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Santa Around Town ï He is Everywhere! 

Kings Grant Preschool at McKendree Church, please see full story on page 12. 

Walkerton Christmas Parade Santa and his 

crew 

Walkerton Christmas Parade Judges 

Award winner 

Kiddie train at the Walkerton Christmas 

Parade 

A New Era Begins at Beulah Baptist Church 

Beulah Baptist Church pastor Alex Rand 

By Gene Campbell 

  We are so fortunate to live in a rural setting such as King William County where local churches are 

the HEART of community life. My good friend and fellow classmate Sandra Poynter Kersey 

recently came to me and said ñGene, I want you to meet our new minister at Beulah Baptist 

Church.ò It was an opportunity I was not going to pass up. I recently sat down with their new 

minister, Alex Rand. He is a young energetic gentleman, all of 27 years old, who took over the 

pastoral duties of the Church this fall. He has some big shoes to fill. Ed Shepard, Beulahôs former 

pastor for 38 years, recently retired and the good folks at Beulah have been looking for someone to 

lead their congregation.                                         Please see Beulah, continued on page 12. 
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  Donôt Miss Another Issue! 
 

If you are not receiving 

t h e  C o u n t r y 

Courier and you 

live outside the 

community, you can 

subscribe for an Annual 

Rate of $35.00 (includes 

postage) and keep up with the latest 

news from King William and King 

and Queen counties.   

Publisherôs Message 
 

 Bennett Funeral Home was established in 1897 to serve the needs of 

Richmond families.  Since then, this locally owned and operated business has 

continued to serve the community with its unique combination of caring and 

convenience. 

 This tradition of excellence  can be seen in the four beautiful chapels 

located throughout the Richmond area: centrally located on Cutshaw Avenue in 

the city, on Broad Street Road past Innsbrook,  serving the Hanover-

Mechanicsville area on Lee-Davis Road and Chesterfield Chapel on Ashbrook 

Pkwy. in Chesterfield. All four facilities are under the personal direction of 

Charles D. Morehead, President. 

 In a time of need, you can turn to Bennett Funeral Home with trust and 

confidence.  It serves families of all faiths with personal service, before, during, 

and after.  There is a long tradition of professionalism and caring. 

 One way in which Bennett cares for families, is by offering a convenient 

and personalized pre-need program.  Through this program pre-need planning, you 

can spare your loved ones the burden of making decisions at an emotional time.  

Call Bennett Funeral Home at 746-8665 to schedule a pre-planning consultation.

BENNETT funeral home 

Caring Since 1897 

A 125 Year  

Tradition of Caring  

8014 Lee Davis Road, Mechanicsville 7̔46-8665 

  Rev. Stevens Burrell, Pastor of Gleaning 

Baptist Church in Gloucester, and Rev. 

Douglas Riley, resident of King William 

County and Pastor of Shepherdsville 

Baptist Church also located in Gloucester 

helped to spread some Christmas joy by 

donating brand new bicycles, backpacks, 

coats, hats, gloves, shoes, turkeys, hams, 

and canned goods to the children and 

families of King William County. The 

King William County Public Schools and 

the King William Social Services.  

Jason Bruffey, Pastor Stevens Burrell, Pastor Douglas Riley, Stacy Johnson, Keegan Chapman, 

and Tal Ambrose 

Spreading Christmas Joy 

  We all enjoy receiving beautifully wrapped presents on Christmas day. It's 

exciting wondering what could be inside. Someone took the time and expense to 

make sure there was something to open just for you. Let's consider what the 

Lord gave us on Christmas day. What a perfect gift, his own son Jesus Christ. 

This Christmas think about the gift given to all the world, after all, isn't that the 

true meaning of Christmas?  

 Take care until next time...  
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Equine Talk Sponsored by: 

T-Town Tack  
Contributed by Jessica McLane 

   

  The Superintendent of King William 

County Public Schools, Dr. David White, 

was fired by the School Board in a 3-2 

vote during the December 13th, 2022 

regular meeting. Terry Stone, Kathy 

Morrison and Lindsey Catlett voted in 

favor of his removal, while Mark Lee and 

Chairman Veda Frazier opposed.  

  The community reacted with both shock 

and relief on social media, but many 

questioned the timing of the decision. 

ñWhy now?ò many asked. As of this time, 

the Board has declined to comment on the 

reason, or give details surrounding the 

events leading up to the dismissal.  

 It wasnôt until the last two meetings of 

2022 that the King William School Board 

showed any indication that trouble was 

brewing. Those in attendance at the 

November meeting were stunned when it 

was abruptly adjourned after the closed 

session.  

  However as of March of 2022, the Board 

appeared to be fully satisfied with Dr. 

Whiteôs performance, renewing his 

contract with a large raise, and adding 

benefits. 

  There has been no word from the Board 

if they intend to search for a new 

Superintendent in the coming weeks or 

months, but Assistant Superintendent 

Stacy Johnson will again take over the 

role of Interim Superintendent as she did 

before the 2016 hiring of White.  

Happy Holidays 
 

By Allen Brintley and ñPipò 

 

  This time of year is special as we share 

gifts and dreams with our family and 

friends. Pip and I hope that everyone has a 

great holiday season and Santa Clause 

brings you everything that you wanted. I 

know that Pip wants some apples and 

treats for Christmas. 

  I wanted to share a new poem with you 

that a fellow horseman and animal lover 

wrote. 

 

Mountain Dreams 
 

Mountain misty morn 

Flowing streams of cheer 

Moving on, times change 

Strong and brave Mountaineer. 
 

The sky is watching 

For the marching winds 

Curling tall grasses 

Snow and rain to lend. 
 

Thereôs an old mill road 

Out behind the shed 

Christmas trees growing 

Where the cows were fed. 
 

A sawmill worker 

Coming down the road 

Hauling Christmas trees 

Thirty to a load. 

 

 

Iôm proud of my mule 

And his name is Nick 

Doesnôt pull any stunts 

Pulling trees is his trick. 
 

The spirit of a mule 

óTis to work, not play 

Each day is the same 

Donôt get in his way! 
 

A long winding road 

May carry your dreams 

Mountain to mountain 

A thrill to be seen! 
 

By Bill Crowe 

December 2022 

 

  You can email me at 

Allen@TwinRiversRealty.com or call 

me at 690-7870. Iôll see you on the 

trails. 

King William School Superintendent Fired  

in a 3-2 Vote  

Dr. White 
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Call Us Today: 804-357-4940 
DS Mitchell Electric, Inc.ð11860 W. River Rd #D, Aylett, Virginia 23009 

Website: dsmelectricinc.com        Email: dsmitchellelectric@gmail.com 

Generator Sales & Installation:  
DS Mitchell Electric can provide a Turn Key Generator Installation, 
and we will work with your local gas company. Contact us for a Free 
EstimateðWe will beat any competitorôs quoted price. 

DS Mitchell Electric is your trusted source in Central VA for residential and commercial 
electrical services and products with over 18 years of experience. Our electrical 
contractors provide first class service when you need it and we specialize in everything 
from breaker panel replacement to landscape lighting and of course everything in 
between. We're 100% committed to customer satisfaction in everything we do.  

 Providing Quality Service for over 18 Years 

Locally Owned & Operated 
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Today is the first 

day of winter 

By Danny Clark   

  King and Queen local VDOT workers trimmed overhanging tree limbs last week 

along Smithfield Rd. This will prevent the road being blocked from freezing rain and 

ice. 

King & Queen VDOT Tree Trimming  



D e c e m b e r  2 1 ,  2 0 2 2                                T h e  C o u n t r y  C o u r i e r                                          p a g e  7    

 

  King and Queen Elementary 

School is thankful for our students, 

their families, our school family 

and our community partners. 

N o v e m b e r  w a s  F A M I LY 

ENGAGEMENT month and 

KQES celebrated with a Family 

game night. The families engaged 

in lots of fun games including giant 

Jenga, UNO, sorry, a dance off and 

much more. It was such an 

awesome evening spending quality 

time with our families. A special 

thank you to Ms. Holmes our 

school counselor and Christina 

Ruszczyk-Murray a community 

partner with Virginia Cooperative 

Extension in King William & King 

and Queen counties for visiting 

with our Kindergartners and 

making Turkeys. KQES is truly 

thankful. 

The Season of Thanksgiving 
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  King and Queen Central High School is 

fielding a wrestling team for the first time 

in 4 years. For 5 seasons Central High 

School had a wrestling team from 2012-

2013 through 2017-2018. We currently 

have 7 young men on the team. They 

range from 144 lb. group to the 

Heavyweight group. Our current wrestling 

schedule is 12/17/22 at Lancaster (Dual 

Tournament), 1/4/23 at Northampton 

(Quad match), 1/11/23 at Westmoreland 

(Tri match) and 1/14/23 at Franklin (Dual 

Tournament). Please support our Royal 

Tigers Wrestling Team. 

Mrs. Powell  

Teacher of the Year 

Jennifer Powell  

  Central High School would like to 

recognize Mrs. Jennifer Powell as its 

2022-2023 Teacher of the Year. 

Currently, she teaches Government, 

AP Government, World History II and 

is our Social Studies Department 

Chair. She is loved and respected by 

her colleagues and students. 

  Congratulations, Mrs. Powell! 

Central High School Wrestling Team 

  "Sabrina" and "Jill" 

are bonded sisters that 

are about 6 months 

old. They were 

surrendered to the 

Shelter because their 

owner could no longer 

care for them. They 

are both very nice and 

social girls who are 

used to living with 

other cats. 

 

Regional Animal 

Shelter 
804-769-4983 

kingwilliamcounty.com/animal shelter 

20201 King William Road, King William, Virginia 23086 

Pet Adoption 
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The judges were (not in order) Stacy 

Reaves, Chief for King William Fire 

Department and EMS, Dr. Carol B. 

Carter, Division Superintendent for King 

and Queen County Public Schools, and 

Tommy Upshaw from North Point 

Farm.   

   The large trophy they are holding is the Judges 

Award and the smaller trophy is for 1st place in 

the ATV/Golf Cart division. Their golf cart was 

decorated with the theme of Candy Canes. L. 

Angie Resnick and R. Amanda Tevis. 

Angie Resnick, Black Coat & Amanda Tevis 

Walkerton Christmas Parade Spouseôs Night Out 

Ruritan club donations to (left to right) Sheriff Jeff Walton, Mangohick Fire Dept. Rep. 

Chuck Morgan, Walkerton Comm. Fire Assoc. Rep. Ashley Gladden, and King William 

Emergency Ministries Pres. Randy Shank 

By Gene Campbell 

  All year long the King William Ruritan 

Club plans and conducts its fund-raising 

events spending many hours away from 

home. This leaves our spouses or 

significant others at home óholding down 

the fort.ô To show our appreciation for 

their support during the year, club 

members have an Annual Spouseôs Night 

Dinner. On Tuesday, December 13th club 

members treated their spouses and 

significant others to a steak dinner with all 

the trimmings. It was also a night to 

recognize the clubôs Citizen of the Year 

and Ruritan of the Year and present 

donations to some of the organizations the 

club supports during the year. 

Representatives of the Mangohick Fire 

Department, Walkerton Fire Department, 

King William Emergency Ministries, and 

King William Sheriffôs Department were 

given checks totaling $3,300. Overall, this 

past year the club has donated over 

$15,000 back to the community. The 

highlight of the night was the awarding of 

the clubôs Citizen of the Year to Randy 

Cromer and Ruritan of the Year to Troy 

Simons. District Lt. Governor and club 

member Ronnie Moore installed the 2023 

officers for the club.  
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Central High School Alumni Class of 1972 

Celebrates 50 Years  

  TOGETHER AGAIN!  On Saturday, 

September 24th and December 10th, 

2022; post invitations, numerous 

classmates of the 1972 Alumni Class of 

Central High School, King and Queen 

County Virginia, gathered on the schoolôs 

campus to begin celebrating their 

milestone 50 Years Reunion with 

Progressive Fun Activities.  Events began 

with fellowship and class pictures taken at 

the schoolôs marquee. Seated classmate 

are holding the 1972 Yearbook.  

  Entertaining nostalgia ñwalk down 

memory lane,ò luncheons reflecting on the 

past and celebrating the future were held 

at restaurants in Williamsburg and 

Mechanicsville Virginia. A memorial 

period was dedicated to departed 

classmates. Including a donation 

supporting the American Heart 

Association made posthumously in 

memory of beloved initial alumni class 

organizer Mertene Roane. 

  Events concluded with additional 

enjoyable activities.  Special thanks is 

extended to the CHS Class ó72 Reunion 

Planning Committee, King and Queen 

Central High School Principal, Ashley 

Reynolds, Photos By Nay, Photographer 

Jeanette Robinson, T-Shirts designed by 

Dragonfly Love Creations, KH Visions & 

More, Chey Nicole Creations, gifts 

donated by King & Queen CHS Alumni 

Association and the Country Courier 

newspaper.    

  Go Royal Tigers! 

Standing back row left to right:  Garolyn Garnett, Carl Brown, Lloyd Taylor, Hollis 

Morris, Jr., Michael Shackleford, Gladys Harvey Hickman, Maxcine Broaddus 

Campbell, Maria Taylor Carter, Barbara Dabney Harvey, Truman Wise, Gerald 

Muse, Reginald Holmes.  Seated left to right:  Doris Martin Johnson, Mary Baylor 

LaVere, Agnes Billups Jackson, Amy Blake Gordon, Theodora Pollard Winfield. 

Christmas Traditions 
By Gene Campbell 

  Christmas is almost here. We all have 

traditions that play out during the Christmas 

season. For me, I can remember being so 

excited I could hardly sleep on Christmas 

eve. My sisters and I would wake up 

(almost always before dawn) and come 

down the stairs peeking through the 

stairway banisters to see presents (we each 

had our own stack) in the living room 
highlighted by the lights on the Christmas 

tree. Later that day my father would put on 

his óole WW II Army sweaterô filled with 

holes (he would jokingly say they were 

bullet holes), put on his red Christmas hat, 

and visit friends in the community. My 

mother would take us to see the Legendary 

Santa at Miller Rhoads and have lunch in 

the Tea Room with Santa and the Snow 

Queen. King William native Beverly Jane 

Hargrove Edwards was Snow Queen one 

year. When Wyatt came along, Suzanne 

and I took him to see the Legendary Santa 

too. My mother had a tradition of sending 

Christmas cards with pictures of my sisters 

and me. My mother would take pictures 

(quite the chore to get my three sisters and 

me to sit still) almost always before 

Thanksgiving in order to get the cards back 

in time to mail out before Christmas. 
Christmas cards debuted in 1843 in 

England and caught on in the US when the 

Hall Brothers (now Hallmark) created a 

folded card in 1915. A tradition in my 

fatherôs family was to have oyster stew on 

Christmas Eve. Eating oysters on Christmas 

Eve originated with Irish immigrants. 

Eating meat, the evening before a religious 

holiday was prohibited, so they ate stew 

with milk, butter, pepper, and oysters.    

  My father would cut down a cedar tree on 

the farm and my mother would decorate it 

with tinsel, large Christmas balls, and lights 

shaped like candles that bubbled. The 

Christmas tree first appeared in Germany in 
1531. Christmas lights were the bright idea 

of Thomas Edisonôs friend Edward Johnson 

who strung bulbs around a Christmas tree in 

1882.  

Please see Christmas Traditions, 

continued on page 19. 

My son Wyatt with the Legendary Santa 
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Kings Grant Preschool at McKindree Church 

By Gene Campbell 

 

  Ole Santa Claus has been making his 

rounds the past two weeks, checking his 

list, visiting the children, and finding out 

who has been naughty and nice in 

preparation for the big night on Christmas 

Eve. He has been seen at the Mangohick 

Fire Department Annual Breakfast with 

Santa and the Annual Walkerton 

Christmas Parade, riding on the local fire 

trucks at night, plus making an appearance 

at Kings Grant Preschool at McKendree 

United Methodist Church. Santa has been 

busy in both King William and King & 

Queen counties. Make sure you go to bed 

early on Christmas Eve é.and donôt 

forget to leave some cookies and milk for 

Ole Santa! Ho Ho Ho!! 

Six month old Camden Watson 

(parents Tommy and Maggie 

Watson) with Santa  

Santa welcoming guests at the Mangohick 

VFD Santa breakfast 

Merry Christmas from all of us at the Country Courier! 

Julie, Armistead, Amanda & Santa. Not pictured, Danny & Gail Clark 

Santa! Continued from front page 
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  They are President Troy Simons, Vice 

President Ellen Otey, Secretary Ed Moren, 

Treasurer David Leake, Directors Chris 

White, Steve Sykes, Dennis Smith, and 

alternate director Gene Campbell. The 

club is forever grateful for the continued 

support of the community as we strive to 

make our community a better place to live 

and work. The club is busy planning its 

Annual Brunswick Stew Sale on Saturday, 

January 14th. For more info contact Troy 

Simons at 337-0325. Also, mark the date 

of Tuesday, April 11th on your calendar as 

the club will hold its 84th Annual Fish Fry 

featuring live music by Honky Tonk 

Heroes.   

 

  Find the King William Ruritan Club 

online at KingWilliamRuritan.org and 

Facebook.com/KingWilliamRuritan  

Citizen of the Year Randy Cromer (left) and Ruritan of the Year Troy Simons (right) 

 Spouse's Night Out, continued 
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Obituaries 
SHORTT 

Carolyn 83, of Mechanicsville, passed 

peacefully at her 

home, on December 

5, 2022, after a long 

battle with cancer. 

She is preceded in 

death by her 

brothers, Edward 

and Charles Crew; 

lifelong friend, 

Betsy Davis; and 

he r  g randson , 

Aaron Shortt. She is 

survived by her loving husband of 63 

years, Wayne ñButchò Shortt; sons Gary 

(Debbie) and Rick (Kimberlee); 

grandchildren, Lindsey and Emmett; and 

niece, Terry Cooper (Steve). Online 

c o n d o l e n c e s  c a n  b e  l e f t 

at www.monghanfunerals.com.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LEISE 

Siegfried ñSiggiò, 80, of Manquin, went to 

be with the Lord 

Friday, December 

9, 2022. He was 

preceded in death 

by his parents, 

Gunther and Emma 

Le ise  Strunk; 

daughter, Lisa Ann 

D o wne y ;  a nd 

grandson, Logan 

Jenks. Siggi is 

survived by his wife, Rita Ann Leise; 

children, Britta Sigrid Leise, Erik 

Siegfried Leise (Heather), and Doug Jenks 

(Karen); Dawn Waters; son-in-law, 

Charles Downey; grandchildren, Kenny, 

Ashleigh (Ryan), Samantha (John), 

Nelson, Hunter (Gabi), Kirsten, Elizabeth, 

Seth, Laura, and Van; as well as numerous 

great grandchildren. He was co-owner of 

Hanover Machine and Tool. Siggiôs 

passions were his church, family, hockey, 

and golf. Family will receive friends from 

6 to 8 p.m. Thursday at the Mechanicsville 

Chapel of the Bennett Funeral Home, 

8014 Lee-Davis Rd. Services will be held 

12 noon Friday, December 16, 2022 at the 

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 

Saints, Mechanicsville Ward. Interment 

will follow in Signal Hill Memorial Park. 

TAYLOR  

Heaven gained a special angel when Eva 

Lee Bryant 

Taylor, born 

November 17, 

1924, passed to 

her heavenly 

h o m e  o n 

December 16, 

2022 at the age 

of 98.  She was 

reunited with 

her predeceased 

family who 

welcomed her with open arms, loving 

husband of 61 years James Alton Taylor; 

parents, Lindsey Bolling (Papa) Bryant 

and Eva Lee (Big Mama) Davis Bryant; 

brothers and sisters Bertha, Ada, Percy, 

Ginny, Woodrow, Irving, Hattie, Mary 

and Bolling. 

Eva Lee is survived by her three loving 

sons and their wives Garry Alton and 

Debbie, Bruce Glen and Robin, Wallace 

Bryant and Darlene; five grandsons and 

wives David and Amanda, James and 

Nita, Travis and Kelly, Adam and Leslie, 

and Daniel; six great-grandchildren Abby, 

Weston, Hayden, Colton, Evalee, and 

Ellie Wayne; and her sister Pauline 

Ferguson. 

Eva Lee dedicated her life to her church 

and family.  She also shared 41 years with 

her work family at C & O Railroad.  After 

retirement she enjoyed spending time with 

friends bowling and doing needlework.  

Her love for cooking was a delicious art 

that was perfection with every meal 

prepared and shared with many in the 

community. 

The family will receive friends at the 

Mechanicsville Chapel of Bennett Funeral 

Home December 21, 4:00 PM ï 7:00 PM.  

Funeral Services will be held at Bruington 

Baptist Church on December 22, 10:30 

AM.  In lieu of flowers, donations may be 

made to Bruington Baptist Church, 4784 

The Trail, Bruington, 23023. 

http://www.monghanfunerals.com/
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King & Queen Farm Bureau Annual Convention 

  Howard Hill and Bill Henley of King and 

Queen County were among 254 delegates 

who helped formulate legislative policies 

during the 2022 Virginia Farm Bureau 

Federation Annual Convention and 

Meeting of Voting Delegates. 

  King and Queen County Farm Bureau 

representatives attended the convention, 

which was held November 28 through 

December 1 in White Sulphur Springs, 

West Virginia. The voting delegates 

adopted policy positions to guide Farm 

Bureauôs legislative direction during the 

2023 Virginia General Assembly. Issues 

that were addressed included opposing 

legislation that would prohibit the proper 

use of EPA-approved pesticides and 

legislation that would further inhibit 

farmersô ability to sustain a stable 

workforce; and supporting funding for 

best management practices and technical 

assistance to implement them.  

   

  King and Queen County Farm Bureau is 

one of 88 county Farm Bureaus in the 

Virginia Farm Bureau Federation. 

  Alex is originally from Charleston, South 

Carolina. He attended the College of 

Charleston and obtained his undergraduate 

degree in Psychology. After Charleston, he 

attended Liberty University in Lynchburg 
and received two master's degrees, a 

Master of Christian Thought and a Master 

of Divinity and Pastoral Counseling. 

Alexôs goal in life was to be a minister and 

while at Liberty he did some counseling 

work and pulpit supply (substitute 

preaching). It was during this time he met 

his best friend and future wife, Logan. 

After attending Liberty, Alex and Logan 

traveled to North Carolina where Alex 

accepted a position as an associate church 
health pastor and continued his pulpit 

supply work.  

  While residing in North Carolina, Alexôs 

good friend Tyson Banks, who is the youth 

pastor at Broaddus Baptist Church (Pole 

Green Road), told him Beulah was looking 

for a pastor. After Tyson told them about 

the position, they gave it much thought and 

prayer. Alex and Logan wanted to settle 

down and set some roots. Alex decided to 

send his resume to the search committee at 
Beulah. Upon receiving Alexôs resume, the 

search committee wanted to hear Alex, so 

Tyson arranged for Alex to speak at 

Broaddus. After hearing Alex, the search 

committee extended an invitation to him to 

speak at Beulah. On a Sunday in July Alex 

preached his first sermon at Beulah. The 

congregation unanimously liked what they 

saw and heard and asked Alex to be their 

new pastor. Alex started his pastoral duties 

on August 1st. I asked Alex about his first 

impressions of King William County and 

Beulah Baptist Church. He responded by 

saying ñKing William has a beautiful and 

refreshing countryside.ò He went on to say 
ñBeulah is an impressive church where 

tradition has stood the test of time.ò Church 

member Claude ñBoogieò Thomas showed 

me the back roads of King William; 

Robbie Moran gave me a history of the 

church dating back to 1812; Buddy and 

Ginger Rice invited me into their home and 

fed me ósome good ole home cookingô; and 

Robert and Pat Stephens gave me some 

delicious farm fresh eggs. Exclaimed Alex 

ñThe congregation at Beulah has a 
reverence for God that is contagious!ò Alex 

has already become good friends with 

Pastor James at Sharon Baptist Church. 

Alexôs parents, Sarah and Ari, gave their 

approval of Beulah when they visited in 

September. When Alexôs parents were 

leaving after their visit, they told John and 

Sandra Kersey they could be Alex and 

Loganôs surrogate parents. John and Sandra 

were so thrilled to be his Virginia parents 

because the Holy Spirit really did send him 
to Beulah.  

  Alex and Logan reside in Aylett. Logan 

works as a veterinarian technician at Better 

Meds for Pets in Mechanicsville. Alexôs 

mission for Beulah Baptist Church is to be 

a church that glorifies God by not 

compromising Godôs word. The church 

doors open every Sunday at 9:45 am for 

Sunday School and worship service starts 

at 11 am. All are invited to attend    

Beulah, continued from front page  


