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History Goes Up in Smoke 

ï Historic Mantua 

Succumbs to Fire 

Historic Mantua fully engulfed in flames 

Friday night. 

By Gene Campbell 

 This past Friday evening, I had just 

finished watching the 6:30 news on TV 

when my phone rang. ñGene, have you 

looked out over the river?ò exclaimed 

my neighbor downriver, Monica Howell. 

I stood up from my recliner and could 

see a beautiful moon rising over White 

Oak marsh. ñYes, a beautiful moon 

rising tonight.ò ñNO, look upriver!ò she 

shouted. I walked over to the sliding 

glass doors to my deck and saw, to my 

horror, the old historical home, Mantua, 

directly across the Mattaponi River from 

me on fire. ñOh, my Lord, have you 

called the fire dept which Monica replied 

YES!ò I walked out on the deck with my 

camera in hand and started taking 

pictures. It was an awful and eerie 

sighté. flames as high as the treetops 

shooting through the roof with smoke 

billowing into the sky. I stood there with 

a helpless feeling with only the sound of 

the fire crackling in the distance and no 

one in sight! Then, the sound of sirens 

rang out in the distance. Greg Hunter 

with the KQ Emergency Services said 

the call came in shortly after 7:08 pm for 

a structure fire at Mantua.  

 

Please see MANTUA FIRE , continued 

on page 19. 

By Amanda Walker 

 

  Despite heavy rains from Hurricane Ian many local families still made it out to visit the State Fair. Governor Glenn Youngkin even 

made it by to award his favorite pumpkin which later made its way to the executive mansion. 

 

Please see more photos on pages 20 & 21. 

State Fair of Virginia 

Kelsey Green, Dezimya McDowney, Ja'Leiyah Green, Destiny Trueheart, Theodore Truehart enjoyed the food, rides, and visiting 

the vendors. in the Farm Bureau building. 
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  Donôt Miss Another Issue! 
 

If you are not receiving 

t h e  C o u n t r y 

Courier and you 

live outside the 

community, you can 

subscribe for an Annual 

Rate of $35.00 (includes 

postage) and keep up with the latest 

news from King William and King 

and Queen counties.   

Publisherôs Message 
 

 Bennett Funeral Home was established in 1897 to serve the needs of 

Richmond families.  Since then, this locally owned and operated business has 

continued to serve the community with its unique combination of caring and 

convenience. 

 This tradition of excellence  can be seen in the four beautiful chapels 

located throughout the Richmond area: centrally located on Cutshaw Avenue in 

the city, on Broad Street Road past Innsbrook,  serving the Hanover-

Mechanicsville area on Lee-Davis Road and Chesterfield Chapel on Ashbrook 

Pkwy. in Chesterfield. All four facilities are under the personal direction of 

Charles D. Morehead, President. 

 In a time of need, you can turn to Bennett Funeral Home with trust and 

confidence.  It serves families of all faiths with personal service, before, during, 

and after.  There is a long tradition of professionalism and caring. 

 One way in which Bennett cares for families, is by offering a convenient 

and personalized pre-need program.  Through this program pre-need planning, you 

can spare your loved ones the burden of making decisions at an emotional time.  

Call Bennett Funeral Home at 746-8665 to schedule a pre-planning consultation.

BENNETT funeral home 

Caring Since 1897 

A 125 Year  

Tradition of Caring  

8014 Lee Davis Road, Mechanicsville 7̔46-8665 

Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of 

VA Donates to CHS 

Members of the Triple River Lodge #253 

& United Chapter #169 OES Prince Hall 

Affiliated donated an abundance of school 

supplies to Central High School at the end 

of September. Their donation of school 

supplies included boxes of notebooks, 

backpacks, paper, folders, pencils/pens, 

wipes, tissues, and much more. CHS is so 

thankful for these supplies, as they will be 

a great help to our students' academic 

success! 

PM Ronald Harvey, Principal Edwards, and ADDGM Kenneth Byrd with the school supplies 

donated to CHS (not pictured: members of United Chapter #169 OES). 

  I enjoy reading books, they hold so much information and knowledge. It has al-

ways amazed me to see thoughts, from someone's mind, come to life in the form of 

words put down on paper. I have been blessed to have a few of my books signed by 

our own local authors. William Guy Townsend signed, One Man's Footsteps, Gary 

Sange signed, Willing Glide, Richard Gwathmey signed, Canterbury on the Matta-

poni, Dr. Dean Collings, Sr. signed, Power Keys, and fellow Viet Nam veteran, 

Larry Pistole signed, The Flying Tigers. These men took the time to put down their 

thoughts on paper in book form, which will last from generation to generation. I 

admire these local authors and the writings they have done. There could be a book 

in your mind just waiting for you to take the time to write it. 

 

Take care until next time. 
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Equine Talk Sponsored by: 

T-Town Tack  

Need more exposure? 

Advertise with us! 

Call (804) 769-0259  

  Dr. Evans C. and Mrs. 

Rose B. White of 

Mechanicsville celebrated 

the blessing of 50 years of 

marriage on September 30, 

2022. With faith in God 

they have traveled this 

marriage journey together. 

Their journey has also 

included 40 years of 

ministry and the pastorate.  

  They are blessed to have 

two children, Katrina 

(LaMar) and Evans, III 

(LaôTonia), and four 

grandchildren, Marcus, 

LaôNia, Love and Evans, 

IV. 

  Dr. White has served as 

pastor of Providence 

Baptist Church, Aylett, for 

20 years. He has also 

s e r v e d  i n  v a r i o u s 

leadership roles in the King 

William community and the Pamunkey Baptist Association. 

Whites Celebrate their 50
th

 Anniversary 

Dr. Evans C. and Mrs. Rose B. White  

Different  

Meanings 
 

By Allen Brintley and ñPipò 

 

  I enjoy going to horse and mule 

shows. I like seeing how great these 

wonderful animals perform and I 

know how much training and effort 

you have to put in to get them working 

properly. They have timed events that 

are for the fastest and some events 

based on strength like pulling. Itôs 

easy to get excited and cheer them on. 

At some of the pulling events, the 

announcer will tell the spectators not 

to cheer too loudly or chant ñGo. Go. 

Go.ò Because the animal might think 

it sounds like ñWhoa. Whoa. Whoa.ò 

They want them all to have the best 

opportunity to succeed. Some words 

can sound like other words or voice 

commands so we have to be careful 

and not confuse our animals when 

working with them. 

  Iôm reminded of a story where a 

word can have a different meaning. A 

friend of mine named John was in 

church one Sunday when the preacher 

said ñAnybody with a special need 

who wants to be prayed over, please 

come up front by the altar.ò So my 

buddy John said that he got in line and 

when it was his turn, the preacher 

asked ñWhat do you want me to pray 

about for you?ò John replied 

ñPreacher, I need you to pray for help 

with my hearing.ò The Preacher put 

both his hands on either side of Johnôs 

head and covered his ears and began 

to pray. As he prayed louder, he 

tightened his grip on Johnôs head. 

After a few minutes, he was praying 

up a blue streak and the whole 

congregation joined in with great 

enthusiasm. Then the Preacher 

shouted ñAmen!ò and stepped back 

asked ñHow is your hearing now?ò 

John answered ñI donôt know yet, my 

hearing isnôt until next Thursday!ò  

 

  I would like to hear from you. You 

can call me at 690-7870 or email me 

at Allen@twinriversrealty.com. See 

you on the trails. Iôll be the old 

cowboy on the little mule with the 

chrome wheels. 
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Call Us Today: 804 -357-4940 
DS Mitchell Electric, Inc. ð11860 W. River Rd #D, Aylett, Virginia 23009  

Website: dsmelectricinc.com        Email: dsmitchellelectric@gmail.com  

Generator Sales & Installation:  
DS Mitchell Electric can provide a Turn Key Generator Installation, 
and we will work with your local gas company. Contact us for a Free 
EstimateðWe will beat any competitorôs quoted price. 

DS Mitchell Electric  is your trusted source in Central VA for residential and commercial 
electrical services and products with over 18 years of experience. Our electrical 
contractors provide first class service when you need it and we specialize in everything 
from breaker panel replacement to landscape lighting and of course everything in 
between. We're 100% committed to customer satisfaction in everything we do.  

 Providing Quality Service for over 18 Years  

Locally Owned & Operated  
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Maleenaôs Wildlife Rescue 
By Armistead Saffer 

  Sharon OôNeal is a wildlife rehabber in King 

and Queen county near Newtown. She founded 

Maleenaôs Wildlife Rescue in 2022 after 

getting her rehabberôs license in 2021.  

  The organization is named after her beloved 

dog Maleena. ñI decided to become a rehabber 

after losing my best friend, my 12-year-old 

Boxer, Maleena, in 2020,ò stated OôNeal. 

ñMaleena was born with numerous health 

issues that escalated over the years. I had cared 

for her and her special needs for so long that 

after she was gone, I felt a void that I wasnôt 

sure how to fill. I knew I still wanted to help 

something in need.ò  

  OôNeal is currently a Category-1 rehabber. 

She can only take in animals through her 

mentor(s), and the animals need to be healthy 

and uninjured. Sheôs working towards getting 

her Category-2 certification which will allow 

her to take in sick and injured animals and 

provide them with veterinary care. She would 

also be able to mentor others wanting to 

become rehabbers. OôNeal hopes to have her 

Category-2 certification early next year. 

  Thereôs a lot involved in being a rehabber. 

Currently, her license covers raccoons, 

squirrels, opossums, and fawns (fawns were 

just added to the license this year). Upon 

advancing to a Category-2 status, She hopes to 

be able to provide help for more species such 

as bobcats, skunks, foxes, and birds. OôNeal 

said, ñOur days include cleaning cages, 

prepping fresh veggies and fruits, mixing 

formulas, feeding the animals according to the 

speciesô recommendations, washing their 

bedding and toys, and providing the most 

enrichment possible.ò On average, Maleenaôs 

Wildlife Rescue has 8-10 raccoons, 20-30 

possums, and 5-10 squirrels. From March to 

August, babies are coming in constantly, but 

the animals are being released as soon as they 

are ready. Sharon said, ñI run this rescue single

-handedly so my days and nights are very long 

especially when baby season is in full bloom 

and Iôm feeding babies around the clock.ò 

  In addition to the rescue animals, Sharon has 

a few pets. She has a 9-month-old Boxer 

named Mia, an 8-year-old rescue named Roxie, 

3 cats, 4 snakes, a turtle, and a number of fish. 

All of the pets are kept separate from the 

wildlife at all times. 

  Maleenaôs Wildlife Rescue has many things it 

would like to do to improve the facility. 

ñCurrently, all the animals are kept inside my 

home until they are ready to move outside for 

pre-release. I would like to have more 

enclosures built outside so the animals can be 

kept in environments as similar to their natural 

surroundings as possible.ò Eventually, they 

would like to construct a building on the 

property as well that could house all the 

animals that need special attention and more 

protection from the natural elements such as 

babies, the sick/injured, and elderly animals. 

  People can help the rehab facility by making 

monetary donations, sending items from the 

wish lists (please contact for links), donating 

various building supplies (new or used), and 

donating used items such as cages, bedding, 

toys, and newspapers. Volunteers are needed 

but must be 16 years old. 
  Maleenaôs Wildlife Rescue is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 

organization. All expenses are out of pocket or covered by 

the generosity of the public. All donations are tax deductible 

and greatly appreciated. If you would like to make a 

donation or need help rescuing an animal hereôs the contact 

information.   
  Maleena's Wildlife Rescue - c/o Sharon OôNeal,   2620 Bradley Farm 

Rd,   Tappahannock, VA 22560   Cell (804)-366-7120   Landline (804)

-769-2751   maleenaswildliferescue@gmail.com   Facebook.com/

MaleenasWildlifeRescue 

Sharon OôNeal the founder of Maleenaôs Wildlife Refuge feeding a raccoon. 

mailto:maleenaswildliferescue@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/MaleenasWildlifeRescue/
https://www.facebook.com/MaleenasWildlifeRescue/
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By Michael Commins and Gene Campbell 

  It was homecoming for the King William 

Varsity Cavaliers, the first since 2019. A 

parade kicked off the Friday night activities 

and the crowning of the King & Queen capped 

the half time activities of a perfect evening 

except for the numbers on the scoreboard at the 

end of the game. The visiting I C Norcom 

Greyhounds from Portsmouth defeated the 

Cavaliers 28 ï 7. The first quarter ended in a 

scoreless tie but I C Norcom quickly put up 7 

points at the beginning of the second quarter. It 

was a defensive battle the rest of the second 

quarter and I C Norcom went into the locker 

room with a 7 ï 0 lead at half time. During half 

time the homecoming court was introduced to 

the crowd. Dylan Jukes was crowned King and 

Freedom Gaines was crowned Queen. The 

Greyhounds scored another touchdown with 

3:24 remaining in the third quarter to increase 

their lead to 14 ï 0. The fourth quarter began 

with the Greyhounds still holding a 14 ï 0 lead 

but they scored another touchdown 9:38 into 

the final quarter extending their lead to 21 ï 0. 

After the ensuing kickoff, the Cavalier's Joe 

Isaac scampered 71 yards to put King William 

on the scoreboard 21 ï 7 with 9:19 left in the 

game. The Greyhounds added another 

touchdown in the closing minutes to end the 

game with a 28 ï 7 win.  

  King Williamôs offense was led by Joe Isaac 

who carried the ball 12 times for 121 yards and 

a touchdown. Monta Roane carried the ball 8 

times for 19 yards. The Cavalier defense was 

led by Trenton Johnson with 2 tackles, 3 

assists, 1 tackle for a 9-yard loss, 1 QB sack for 

a 16-yard loss, and 1 pass deflection; Carter 

Hamilton had a QB sack for an 8-yard loss, 3 

tackles and 1 assist; Wylie Johnson had 2 

tackles, 4 assists, and a forced fumble; Dereck 

Baker had 1 tackle for a 5-yard loss, 1 fumble 

recovery, 2 assists, and 1 additional solo tackle; 

James Stewart had 1 tackle for a 1-yard loss, a 

fumble recovery, 2 assists, and 1 additional 

solo tackle and Kaleb Shelton had 2 tackles and 

3 assists. Other contributions on defense were 

by Monte Roane, C J Cosby, Kyle Jenkins, R J 

Jenks, Emmett Shortt, Nick Medlin, Jahman 

Wade, Dylan Jukes, and Mekhi Martin.  

  Next up will be the Rams of Lafayette High 

School. The Cavs will take their 4-2 record to 

Williamsburg on Friday, October 14th for the 7 

pm kickoff. 

 The JV Cavaliers played the I C Norcom 

Greyhounds on October 6th in Portsmouth. The 

Cavs lead 7 ï 6 at the half but fell to the JV 

Greyhounds 20 ï 7. Chase Jukes completed a 

37-yard touchdown pass to Caron Washington 

for the lone Cavalier score. Cooper Wolf added 

the extra point and barely missed on a 35-yard 

field goal attempt in the first quarter as 

Cavalier defensive tackle Trajdan Brown 

forced and recovered a Greyhound fumble at 

the I C Norcom 19-yard line. Next up for the 

Cavs JV squad (3-2) will be Lafayette as they 

host the Rams at King William on October 

12th. Kickoff is scheduled for 6 pm. 

  Again, MANY THANKS to Michael 

Commins for the stats and play-by-play 

information. GO CAVS! 

Greyhounds Spoil Cavalier Homecoming 


