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Cavaliers Punch Their Ticket to the State Finals! 

King William Cavaliers defeat  the Central High School Falcons 38 - 29. 
Cavôs defense stopping the Falcons  

By Gene Campbell 

  For the first time in twenty-one years, the King William Cavaliers Varsity football team is headed to the Group 2 State Championship football game. The last time they were in 

the state finals was in 2000 which they won. The Cavaliers (12 ï 1) have been outscoring their opponents this season by an average of 30 points per game. However, on Saturday 

in the Group 2 semi-finals in Woodstock, it was a hard-fought contest as they defeated the Falcons of Central High School 38 ï 29.            Please see CAVS, continued on page 8. 

MPRA Zoar Nature Walk  

Virginia Forester Dave Slack points out fusiform rust on a loblolly pine on the nature trail. 

By Amanda Walker 

 

  The Mattaponi and Pamunkey Rivers Association gathered 

at the Upshaw Road Zoar State Forest location Sunday, 

December 5th for a nature walk followed by hot apple cider 

and fellowship. Leading the walk, MPRA board member 

and Virginia State Forester Dave Slack educated the group 

on the history of the property and the foliage growing at the 

site.  The property, which was previously owned by the 

Pollard family, is 378 acres and is made up of Upper Zoar 

on W. River Road and Lower Zoar on Upshaw Road. At the 

Lower Zoar location sits a Sears, Roebuck Co. kit home 

built circa 1900. Near the home, you can also see a single 

pear tree that still stands where the familyôs orchard was, as 

well as several pecan and walnut trees that remain on a hill 

behind the family cemetery. The home and property were 

owned by descendants of the Pollard family until it was 

donated by Albert H. Stoddard to the Commonwealth of 

Virginia in 1988 as a state forest. 



P a g e  2                                             T h e  C o u n t r y  C o u r i e r                  W e d n e s d a y ,  D e c e m b e r  8 ,  2 0 2 1  

 

Send in check or money order 

today for only $30.00 a year! 
 

 

Name 

______________________________ 

Address 

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________ 

Phone:________________________ 

 

E-mail:  

________________________ 
 

 

Make check or money orders payable to: 
 

Country Courier 
P.O. BOX 160 

St. Stephens Church, VA 23148 
 

Call us today: 

(804) 769-0259 

The Country Courier welcomes letters 

from our readers, which will be published 

with the writerôs signature and county of 

residence. We accept calendar items at no 

charge for 50 words or less. The Country 

Courier reserves the right to edit letters 

and calendar items and print when space is 

available. 
 

Serving King William and  

King & Queen Counties  

Since 1989  
 

Country Courier 
P.O.  Box 160 

St. Stephens Church, VA 23148 

Hours: 10AM-2PM M-F 

769-0259   ǒ   Fax 769-0953 

Email: 

office@countrycouriernews.com  

Web: countrycouriernews.com  
 

Physical Address: 

Twin Rivers Building 

5833 Richmond-Tappahannock Hwy. 

Suite 107 B  

Aylett, VA. 23009 
 

STAFF 
Danny Clark, Publisher 

Julie Clark Minor, Editor 

Gail Clark, Office Manager 

Armistead Saffer, Technical-Consultant 

Ryan Lumpkin, Distribution Manager 

Gene Campbell, Lynne Uzell, Amanda 

Walker Contributing Writers 

  Donôt Miss Another Issue! 
 

If you are not receiving 

t h e  C o u n t r y 

Courier and you 

live outside the 

community, you can 

subscribe for an Annual 

Rate of $30.00 (includes 

postage) and keep up with the latest 

news from King William and King 

and Queen counties.   

Publisherôs Message 
 

 Bennett Funeral Home was established in 1897 to serve the needs of 

Richmond families.  Since then, this locally owned and operated business has 

continued to serve the community with its unique combination of caring and 

convenience. 

 This tradition of excellence  can be seen in the four beautiful chapels 

located throughout the Richmond area: centrally located on Cutshaw Avenue in 

the city, on Broad Street Road past Innsbrook,  serving the Hanover-

Mechanicsville area on Lee-Davis Road and Chesterfield Chapel on Ashbrook 

Pkwy. in Chesterfield. All four facilities are under the personal direction of 

Charles D. Morehead, President. 

 In a time of need, you can turn to Bennett Funeral Home with trust and 

confidence.  It serves families of all faiths with personal service, before, during, 

and after.  There is a long tradition of professionalism and caring. 

 One way in which Bennett cares for families, is by offering a convenient 

and personalized pre-need program.  Through this program pre-need planning, you 

can spare your loved ones the burden of making decisions at an emotional time.  

Call Bennett Funeral Home at 746-8665 to schedule a pre-planning consultation.

BENNETT funeral home 

Caring Since 1897 

A 123 Year  

Tradition of Caring  

8014 Lee Davis Road, Mechanicsville 7̔46-8665 

Atkins Propane, of St. Stephens Church, provides service for home 

owners new home generator installation. 

By Danny Clark 

  D.S. Mitchell Electric 

Inc. is a trusted source 

right here in our area. 

They provide residential 

a n d  c o m m e r c i a l 

electrical services and 

products with over 20 

years of experience. D.S. 

MITCHELL can offer a 

complete turn key 

generator installation, 

and they will work with 

your local gas company. 

Contact them today for a 

free estimate 804-357-

4940.  

Left- David Scott Mitchell recently completed a whole home generator installation for a home 

owner in King and Queen county. 

D.S. Mitchell Electric 

  We have 17 days until Christmas, our Christmas edition will 

come to you on the 22nd. I know this year has been demanding and 

at times extremely difficult for all of us. My prayer is that you will 

have a blessed Christmas knowing God is in control. Let's focus on 

what is good in our lives and joyfully celebrate the true meaning of 

Christmas, the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  

 

Take care till next time, 
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Equine Talk Sponsored by: 

T-Town Tack  

Obituaries 
BUTLER  

Judith Ann Dudonis 

Butler, 78, of 

Hampton, went to be 

with the Lord on 

Saturday, November 

13, 2021. She was a 

devoted and loving 

wife, mother, and 

grandmother, who 

was adored by her 

husband, children, and grandchild. Her life 

left and indelible mark on all who came in 

contact with her. Like a lighthouse 

standing strong, she was a beacon of light, 

constant as the tides, and unchanging. Her 

steadfast faith was evident in her life and 

made a profound impression on her 

children. She will always be the candle on 

the water, bringing peace and safe harbor 

to those that loved her.  

She was preceded in death by her parents 

George and Georgia Smith Dudonis, 

sisters Constance Butcher, June Randall 

and a nephew, John Porter, and brother in 

laws Harry Butcher and John Randall. 

She is survived by her husband Harold 

Eugene Butler, Sr., son, Harold Eugene 

Butler, Jr. daughter Brooke Dudonis 

Butler, and grand-daughter, Trinity 

Brooke Tannous. 

Also surviving is nephew, Michael 

Welling Porter, Sr. (Janice), and great 

nieces and nephews, Valerie Porter, Leslie 

Porter (Rob), Michael Welling Porter Sr. 

(Candace), John-Michael Porter, Madison 

Porter, Care-Renee Legge, John Legge, 

niece in law Vickie Porter, Mian Porter 

Clark (USMC Col. Rob Clark), Evelynne 

Clark, Cole Clark, John Clark. 

We love you with all of our hearts, always 

and forever.  God bless you always,  

NEED PRAYER? 
Itôs certainly the best place to start in these 

challenging times! 

Please email us at 

discoverfreedomministries@gmail.com  

and weôll be happy to pray for you. 

Safety 
 

 

By Allen Brintley and ñPipò 

 

  Thereôs this nice lady that I know 

that has always wanted to try 

horseback riding. She had never 

taken any lessons or even been on a 

horse before. She told me a story 

about her first riding experience. 

  One day she just decides to give it 

a try and jumps on this horse 

without any help and immediately 

the horse springs into action. It 

gallops along at a steady pace and 

she begins to bounce out of control 

in the saddle. She tries to grab hold 

of the horseôs mane but looses her 

grip. She decides to try and wrap 

her arms around the horseôs neck to 

keep from falling. The horse is 

steadily galloping as she comes out 

of the saddle and starts to slide 

down his side. Finally she leaps 

away from the horse to try and 

th row herse l f  t o  sa fe t y . 

Unfortunately her foot has become 

entangled in the stirrup. She is now 

at the mercy of the horseôs 

pounding hooves as her head is 

struck against the ground over and 

over. As her head is battered 

against the ground, she is mere 

m o m e n t s  a w a y  f r o m 

unconsciousness when to her great 

fortune the department store 

manager sees her and unplugs the 

ride. 

  I was just joking with you to get a 

point across that we all should 

think about safety when riding. 

Things can and will happen 

unexpectedly when dealing with 

animals. They can bump into you 

and knock you down or step on 

you. A good set of boots and a 

riding helmet can help with safety. 

  

 I would like to hear from you. Call 

me at 690-7870 or email 

Allen@TwinRiversRealty.com. 

See you on the trails. 
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Call Us Today: 804-357-4940 
DS Mitchell Electric, Inc.ð11860 W. River Rd #D, Aylett, Virginia 23009 

Website: dsmelectricinc.com        Email: dsmitchellelectric@gmail.com 

Generator Sales & Installation:  
DS Mitchell Electric can provide a Turn Key Generator Installation, 
and we will work with your local gas company. Contact us for a Free 
EstimateðWe will beat any competitorôs quoted price. 

DS Mitchell Electric is your trusted source in Central VA for residential and commercial 
electrical services and products with over 18 years of experience. Our electrical 
contractors provide first class service when you need it and we specialize in everything 
from breaker panel replacement to landscape lighting and of course everything in 
between. We're 100% committed to customer satisfaction in everything we do.  

 Providing Quality Service for over 18 Years 

Locally Owned & Operated 
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Three Rivers SWCD was proud to celebrate 

outstanding producers in the area on November 

16, 2021. 

  The Outstanding Stewardship Award is 

presented to stewards of the land who are 

conscious in their efforts to maintain and 

improve soil health and water quality. Mr. 

Thomas H. Fox, Jr. is the 2021 recipient of the 

Outstanding Stewardship Award for the Three 

Rivers district. 

  Mr. Fox joined his familyôs operation in 1976 

with his father and became a fourth-generation 

farmer. The family operation dates back to 

1905 and Thomas currently works just over 800 

acres of land, 300 of which are located on the 

Mattaponi River in King William County. The 

Fox operation consists of crops such as corn, 

soybeans, barley, wheat, rye, sorghum, and hay. 

Thomas also raises approximately 15-20 beef 

cattle. 

  Thomas has been instrumental in plot work 

including varietal and hybrid testing, as well as 

plot work researching the effectiveness of cover 

crops in row crop production with both the 

District and Virginia Cooperative Extension. 

Last fall, Thomas participated in plot work that 

explored the effectiveness of brassica cover 

crops such as canola and radishes before 

soybeans. He has also participated in plotwork 

studying ten different hybrids of early maturity 

corn and is currently participating in a plot 

consisting of twenty varieties of wheat. Thomas 

has proven to be a great cooperator and has 

donated a substantial amount of his time, 

energy, and equipment to plotwork. 

  Thomas participates in multiple best 

management practices 

annually including winter 

cover crops and the use 

of no-till systems. 

Thomasôs dedication and 

commitment to soil 

health and water quality 

has been superb, and we 

commend him for his 

ongoing efforts.Three 

Rivers SWCD was also 

pleased to recognize two 

operations in the district 

with Partnership Awards. 

The District appreciates 

the cooperation of area 

producers willing to 

partner and support our 

continued interest in 

evaluating the use of 

cover crops to improve 

soil health and crop 

production on some of 

our sandy soil types. These farm operators are 

critical to the district carrying out its 

educational and outreach goals, as putting in 

test plots requires a significant time and 

equipment commitment. J.M. Newcomb & 

Sons were the cooperators on a plot evaluating 

the use of wheat cover crops in corn production 

in 2021. Results from this plot are still being 

evaluated, but show the value of small grain 

cover crops in corn production. The 2021 

recipient of the Clean Water Farm Award is 

Ryan Ellis, a producer who goes to great 

lengths to identify the true meaning of 

conservation. 

  Ryan is a fourth-generation farmer who began 

his operation in 2011 with 25 acres of land. 

Ryan has now grown his operation to 

approximately 1300 acres of land in Essex, 

Caroline, and King & Queen Counties. Ryan 

utilizes precision ag on all of his acreage, as 

well as numerous best management practices 

such as no-till and winter cover crops which 

help reduce runoff and erosion. Ryanôs 

operation is located in the Rappahannock River 

Basin. 

  Ryan has also supported and contributed to 

agricultural research and advancement through 

the years and he works continuously with local 

stewards through corn and soybean hybrid 

variety trials. Additionally, Ryan has hosted 

numerous field days for area producers.  

Lloyd Mundie, Three Rivers SWCD Chairman, 
presents Thomas Fox with 2021 Outstanding  

Stewardship Award 

Three Rivers SWCD Fall Banquet Recognizes Area Producers 

TRSWCD Director Langdon Townsend presents 

Robbie Newcomb with the 2021 Partnership Award 

Left to Right: Ryan, Winston, and Stephen Ellis accept the 2021 Partnership Award for the Ellis Family 

Sarah Cole, Three Rivers SWCD Conservation Specialist presents Ryan Ellis 

with the 2021 Clean Water Farm Award. Left to Right: Sarah Cole, Courtnie 

Ellis, Emerson Ellis, Ryan Ellis 
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  The Cavaliers were led by their star 

running back Demond Claiborne, the 

Tidewater District and Group 2A offensive 

player of the year. Claiborne who is a 

senior and a Wake Forest recruit has drawn 

the attention of many NCAA Division I 

schools including Penn State head coach 

James Franklin and an assistant UVA 

coach who were at the game. The Falcons 

(11 ï 2) scored first with a field goal but 

with 16 seconds left in the first quarter the  

Cavôs running back, Demond Claiborne 

scampered down the sidelines for a 66-

yard touchdown run taking the lead 8 - 3. 

On the Falconôs first possession of the 

second quarter the  Cavôs wide receiver 

Kavontay Hayes intercepted a pass and 

two plays later Claiborne ran for a 65-yard 

touchdown to extend the Cavalierôs lead to 

16 ï 3. Trailing by two scores the Falcons 

started going to their air game and 

connected for two touchdowns to tie the 

game 16 - 16 with 4 minutes left in the 

second quarter. On the Cavalierôs next 

possession senior quarterback Jayveon 

Robinson hit wide receiver Harry 

Robinson for a 59-yard pass that set up a 

15-yard touchdown run by Claiborne. The 

Cavaliers went into the locker room at the 

half leading 22 ï 16. 

  The Falcons came out strong in the 

second half taking the ball 70 yards 

downfield and seemly ready to tie the 

game. However, in a key defensive play of 

the game Cavalier senior linebacker Aiden 

Schools recovered a Falcon fumble at the 2

-yard line. The  Cavs then marched 98 

yards downfield capping the drive with 

Claiborne scoring his fourth touchdown 

increasing the Cav's lead to 30 - 16. 

Trailing by two touchdowns at the 

beginning of the fourth quarter, the 

Falcons again went to their air game 

finding some success as they closed the 

gap to 30 ï 23 but time was running out. 

With a little over two minutes left in the 

game, the Falcons tried an unsuccessful 

onside kick. Claiborne recovered it and on 

the next play, he went 52 yards to the 

Falconôs one-yard line. Quarterback 

Jayveon Robinson took the ball in for a 38 

ï 23 lead. It was pretty much all over at 

this point but the Falcons scored with 37 

seconds left cutting the lead to the final 

score of 38 ï 29. Claiborne who credits his 

success this year to his defense finished the 

game with 313 yards rushing on 21 carries 

and four touchdowns. The Cavaliers will 

play the Graham High School G-Men (13 

ï 0) of Bluefield for the state title at Salem 

City Stadium this Saturday, December 11th 

starting at noon. They defeated 

Appomattox County 42 ï 28 in the other 

Group 2 semi-final. 

  This is a team where most of its members 

have played together in King Williamôs 

youth sports programs since they were old 

enough to carry a football. Their 

accomplishments speak volumes for the 

sports programs in King William. The 

coaches, coaching staff, and parents who 

spent countless hours and days instilling 

the values of hard work and sportsmanship 

deserve a LOT OF CREDIT and are to be 

commended for their efforts. Coach Scott 

Moore and his staff have molded these 39 

members of the football team into a 

championship team and we wish them 

ALL THE BEST in their quest for a state 

title. GO CAVS!!              

 

Please see CAVS, continued on page 12. 

CAVS, continued from front page 

Success is the sum of small efforts - repeated day in and day out.    Robert Collier 

Ken Pullen Photography 
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Contributed    

  Hopefully 2021 will be in the rear-view 

mirror soon for King William County. The 

year started with open positions for the 

Planning Director, the Commissioner of 

Revenue, and the Treasurer. The entire 2020 

real estate reassessment was tossed when it 

was discovered there were numerous 

discrepancies in property categories and 

values. Soon after, the County Administrator 

resigned.  

  In the months following, the county saw even 

more turnovers ï the Deputy Clerk, the Zoning 

Administrator, and key staff members in the 

Treasurerôs office, Commissionerôs office, and 

in Information Systems. Meanwhile, the 

county also transitioned to new computer 

systems for real estate, finance, and taxation. 

Many thanks to Steve Hudgins for stepping in 

to hold things together throughout this 

challenging year! 

  The Board of Equalization for the 

reassessment was also dissolved. However, 

most members continued to work together 

offering the county suggestions and assistance. 

Our group is diverse in backgrounds, 

knowledge, and experience, and wanted to help 

our county through these challenges. Key to 

the groupôs philosophy is recommending best 

practices exercised in large, successful, for-

profit businesses. Our group unanimously 

agreed that strong leadership begets high 

performance and filling the County 

Administrator role with a proven leader should 

be the countyôs number one priority. 

  With interruptions in staffing, implementing 

new systems, and beginning another 

reassessment, our local government has been 

stretched to a breaking point. The Board 

realized we need an experienced County 

Administrator, not someone looking for a 

promotion into a new role. 

  After months of trying to attract a new 

County Administrator, the Board saw that it 

would be nearly impossible to find a seasoned 

candidate willing to take on the challenges at 

the salary range of the former CA. They 

decided to increase the range, and the search 

continued. Our new County Administrator has 

25 years of experience and will starts this 

week. Our group fully supports this decision. 

  Some citizens and organizations have 

criticized, condemned, and belittled our 

government for this decision. It has been 

demoralizing to county staff, and does nothing 

to help the situation. The right improvements 

in county operations could significantly reduce 

spending and increase tax revenue without 

raising taxes, while also improving operations 

and service levels provided to King William 

taxpayers.  

  That being said, citizens paying for a ñsenior 

county administratorò should expect more than 

just someone running daily operations. We 

should expect a CA that has worked through 

challenges like those facing King William, and 

can drive a multi-year transformation agenda. 

If the Board has selected the right candidate, 

we should see improvements in the countyôs 

position in relatively short order. We fully 

expect to see this and support these changes. 

Given the current state of King William and all 

that has transpired over the past year, we feel 

the best thing we can do is support the new CA 

and not throw stones before he has even 

started! 

Group Members: 

Bob Hubbard, Chris Couch, Meade 

Rhoads, Darrell Kellum, Rev. 

Douglas Riley, Straughan Robinson, 

Vinni Gaines    

2021 has been a Rough Year 

A pear tree that still stands from the Pollardôs orchard. 

MPRA, continued from front page 

Lawson Marriott Elementary School recognizes the school cafeteria staff as Tigers of the Month 

for November.  From left to right are Beverly Fritter, Jennifer Gibson, and Frances Anderson. 

Tigers of the Month  
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  Three Rivers Soil & Water Conservation 

District sponsored two Wildlife Food Plot 

competitions this year for local students. 

The Junior Division consists of students 9 

to 12 years of age while the Senior 

Division covers students 13 to 18 years of 

age. Each division is awarded a 1st, 2nd 

and 3rd place winner. The program is not 

only used to attract wildlife but to provide 

an opportunity for the students to learn 

about conservation and wildlife while 

helping them to develop an appreciation 

for the world around them. Applications 

were submitted by September 30th and the 

plots were judged on seed production, 

variety of seeds used, location of plot and 

bonus points were given for evidence of 

wildlife using the plots. 

  Tucker Townsend of Hamilton ï 

Holmes Middle School was the single 

entry in the Junior Division. Tucker 

planted turnips and used a rototiller to 

prepare his seed bed, then broadcasted 

seed with a spreader. His plot had good 

uniform cover and was close to the woods 

for security. Evidence of deer and rabbits 

using his plot were found. Tucker 

Townsend won 1st place in the Junior 

Division. 

  In the Senior Division, we had four 

entries from King William High School 

Ag Production Technology, Horticultural 

Science and FFA Classes. Ashlee Powell, 

Trenton and Wylie Johnson, Patrick 

Upshaw and Kaleb Jimmo. All four 

participants planted soybeans, buckwheat, 

rape, ryegrass, cowpea, sorghum and 

crimson clover. Ashlee prepared her plot 

by bush hogging and then disking. She 

broadcasted the seed by hand and ran a 

cultipacker over it. Evidence of quail and 

deer using her plot were found. Trenton 

and Wylie prepared their plot by chisel 

plowing and then turbo tilling. Evidence 

of deer using the plot was found. Patrick 

prepared his plot by bush hogging and 

tilling with a box tiller. He broadcasted the 

seed with a spreader pulled by a 4-wheeler 

and then lightly tilled over it. Evidence of 

deer using his plot were found. Kaleb 

prepared his plot by bush hogging and 

then tilled with a box tiller. He 

broadcasted his seed by hand and then 

covered the seeds with a harrow. Evidence 

of deer was found. All plots exhibited 

good uniform cover and were positioned 

close to the woods for security. 

  This yearôs winners of the Senior 

Division are 3rd place Kaleb Jimmo, 2nd 

place Trenton and Wylie Johnson and 1st 

place Ashlee Powell and Patrick Upshaw. 

Wildlife Food Plot Competition 

Left to Right Tucker Townsend, Trenton Johnson, Ashlee Powell, Patrick Upshaw, and 

Wylie Johnson. Not Pictured ï Kaleb Jimmo 

Kindergartener Kainen Johnson shows off 

one of his favorite library books.  Students 

choose a book and Ms. Hamilton, the 

librarian, delivers books to their 

classroom. 

Kindergarten at  

Lawson Marriott 

Elementary School  


