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Celebrating Our Nationôs 250
th

 Anniversary 

Brig. Gen. Lewis B. Puller speaking at the 250th anniversary celebration of  

King William County in 1952. Photo courtesy the King William Historical Society 

King William Ruritan Club Serves Up Appreciation at Annual Spouse and Awards Night 

Members of the King William Ruritan Club                              Please see FULL STORY, continued on page 7. 

By Gene Campbell 

  This year marks a significant milestone in our nation's history as we 

celebrate the 250th anniversary of our nationôs founding. In honor of this 

momentous occasion, the King William 250th Committee is organizing a 

grand celebration of our independence on Saturday, April 11th, at our 

historic courthouse. The Courthouse, the oldest courthouse still in 

continuous use in the United States, stands as a testament to our enduring 

heritage. Its walls have witnessed the unfolding of countless chapters in our 

communityôs history, making it the perfect venue for this yearôs 

celebration. 

  Reflecting on our history, this is not the first time King William County 

has commemorated a 250th anniversary. Seventy-four years ago, on the 

weekend of April 26th, 1952, a grand celebration of the countyôs founding 

took place, with a range of events designed to engage and inspire the 

community. That celebration featured pageantry at local high schools, tours 

of historic colonial homes, and a prestigious program at the old courthouse, 

highlighted by speeches from notable figures, including Brigadier General 

Lewis B. Puller, a native son and the most decorated Marine in American 

history. The festivities concluded with a Colonial Ball at the old 

Community Building located on the old high school grounds.  

Please see 250 Anniversary, continued on page 4. 
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  Donôt Miss Another Issue! 
 

If you are not receiving 

t h e  C o u n t r y 

Courier and you 

live outside the 

community, you can 

subscribe for an Annual 

Rate of $40.00 (includes 

postage) and keep up with the latest 

news from King William and King 

and Queen counties.   

Publisherôs Message 
 

8014 Lee Davis Road, Mechanicsville 7̔46-8665 

A 121 Year  

Tradition of Caring  

 Bennett Funeral Home was established in 1897 to serve the needs of 

Richmond families.  Since then, this locally owned and operated business has 

continued to serve the community with its unique combination of caring and 

convenience. 

 This tradition of excellence  can be seen in the four beautiful chapels 

located throughout the Richmond area: centrally located on Cutshaw Avenue in 

the city, on Broad Street Road past Innsbrook, serving the Hanover-

Mechanicsville area on Lee-Davis Road and Chesterfield Chapel on Ashbrook 

Pkwy. in Chesterfield. All four facilities are under the personal direction of 

Charles D. Morehead, President. 

 In a time of need, you can turn to Bennett Funeral Home with trust and 

confidence.  It serves families of all faiths with personal service, before, during, 

and after.  There is a long tradition of professionalism and caring. 

 One way in which Bennett cares for families, is by offering a convenient 

and personalized pre-need program.  Through this program pre-need planning, you 

can spare your loved ones the burden of making decisions at an emotional time.  

Call Bennett Funeral Home at 746-8665 to schedule a pre-planning consultation.

BENNETT funeral home 

Caring Since 1897 

Ninety-Nine Years and Cheers for Big T! 

Awesome Tom 

By Gene Campbell 

  In 1926, Calvin ñSilent Calò Coolidge 

was in the White House; a new car cost 

$525; and gas was just 20 cents a gallon. 

On December 22nd of that year, Tom 

Newman was welcomed into the world at 

the historic Berkley House in downtown 

Aylett. While much has changed since that 

time, one thing has remained constant: 

Tom. For the past ninety-nine years, Tom, 

affectionally known as ñBig Tò, the 

ñMayor of Aylettò, and ñMr. Southside 

Bank,ò has seen it all. Now living less 

than a mile from where he was born, Tom 

is more than just a lifelong resident; he 

stands as a true institution in King 

William County.  

  On December 17th, family, friends, and 

former coworkers gathered in his home to 

celebrate this remarkable milestone, filling 

the air with laughs, heartfelt stories, and 

cherished memories.  

Please see Tom Newman,  

continued on page 14. 

 It's always nice to get a few warm days in January, reminding us that the 

seasons come and go. One day at a time, I hope your Christmas and New 

Year were filled with blessings.  

 

Take care until next time.  



J a n u a r y  7 ,  2 0 2 6                               T h e  C o u n t r y  C o u r i e r                                           p a g e  3  

 



J a n u a r y  7 ,  2 0 2 6                               T h e  C o u n t r y  C o u r i e r                                           p a g e  4  

 

Equine Talk Sponsored by: 

T-Town Tack  

Animal E-mail 
 

By Allen Brintley and ñPipò 

 

  Animals use their sense of smell 

to communicate sometimes. Iôm 

always joking with my wife when 

she walks her little dog and he 

wants to stop and smell every tree 

and bush he can find. I tell her that 

we have e-mail and he is just 

checking his p-mail. Some of them 

he only sniffs for a few seconds 

and moves on. I tell her those are 

just spam or junk mail and he 

deletes them. Others he wants to 

check out a little longer and then 

heôll raise his leg and send them a 

reply. Then there are the ones that 

must have so much information 

because she can barely pull him 

away by his leash. I tell her to give 

him a few minutes because they 

must have an attachment and it will 

take him a couple of minutes to 

download. 

  Horses, mules, and donkeys use 

smell also to check things out. We 

are always in a hurry to get 

something done or introduce 

something new to them that we 

donôt take the time to let them 

accept it on their own terms. Just 

take a couple of extra minutes and 

let them look at it, smell it, and 

push it around with their nose as 

long as it is something that wonôt 

hurt them. This is all that it takes 

for some of them to realize that 

there is no danger and they wonôt 

pay it any more attention. Other 

times they may do what Pip likes 

to do and curl her upper lip and 

raise her head high as if to say 

ñWhew, this thing smells!ò 

  You can e-ma i l  me a t 

Allen@TwinRiversRealty.com or 

call me at 804-690-7870. Iôll see 

you on the trails. 

  This year, the King William 250th 

Committee is embracing this spirit of 

celebration by planning a variety of 

activities throughout the year that 

celebrate our independence and the values 

it represents. The theme for the 1952 

anniversary, ñIndividual Liberty-The Faith 

of Our Fathers,ò still resonates powerfully 

today as we gather again to honor our 

shared commitment to freedom and 

liberty. 

  We encourage everyone to join us on 

Saturday, April 11th, for a day filled with 

remembrance, reflection, and celebration. 

This cherished inheritance of liberty is as 

relevant today as it was 250 years ago. 

Mark the date of April 11th on your 

calendar and join us to celebrate the 

principles of independence that continue 

to unite us as a community and nation. 

250
th

 Anniversary, continued from front page 

Write it on your heart that every day is the best day in the year. 

Ralph Waldo Emerson 

https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/ralph-waldo-emerson-quotes
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Obituaries 
LONGEST 

Helen Hockaday Longest, 90, of St. 

Stephens Church, VA died Saturday, 

December 13, 2025, at her home, 

Goshen Farm, surrounded by her 

family. 

Mrs. Longest grew up in Spotsylvania 

and later became a resident of King 

and Queen County where she raised 

her family.   She retired in 2015 from 

King and Queen County as the 

Commissioner of Revenue after 44 

years of service and was a founding 

member of Aylett Country Day School 

in Millers Tavern, VA. 

Preceding her in death was her 

husband of 49 years, G. Merl Longest 

Sr.  She is survived by her three 

daughters, Donna Garrison and her 

husband, Andy, of Little River S.C., 

Debbie Miller and her husband, 

Bryan, of Deltaville, and Diane Pierce 

and her husband, Rob, of St. Stephens 

Church; one son, George M. Longest 

Jr. and his wife, Sandy, of St. 

Stephens Church; 11 grandchildren, 

Jenny Moore (Brandon), Andrew 

Garrison, Bryan Allyn Miller

(Jennifer), Ashley Taliaferro (Mark), 

Blake Miller (Courtney), Sara, Grace 

and Anna Pierce, Chris Longest 

(Tiffany), Jason Longest and Woody 

Johnson (Kel ley);  14 great-

grandchildren, Milaina and Gavin 

Moore; Baylen, Benton, and Cayden 

Miller; Duncan and Luke Taliaferro; 

Kinsley and Bladen Miller; Millie, 

Lillie, and Toby Longest; Mason and 

Owen Johnson.  She is also survived 

by one sister, Catharine Mathis of 

Spotsylvania; brother-in-law Robert 

Longest of St. Stephens Church; and 

sister-in-laws Jean Hitchcock of 

Mechanicsville, Pauline Swenson of 

St. Stephens Church and numerous 

nieces and nephews.   

She was preceded in death by her 

parents, Roderick and Lott ie 

Hockaday; two brothers Raymond and 

W. P. Hockaday and two sisters, Ruth 

Edenton and Leah Jones.   

A funeral will be held at 2 p.m. 

Wednesday, December 17, at Marks-

B r i s t o w  F u n e r a l  H o m e ,  

Tappahannock, VA. Burial will follow 

in the family cemetery at Green 

Chambers Farm, St. Stephens Church, 

VA. 

The family will receive friends from 1 

to 2 pm at the funeral home on 

December 17, 2025.  

The family wishes to express their 

sincere appreciation and love to 

Burnestine Brooks, Cynthia Blagmon, 

Evelyn Smith, Sandy Wolfrey, 

Beverly Lovelace and Millie Longest 

who lovingly provided care for our 

Mother over the past 20 months.   

Memorials may be made to Aylett 

County Day School, P. O. Box 70, 

Millers Tavern, VA 23115.  

SOUTHER 

William ñBillò 

Souther of King 

W i l l i a m , 

departed this 

w o r l d  o n 

S u n d a y , 

December 28, 

2025. He was preceded in death by his 

loving wife, Virginia, who he missed 

dearly, son, 

Billy, and daughter-in-law, Shirley. 

Left to hold his memory close to their 

hearts are his son, Allen Southern, 

daughters, Tammy Southern, Becky 

(Gary) Williams, 2 sisters, 3 brothers, 

11 grandchi ldren,  15 great-

grandchildren and 1 soon to arrive, 

great great grandbaby. 

Memorial service to be held by his 

family at a later date. 
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Secretary Ed Moren (left) presents the Co Ruritan of the Year Award to Troy Simons  

By Gene Campbell 

 

  On December 16th, the King William 

Ruritan Club celebrated its Annual 

Spouse and Awards Night at the club's 

facilities on Rt. 30, bringing together 

membersô spouses and guests for an 

evening filled with good food, 

camaraderie, and awards. Attendees 

were treated to a delicious steak 

dinner with all the trimmings, 

prepared under the direction of club 

members Billy Robinson and Ernie 

Glazebrook. Adding to the menu was 

club member J. N. Millsô 

mouthwatering oyster stew. Even ole 

Santa stopped by to sample the stew 

and delicious steak dinner, while 

spreading holiday cheer. 

  The event was not only a night to 

show appreciation for members' 

spouses, but also to honor our first 

responders. Donations were given to 

representatives of the Walkerton 

Community Fire Association, King 

William Emergency Ministries, and 

the King William Sheriffôs 

Department. The club has donated 

over $26,000 to these organizations 

and others throughout this past year.  

  The highlight of the night was the 

announcement of the Co-Ruritans of 

the Year, Troy Simons and Frank 

Coullier, who were recognized for 

their dedication and service to the 

club. Also recognized at the meeting 

was outgoing club treasurer David 

Leake for his fourteen years of 

service. Zone 3 Governor and club 

member Ronnie Moore installed the 

2026 officers. They are President 

Mike Morrison, Secretary Ed Moren, 

Treasurer Troy Simons, and Directors 

Ellen Otey, Gene Campbell, and Chris 

White.  

  The club is busy preparing for its 

annual Brunswick Stew Sale on 

Saturday, January 17th, at the club's 

facilities. Please call 804-337-5191 to 

order a quart of stew for $10. As 

always, the club THANKS the 

community for its support throughout 

the year.  

 

Happy New Year!  

King William Ruritan Club Serves Up Appreciation at Annual Spouse and Awards Night 
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Santa and Mrs. Claus's Visit  

to the Tavern Museum  

Contributed by Debi Moren 

  The King William County Historical 

Museum would like to thank all visitors 

young and old that came to visit Santa and 

Mrs. Claus.  They enjoyed hot chocolate, 

apple cider and cookies.  Crafts included 

beaded, star and magic ornaments, and 

best of all decorating gingerbread men and 

sugar cookies.  We appreciate everyone 

that came to our event and hope to see you 

again next year. 

Contributed by Carol Carter 

 

  King and Queen County Public Schools 

have an annual tradition of a Holiday Card 

created by the students. The art students 

work on a winter drawing and each school 

sends five art pieces to the School Board 

office. The students in all schools also do 

the same with writing a poem. They are 

numbered anonymously, one of each (art 

and poem) is picked, and then we get the 

names from the school. This year 

Cheyenne Mullins from Central High 

School won with her drawing and Genesis 

Gonzalez won with her poem. They were 

framed (art and poem) and presented to 

the students at the December School 

Board meeting.   

Students with framed work, Art drawing and poem. 

King & Queen Holiday Card  

(Photo Courtesy of Gene Campbell) 
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Made Your New Yearôs  

Resolutions Yet? 

 

Contributed by Celine Ferrari 

TAPPAHANNOCK, VA (December 11, 2

025) ï The Tappahannock Police 

Department has been awarded the 

prestigious FBI-Law Enforcement 

Executive Development Association (FBI-

LEEDA) Agency Trilogy Award, a 

national recognition given to law 

e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c i e s 

that demonstrate outstanding commitment 

to leadership development and 

professional excellence.   

  The award honors Chief Colonel Thomas 

Carter and the departmentôs entire 

command staff for completing all three of 

FBI-LEEDAôs premier leadership 

institutes and demonstrating a unified 

commitment to effective, ethical, and 

community-focused leadership.  

   The Agency Trilogy Award is presented 

to law enforcement agencies whose full 

command staff has successfully completed 

the Supervisor Leadership Institute, 

Command Leadership Institute, and 

Executive Leadership Institute. These 

programs focus on essential topics 

including ethical decision-making, 

emotional intelligence, community 

engagement, implicit bias, and leadership 

strategies that build and maintain public 

trust.  

   ñThis recognition reflects the dedication, 

discipline, and professionalism of our 

entire command staff,ò said Chief Colonel 

Thomas Carter. ñStrong leadership is the 

foundation of effective policing, and when 

we invest in our leaders, we strengthen the 

quality of service we provide to our 

community. I am extremely proud of our 

team and grateful for this honor.ò  

   ñCongratulations to Chief Carter and the 

Tappahannock Police Department 

command staff for achieving this 

milestone,ò said FBI-LEEDA Executive 

Director Jacques Battiste. ñYour 

commitment to professional development 

and excellence in leadership sets a strong 

example for agencies across the country.ò  

  Each FBI-LEEDA course is uniquely 

designed to enhance public safety 

professionals of all levels with leadership 

and management skills. The courses 

are instructed by seasoned public safety 

leaders from across the country who tailor 

their strong expertise to each class.   

  Since the inception of the Agency 

Trilogy Award, 232 law enforcement 

organizations have been recognized for 

excellence in leadership. To learn more 

about the Agency Trilogy Program, 

visit www.fbileeda.org.   

Police Dept. Earns FBI-LEEDA  

Agency Trilogy Award  

By Gene Campbell 

 

  Ah, itôs that time of the year again, when 

our dreams take flight and aspirations 

bloom anew as we dive into the tradition 

of making our New Yearôs resolutions. 

Have you made your list yet? Every year, 

we diligently pen our aspirations, 

convinced this will finally be the year we 

conquer our goals. Yet, like clockwork, 

we face the same familiar fate: despite all 

our enthusiasm and good intentions, our 

resolutions often slip through our fingers 

like grains of sand. 

  At first, our resolutions seem within 

reach. However, with each passing week, 

we find ourselves weaving webs of 

excuses, allowing distractions to creep in 

as the days slip away. The heart of our 

determination softens, and reality sets in, 

reminding us of lifeôs complexities. 

Before we know it, the dreams we had so 

carefully nurtured fade into mere shadows 

of what they were. Now we are caught in a 

familiar dance of procrastination, 

convincing ourselves that tomorrow will 

surely be the day we reignite the flame. 

  One month in, our resolutions wane, 

leaving behind only whispers of what 

might have been. Oh well, there is always 

next year.  

And now we welcome the new year.  

Full of things that have never been. 
 

Rainer Maria Rilke 

https://tracking.us.nylas.com/l/6b3916ae471b44d0aabbd45897bedda9/0/5128bfa114bce8f1367f7a2bdfe4ccf85aceb13a250fb550c67428ea60395c21?cache_buster=1765812160
https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/rainer-maria-rilke-quotes
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Tom Newman, continued from page 2 

 Raised in the picturesque riverside 

town of Aylett, Tom only left his 

hometown when Uncle Sam called 

him to duty. Proudly serving in the 

Navy during World War II, Tom likes 

to tell the story of when former Presi-

dent Harry Truman visited his ship.  

  After the war, Tom returned home 

and embarked on a long and distin-

guished career at Southside Bank, now 

Primis Bank. Renowned for his integ-

rity and straightforward manner, Tom 

fondly recalls, ñBack in my day, a 

handshake was all that was needed to 

borrow money,ò emphasizing a time 

when trust and personal connections 

were the foundation of banking. His 

frugal lifestyle included cycling to 

work each day and returning home at 

noon to enjoy lunch prepared by his 

late beloved wife, Martha.  

  As the celebration continued, guests 

indulged in delicious food and drink 

prepared by Tomôs daughter, Susan, 

truly the HOST with the MOST! With 

admiration flowing, guests gathered 

around Tom, showering him not only 

with birthday wishes but also with 

praise for the wisdom and kindness he 

has given throughout his extraordinary 

life. The icing on the cake? A surprise 

call from his favorite NASCAR 

driver, Denny Hamlin, who wished 

him a happy birthday! His friend and 

admirer, Jesse Burch, enthusiastically 

remarked, ñHeôs as sharp as a tack, not 

only in mind, but also in looks!ò With 

his strikingly wrinkle-free olive com-

plexion, I couldnôt help but joke, 

ñTom, you look younger than I do!ò  

  Tomôs family remains closely knit; 

his daughter, Susan, who now lives in 

the Berkley House with her husband 

Lee Richards, checks in daily, and his 

son, Stephen, who lives in Atlanta, 

makes a point of visiting whenever he 

can. 

  Laughter and smiles filled the room 

as everyone sang ñHappy Birthday,ò 

celebrating Tomôs incredible journey 

of a life well lived and the cherished 

memories yet to come.  

 

  Happy 99th birthday, Big T!          

Be at war with your vices, at peace with your neighbors, and let every new year find 

you a better man. 

Benjamin Franklin  

https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/benjamin-franklin-quotes
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Contributed by Carol Carter 

  King and Queen County School 

Board recognized Central High School 

(CHS) Khia Moore as the November 

Senior of the Month. Jennifer Eddy, 

CHS Principal, presented comments 

regarding Khia Moore. Whitney 

Curle, English teacher, states about 

Khia, "Quiet strength, genuine 

kindness, and unwavering dedication 

are the qualit ies that define 

Khia. Though soft-spoken, Khia is 

remarkably observant, thoughtful, and 

intentional in everything she does. Her 

presence brings calm, creativity, and 

reliability to every space she 

enters. For the past three years, Khia 

has been a devoted member of the 

National Honor Society, where she 

currently serves as Vice-President. In 

this role, she leads by example - never 

seeking the spotlight but always 

stepping up when her peers, teachers, 

or community need her. Her creativity 

sh ines  in  the  pro jec ts  she 

contributes to (our Canva Queen), and 

her kindness is evident in the way she 

supports her classmates and mentors 

younger students. Khia never asks for 

recognition, yet she consistently earns 

it. She is the friend who listens, the 

student who works hard without 

complaint, and the leader who guides 

quietly but powerfully. Whether 

helping a teacher, supporting a 

classmate, or being present for her 

family, Khia demonstrates character 

and compassion that inspire everyone 

around her." 

  Jenny Powell, Government teacher, 

reiterates Mrs. Curle's thoughts by 

also stating, "Khia is one of the most 

compassionate and empathetic student 

we have at CHS. She is a natural 

leader who puts people first. She 

embodies gratitude, kindness, and 

amb i t i on  - -  a l l  t he  wh i le , 

demonstrating poise and grace. She is 

inclusive in every space she enters and 

she is committed to doing the right 

thing. For being such a young woman, 

she connects with people of all ages, 

making her one of the brightest lights 

and most positive forces in our King 

and Queen community." 

  Deborah Carter, Library aide and 

Track Coach, says, "She is a very 

sweet person who wears her heart on 

her sleeve by always caring for others 

before herself.  Her goal is to be a 

therapist and I can see her doing that 

in the future.  Khia has so many 

talents that it's hard to talk about one 

of them.  She is strong, loving, kind, 

and the best friend you could ever ask 

for. She is like a daughter to me. I'm 

glad I met her early on in her life, but 

her senior year we bonded like no 

other. I can't wait to see what lies 

ahead for her." 

  Khia has stepped up the last two 

years by volunteering to help with our 

athletic program by selling tickets at 

numerous home sporting events. She 

has a great attitude and has really 

come out of her quiet shell. We look 

forward to hearing what she does and 

all she accomplishes in the future. 

Congratulations to Khia Moore. 

November Senior of the Month Meet Seagull  
  Seagull is 100% goofy, 100% hound, and 

1000% ready to party. At just a year old, he's 

a bouncy, curious, floppy-eared fun machine. 

He's got places to go, smells to smell, and 

zero interest in sitting still unless snacks are 

involved. He's the kind of dog who turns 

every walk into an adventure and every 

moment into a comedy show. If your life 

needs more laughter, longer walks, and a built

-in best friend, Seagull's your guy.  

 

Regional Animal Shelter  

Phone 804-769-4983  

20201 King William Road King 

William, VA 23086  


