 

anticipated, while expenditures were at 

54%. She also reported that FY2027 

budget workshop sessions are ongoing. 

  During the public comment period, a 

group of teachers and paraprofessional 

staff from the school system spoke in 

favor of the school system's draft budget 

request to transition paraprofessionals to 

KWCPS employees. Currently, these 

paraprofessionals (provided through an 

outside vendor) work alongside teachers 

but do not receive the benefits they would 

as county employees and therefore feel 

like second-class workers. 

  In other matters, Supervisors (1) 

unanimously approved Resolution 26-21, 

appointing an agent in the planning 

department to take certain actions on 

subdivision plats and development plans, 

and (2) unanimously approved Resolution 

26-22, the Historic Preservation 

Architectural Review Board (HPARB) 

submission of grant funding for the 

Mattaponi Indian Tribe and Reservation as 

an eligible historic district for the National 

Register of Historic Places. 

  The next meeting of the King William 

Board of Supervisors is scheduled for 

Monday, April 13th, beginning at 6:30 pm 

at the administrative building in the 

courthouse complex. Stay INVOLVED, it 

is YOUR county. 

BOS, continued from front page 

  Because of its popularity over the years, 

the lodge can now award a $2,000 

scholarship to a graduating student at 

Essex, King & Queen Central, and King 

William High Schools. These scholarships 

have made a meaningful impact on the 

lives of these students, helping them 

pursue their educational dreams. ñOur 

mission is to give back to the community 

that has supported us for so long,ò said 

lodge member Glenn Ransone. 

  Founded in 1869 in Walkerton, 

Arlington Lodge #102 has long been a 

cornerstone of community engagement 

and philanthropy, deeply rooted in 

tradition and dedicated to giving back. 

Over the years, this organization has made 

significant contributions to the local area, 

supporting various initiatives and 

providing essential resources for those in 

need. 

  As I stepped through the lodge door on 

the morning of Saturday, March 21st, 

along with 250 other hungry patrons, I 

was greeted by the aroma of salt fish, 

scrambled eggs, crispy bacon, sausage, 

baked apples, and biscuits. Even more 

inviting were the smiling faces of old 

friends, eager to share a story or a joke. It 

was a true celebration of country living at 

its finest! 

  The next saltfish breakfast is in October. 

Make your plans now to be part of a 

beloved country tradition! 

Arlington Lodge, continued from front page  

  Officials recommend taking simple steps 

to reduce distracted driving, such as using 

smartphonesô Do Not Disturb feature, 

setting navigation and music before 

driving, and only responding to calls or 

messages after safely pulling overðnot at 

a stoplight. 

Parents and adults also should model good 

driving habits for younger drivers, who 

often mirror what they see. 

  ñPut the phone away and wear your 

seatbelt,ò Jacobs added. ñA seatbelt is 

your best defense against a distracted 

driver.ò 

Distracted Driving, continued from page 4 
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Farm Bureau 

  U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Brooke 

Rollins announced a national campaign to 

promote the updated ñProduct of USAò 

voluntary labeling standard for meat, 

poultry and egg products. The standard, 

which took effect Jan. 1, requires that 

animals be born, raised, harvested and 

processed in the United States for a 

product to carry the label. 

Rollins said the change is designed to 

provide transparency for consumers and 

ensure that farmers committed to a fully 

domestic supply chain can compete fairly. 

Administration officials noted that the 

update comes as the U.S. continues to lose 

family farms and faces a 75-year-low 

national cattle herd, even as consumer 

demand for beef has grown. 

The updated definition ends the previous 

practice of allowing imported meat to 

qualify as domestic after minimal 

processing. Companies choosing to use 

the label must meet the fully U.S.-sourced 

requirement. 

Virginia agriculture leaders say the shift 

aligns closely with state efforts to 

strengthen local beef production. The 

Virginia Verified Meat program, launched 

in 2025, certifies beef born, raised and 

processed within the commonwealth. 

Created through 2024 legislation, the 

program aims to support local producers, 

ensure truth in labeling, and increase 

consumer trust in Virginia-sourced meat. 

It also complements recent state 

legislation requiring lab grown or cell-

cultivated proteins to be clearly labeled to 

prevent misleading marketing. 

Jake Tabor, Virginia Farm Bureau 

legislative specialist for livestock issues, 

said the federal and state standards work 

hand in hand. 

ñVirginiaôs livestock producers take pride 

in raising a high-quality product from start 

to finish, and both the óProduct of USAô 

and Virginia Verified Meat standards help 

ensure that commitment is recognized,ò 

Tabor said. ñClear labeling gives Virginia 

farmers the fairness they deserve and 

gives consumers confidence that choosing 

local truly supports our communities.ò 

The announcement is part of USDAôs 

broader effort to strengthen domestic 

processing capacity and support American 

farmers. 

USDA Launches Campaign to Promote 

Strengthened óProduct of USAô Label 

Edible Flowers 

Photo  Joshua Maclin, Virginia State University Marketing and Communications  

  A recent Virginia State University work-

shop explored ongoing research into edi-

ble flowersô untapped powersðfrom 

emerging culinary uses to whole health 

benefits. 

  ñFlowers are food for the soul and 

tummy,ò emphasized Theresa Nartea, 

VSU professor and Virginia Cooperative 

Extension small farm marketing & agri-

business specialist, during a Feb. 27 work-

shop at VSU Randolph Farm. Young 

farmers from across Virginia learned 

about innovative research about edible 

flowers as part of the 2026 Virginia Farm 

Bureau Federation Young Farmers Winter 

Expo. 

  Nartea, while handing out dried organic 

lavender bouquets, encouraged workshop 

participants to crush the buds in their 

hands and savor the soothing aroma. 

  ñI carry a few stems of dried lavender 

with me in my pocket so I can keep going, 

because if you crush just one bud between 

your fingers, the fragrance becomes even 

more beautiful,ò she noted cheerily. 

ñLifeôs trials are like thisðyou feel a 

crushing, but the beauty comes from those 

hard times in our life.ò 

Please see page 19. 


