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Pick Your Own Grapes Coming to King William County 

Luke Hallman checks on some of the sweeter bronze Muscadine vines. 

By Amanda Walker 

 

  Crooked Creek Muscadines is expected to open to the public in the Fall of 2023. Located at 6709 Mount Olive Cohoke Road the 

farm will allow folks to pick their own Muscadine grapes every weekend in September and into October as long as the grapes are 

available for the season. Twelve different varieties of black and bronze Muscadines will be available for the picking.   

  After visiting similar farms in North Carolina and enjoying not only the delicious fresh grapes but the atmosphere as well, owners 

Luke and Stacey Hallman wanted to bring the experience home to King William County to share with others. While the vines are 

growing and getting ready to produce fruit for next yearôs opening season, the Hallmans will be working on adding an outside barbe-

cue pit, a seating deck with a fireplace center, a stage area, and a bar area with bistro-style tables. Their vision includes roasting a 

whole hog every Friday for visitors to enjoy during their visit, as well as having live bluegrass music on the weekends. Muscadine ice 

cream and slushies will be available as well and the Hallmans are also currently experimenting with producing wine to sell on site. 

 

Please see Crooked Creek, continued on page 11. 

Second Native 

American Dugout 

Canoe Found by 

Michael Foster in the 

Mattaponi River  

17 foot Dugout canoe found by Michael 

Foster on the Mattaponi River 

By Amanda Walker 

Photos by Michael Foster  

   

During a recent solo canoe trip on the 

Mattaponi River, Michael Foster of 

Aylett spotted a second Native American 

dugout canoe. Foster, along with his 

brother Brian Foster, found a dugout 

canoe almost exactly one year ago to 

date during a canoe trip last August. This 

time Michael was paddling alone in low 

water conditions when he spotted the 

canoe. 

 

Please see Dugout,  

continued on page 2. 



W e d n e s d a y ,  S e p t e m b e r  1 4 ,  2 0 2 2                T h e  C o u n t r y  C o u r i e r                                        p a g e  2  

 

Send in check or money order 

today for only $35.00 a year! 
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St. Stephens Church, VA 23148 
 

Call us today: 

(804) 769-0259 

The Country Courier welcomes letters 

from our readers, which will be published 

with the writerôs signature and county of 

residence. We accept calendar items at no 

charge for 50 words or less. The Country 

Courier reserves the right to edit letters 

and calendar items and print when space is 

available. 
 

Serving King William and  

King & Queen Counties  

Since 1989  
 

Country Courier 
P.O.  Box 160 

St. Stephens Church, VA 23148 

Hours: 10AM-2PM M-F 

769-0259   ǒ   Fax 769-0953 

Email: 

office@countrycouriernews.com  

Web: countrycouriernews.com  
 

Physical Address: 

Twin Rivers Building 

5833 Richmond-Tappahannock Hwy. 

Suite 107 B  

Aylett, VA. 23009 
 

STAFF 
Danny Clark, Publisher 

Julie Clark Minor, Editor 

Gail Clark, Office Manager 

Armistead Saffer, Technical-Consultant 

Ryan Lumpkin, Distribution Manager 

Gene Campbell, Amanda Walker 

Contributing Writers 

  Donôt Miss Another Issue! 
 

If you are not receiving 

t h e  C o u n t r y 

Courier and you 

live outside the 

community, you can 

subscribe for an Annual 

Rate of $35.00 (includes 

postage) and keep up with the latest 

news from King William and King 

and Queen counties.   

Publisherôs Message 
 

 Bennett Funeral Home was established in 1897 to serve the needs of 

Richmond families.  Since then, this locally owned and operated business has 

continued to serve the community with its unique combination of caring and 

convenience. 

 This tradition of excellence  can be seen in the four beautiful chapels 

located throughout the Richmond area: centrally located on Cutshaw Avenue in 

the city, on Broad Street Road past Innsbrook,  serving the Hanover-

Mechanicsville area on Lee-Davis Road and Chesterfield Chapel on Ashbrook 

Pkwy. in Chesterfield. All four facilities are under the personal direction of 

Charles D. Morehead, President. 

 In a time of need, you can turn to Bennett Funeral Home with trust and 

confidence.  It serves families of all faiths with personal service, before, during, 

and after.  There is a long tradition of professionalism and caring. 

 One way in which Bennett cares for families, is by offering a convenient 

and personalized pre-need program.  Through this program pre-need planning, you 

can spare your loved ones the burden of making decisions at an emotional time.  

Call Bennett Funeral Home at 746-8665 to schedule a pre-planning consultation.

BENNETT funeral home 

Caring Since 1897 

A 125 Year  

Tradition of Caring  

8014 Lee Davis Road, Mechanicsville 7̔46-8665 

   I always look forward to this special time of the year. The leaves begin to change 

color and usher in shorter pleasant days and cooler nights. Soon there will be the 

familiar smell of smoke drifting from someone's wood stove or fireplace. Busy life-

styles seem to slow down some. The changing seasons remind us that life is also 

about change. We don't have to be afraid of change, it's the natural progression of 

life here on earth. Look for and enjoy the love and changing beauty that is in every 

new day.  

 

Take care until next time.  

  With the help of Reggie Tupponce of the 

Upper Mattaponi Tribe, Foster learned 

from his last canoe find how to identify 

whether the vessel was crafted using pre- 

or post-contact tools. Foster estimates this 

canoe was crafted during the post-contact 

era and could date back as far as 300 

years. 

  The Fostersô previous find was sunken 

into the Mattaponi riverbed for 

preservation purposes due to the costs that 

would be associated with trying to 

preserve it outside of the river. According 

to Foster, this yearôs find appears to be 

sturdier and more intact. He hopes to see it 

removed and preserved. Foster has 

notified the Mattaponi Tribe of his find 

and Chief Mark Custalow and Council are 

discussing possible next steps with state 

archaeology resources. 

Dugout, continued from front page  
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Equine Talk Sponsored by: 

T-Town Tack  
  John Simons a resident of King William 

County was promoted to the rank of 

Combatives Black Belt on September 1, 

2022. Simons is the first civilian in the 

country to be awarded this rank by the 

Combatives University. Combatives are 

comprised of four subjects; fighting, 

shooting, fitness and lifesaving. The concept 

is that a person needs to be at a mastery 

level in all categories to be promoted to 

Black Belt. 

  How does someone become recognized as 

a Combatives Black Belt? ñThere are four 

belt levels Gray, Green, Brown, and Black. 

Each rank has a specific standard and 

criteria required for the rank. Combatives is 

about proving your skills through high-level 

competition in each of the four sections.ò 

Simons stated. Simons continued ñThere are 

too many paper tigers in the world that say 

they can do all these things or have a stack 

of training certificates but did you prove 

your skills?ò Simons said. 

  What are the specific things you must do 

to prove your skills? ñYou have to compete 

in multiple combat arts such as Brazilian Jiu

-Jitsu, Mixed Martial Arts, IDPA pistol & 

rifle, etc,ò said Simons. He followed with 

ñYou canôt just be good at one type of 

combat. You must know how to fight, 

shoot, be  physically strong, and have the 

ability to save lives through trauma medical 

training.ò Why would someone need to be 

good at all these skills? ñThe world is a 

dangerous place. A person should learn to 

become capable of extreme violence and 

have it under voluntary control.ò Simons 

replied. ñIf you are not capable then you 

canôt stop a violent act in real-time. It is 

your responsibility to be able to protect 

yourself, your family, your children, and 

your community.ò Simons continued. 

  Can anyone train in Combatives, Including 

civilians? ñAbsolutely, not only can they 

train we encourage it. Start training in all 

the subjects, learn the skills, get really good 

at it, and most importantly prove that you 

can do it through competition with the best 

in each combat style from fighting to 

shooting. Donôt just talk about it be about it! 

Actions always speak louder than words.ò 

Simons said. 

  Do you teach firearms training classes? 

ñYes, I teach concealed carry permit classes 

and how to actually fight and protect 

yourself with a gun. Iôm a certified NRA 

pistol instructor and provide the training 

that is a prerequisite to obtain your permit.ò 

Simons replied. Simons concluded by 

saying ñHaving a gun is not enough to 

protect yourself. All real fights involve both 

hand-to-hand and weapons. Thatôs why 

Combatives requires you to become an 

expert in both fighting and shooting. In the 

end, having the capability to apply these 

skills is proven to save lives. It is a 

responsibility to be able to do this, not an 

option. Without it, it is too easy to become a 

victim of a violent crime or to not save 

someone that doesnôt have the capability 

themselves.ò 

  Simons opened Odyssey Martial Arts 

Academy in 2000 where he teaches classes 

in all things related to self-protection. This 

includes children and adults of all ages in 

our local community. 

King William County local earns  

Combatives Black Belt 

John Simons of Odyssey Martial Arts Academy 

Safety First 
 

By Allen Brintley and ñPipò 

 

  Dealing with animals always has an 

element of risk that we need to be 

aware of. When we were growing up, 

I hardly ever thought about safety. We 

would go visit my cousins who had a 

big farm and a bunch of animals. We 

would jump on the horses bareback 

and down through the woods we 

would ride hanging on to their mane 

until we fell off or got knocked off by 

a low hanging limb. Sometimes there 

would be 2 or 3 of us on one horse 

holding on to each other and the front 

one hanging on to the mane. We 

would be laughing and hollering and 

having a fun time until the horse got 

tired and dumped us off. I remember 

that they had a billy goat that would 

get out sometimes. Once when he got 

out, my sister started hollering for my 

uncle that the goat was out. Well that 

old billy goat didnôt like all that noise 

and started chasing us. We took off 

towards the house running and yelling. 

Their farmhouse had a big front porch. 

When we came around the corner, I 

jumped up on the porch to safety. My 

sister and cousin ran on by and up the 

front steps with that goat in hot 

pursuit. They headed inside and 

slammed the screen door behind them 

thinking they were safe. That goat 

never slowed down. He went right up 

the steps and through the screen door 

and into the house after them. Finally 

my Dad and Uncle caught the goat and 

got the screen off his horns and put 

him back in the pen outside. It took 

about an hour to clean and straighten 

the house up from everything that the 

goat tore up. The ride home that day 

was not much fun, but we still laugh 

about it today. Nowadays, I still like to 

have fun but I think about safety first. 

I guess that comes with age. Pip is 

pretty forgiving of me. If I do get 

caught up in the moment and mess up, 

she usually wonôt hold it against me or 

at least not for too long. 

   

  Y o u  c a n  c o n t a c t  m e  a t 

Allen@TwinRiversRealty.com or call 

690-7870. Iôll see you on the trails. 
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Call Us Today: 804 -357-4940 
DS Mitchell Electric, Inc. �² 11860 W. River Rd #D, Aylett, Virginia 23009  

Website: dsmelectricinc.com        Email: dsmitchellelectric@gmail.com  

Generator Sales & Installation:  
DS Mitchell Electric can provide a Turn Key Generator Installation, 
and we will work with your local gas company. Contact us for a Free 
Estimate�² �:�H���Z�L�O�O���E�H�D�W���D�Q�\���F�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�R�U�¶�V���T�X�R�W�H�G���S�U�L�F�H�� 

DS Mitchell Electric  is your trusted source in Central VA for residential and commercial 
electrical services and products with over 18 years of experience. Our electrical 
contractors provide first class service when you need it and we specialize in everything 
from breaker panel replacement to landscape lighting and of course everything in 
between. We're 100% committed to customer satisfaction in everything we do.  

 Providing Quality Service for over 18 Years  

Locally Owned & Operated  


