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Monumental Unrest on the Mattaponi Indian Reservation 

Tribal members preparing to protest march. 

Hamilton Holmes Middle School Honors Our United States Veterans 

JROTC student Chris Agee speaks with US Air Force 
Veteran Margaret ñPeggyò Williams. 

KWHS JROTC presenting the colors. 

By Amanda Walker 

  On Saturday, October 30th, members of the Mattaponi Indian Tribe marched around Mattaponi Reservation Circle in protest of current tribal leadership. During the march, tribal 

members left notices at Chief Mark Custalowôs residence along with several council membersô homes denouncing their leadership.   

Please see MATTAPONI RESERVATION , continued on page 11. 

By Amanda Walker 

Photos By Kleo Whitehead 

 

  Hamilton Holmes Middle School hosted a group of our Nationôs Veterans and King 

William High School JROTC for a Veteranôs Day event.  

  The Veterans enjoyed donuts and light refreshments with KWHS JROTC 

students before joining them for a march throughout the school. As they 

marched, students were lined up and down the hallways to greet them and 

thank them for their service to our country. 
 

Please see VETERANS, continued on page 6. 
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from our readers, which will be published 
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residence. We accept calendar items at no 

charge for 50 words or less. The Country 
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  Donôt Miss Another Issue! 
 

If you are not receiving 

t h e  C o u n t r y 

Courier and you 

live outside the 

community, you can 

subscribe for an Annual 

Rate of $30.00 (includes 

postage) and keep up with the latest 

news from King William and King 

and Queen counties.   

Publisherôs Message 
 

 Bennett Funeral Home was established in 1897 to serve the needs of 

Richmond families.  Since then, this locally owned and operated business has 

continued to serve the community with its unique combination of caring and 

convenience. 

 This tradition of excellence  can be seen in the four beautiful chapels 

located throughout the Richmond area: centrally located on Cutshaw Avenue in 

the city, on Broad Street Road past Innsbrook,  serving the Hanover-

Mechanicsville area on Lee-Davis Road and Chesterfield Chapel on Ashbrook 

Pkwy. in Chesterfield. All four facilities are under the personal direction of 

Charles D. Morehead, President. 

 In a time of need, you can turn to Bennett Funeral Home with trust and 

confidence.  It serves families of all faiths with personal service, before, during, 

and after.  There is a long tradition of professionalism and caring. 

 One way in which Bennett cares for families, is by offering a convenient 

and personalized pre-need program.  Through this program pre-need planning, you 

can spare your loved ones the burden of making decisions at an emotional time.  

Call Bennett Funeral Home at 746-8665 to schedule a pre-planning consultation.

BENNETT funeral home 

Caring Since 1897 

A 123 Year  

Tradition of Caring  

8014 Lee Davis Road, Mechanicsville 7̔46-8665 

  This Thursday is Thanksgiving day. In 1621 the Plymouth colonists and the 

Wampanoag native Americans shared an Autumn harvest feast that is 

acknowledged today as one of the first Thanksgiving celebration in the colonies. 

This Thanksgiving when we come together with family and friends, take a 

moment to give thanks not only for the wonderful food that has been prepared 

but also for the many blessings we have in our lives. It is also a special time to 

remember our many loved ones who are no longer here with us. It is important 

to keep this longstanding tradition alive. Be sure to really understand what the 

word Thanks means in Thanksgiving.  

 

Take care until next time...  

  On November 19, 1863, at the dedication of a 

military cemetery at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, 

during the American Civi l War, 

President Abraham Lincoln delivers one of the 

most memorable speeches in American history. 

In fewer than 275 words, Lincoln brilliantly 

and movingly reminded a war-weary public 

why the Union had to fight, and win, the Civil 

War. The Battle of Gettysburg, fought some 

four months earlier, was the single bloodiest 

battle of the Civil War. Over the course of 

three days, more than 45,000 men were killed, 

injured, captured or went missing. The battle 

also proved to be the turning point of the war: 

General Robert E. Leeôs defeat and retreat 

from Gettysburg marked the last Confederate 

invasion of Northern territory and the 

beginning of the Southern armyôs ultimate 

decline.  

  Charged by Pennsylvaniaôs governor, Andrew 

Curtin, to care for the Gettysburg dead, an 

attorney named David Wills bought 17 acres of 

pasture to turn into a cemetery for the more 

than 7,500 who fell in battle. Wills invited 

Edward Everett, one of the most famous 

orators of the day, to deliver a speech at the 

cemeteryôs dedication. Almost as an 

afterthought, Wills also sent a letter to 

Lincolnðjust two weeks before the 

ceremonyðrequesting ña few appropriate 

remarksò to consecrate the grounds. At the 

dedication, the crowd listened for two hours to 

Everett before Lincoln spoke. Lincolnôs 

address lasted just two or three minutes. The 

speech reflected his redefined belief that the 

Civil War was not just a fight to save the 

Union, but a struggle for freedom and equality 

for all, an idea Lincoln had not championed in 

the years leading up to the war.  

  This was his stirring conclusion: ñThe world 

will little note, nor long remember what we say 

here, but it can never forget what they did here. 

It is for us the living, rather, to be dedicated 

here to the unfinished work which they who 

fought here have thus far so nobly advanced. It 

is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great 

task remaining before usðthat from these 

honored dead we take increased devotion to 

that cause for which they gave the last full 

measure of devotionðthat we here highly 

resolve that these dead shall not have died in 

vainðthat this nation, under God, shall have a 

new birth of freedomðand that government of 

the people, by the people, for the people, shall 

not perish from the earth.ò  

Government of the People, by the People, for the 

People, Shall Not Perish From the Earth 

CORRECTION: In the November 10th issue on page 9 in the "Housing, continued" 

article it should state "since, 2013 800 new homes have been built", not 2003.  

Correction 
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Equine Talk Sponsored by: 

T-Town Tack  

Obituaries 

NEED PRAYER? 
Itôs certainly the best place to start in these 

challenging times! 

Please email us at 

discoverfreedomministries@gmail.com  

and weôll be happy to pray for you. 

GRAVITT  

Gravitt, Clarence 

David Jr., 75, of 

St. Stephens 

Church, passed 

a w a y  o n 

November 7, 

2021. He is 

survived by his 

loving wife of 

52 years, Charlotte; sons, David Burton 

and Jeff Gravitt; 4 grandchildren; and 1 

great grandchild; and numerous extended 

family and friends. Clarence was a proud 

veteran of the U.S. Army and worked for 

VDOT for 25 years. A memorial service 

will be held at 2:00pm on Wednesday, 

November 17th at B.W. White Funeral 

Home, Aylett chapel, 7837 Richmond 

Tappahannock Hwy. 

 

EACHO 

Eacho, Stephen 

Roper, at the age 

of 57 died 

suddenly on 

November 10, 

2021.  He was 

the beloved son 

of Avis and 

Harrison Eacho, 

Jr.  His father 

d i e d  o n 

November 2, 

2014.  He is survived by his mother Avis, 

his brother Hank Eacho (Donna), his sister 

Jill Gilbert (Mike) and his nephews Andy 

and Kevin Gilbert.  Stephen attended 

VCU, majoring in criminal justice, and 

was a fan of the Washington 

Redskins.  He was a former member of the 

Central Virginia Football Officials 

Association.  Sincere thanks to the King 

William Rescue Squad and the Sheriffôs 

Department for  their  d i l igent 

assistance.  If anyone would like to 

remember Stephen, a contribution to the 

KW Rescue Squad would be deeply 

appreciated.  A private memorial for 

Stephen will take place at a later date. 

Online guest book is available at 

affinityfuneralservice.com. 

Leave ñPrettyò 

on the Porch 
 

By Allen Brintley and ñPipò 

 

  Thatôs what my Grandpa used to say 

about his hunting dogs. I guess he 

meant that he cared more about how 

good they were at hunting rather than 

how good they looked while doing it. I 

used to ask him about a certain dog 

and he would reply ñThat dog wonôt 

even chase a biscuit!ò Itôs like the old 

saying that good looks will only get 

you so far. 

  The same thing could be said about 

horses and mules. A lot of old farmers 

cared more about how well an animal 

could pull a plow or wagon rather than 

their looks. We donôt use them as 

much today to work because of 

modern technology, so most of our 

horses and mules are for pleasure 

only. We do have shows that can 

simulate how well they perform at 

certain things like cutting cows out of 

a herd or their athletic ability at 

jumping or pulling. 

  I enjoy watching people show their 

animals and the amazing things they 

can do. Fall is a good time for trail 

riding and working with your animals 

to teach them new things. Enjoy the 

cooler days to come and stay safe. 

  Pip and I have so much to be 

thankful for this holiday season. We 

hope you have a very Happy 

Thanksgiving! 

  Y o u  c a n  e m a i l  m e  a t 

Allen@TwinRiversRealty.com or call 

me at 690-7870. Iôll see you on the 

trails. 
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Call Us Today: 804-357-4940 
DS Mitchell Electric, Inc.ð11860 W. River Rd #D, Aylett, Virginia 23009 

Website: dsmelectricinc.com        Email: dsmitchellelectric@gmail.com 

Generator Sales & Installation:  
DS Mitchell Electric can provide a Turn Key Generator Installation, 
and we will work with your local gas company. Contact us for a Free 
EstimateðWe will beat any competitorôs quoted price. 

DS Mitchell Electric is your trusted source in Central VA for residential and commercial 
electrical services and products with over 18 years of experience. Our electrical 
contractors provide first class service when you need it and we specialize in everything 
from breaker panel replacement to landscape lighting and of course everything in 
between. We're 100% committed to customer satisfaction in everything we do.  

 Providing Quality Service for over 18 Years 

Locally Owned & Operated 
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PROUD 

Grandparents 

announce the arrival 

of a New Baby Girl 

Emilia Gama 

Vazquez.  

  Born to Ariana and 

Eduardo Gama on 

October 14th, 2021 at 

Henrico Doctors. She 

weighed 7 pounds; 1 

ounce and measured 

19.5 inches.  ñWe are 

so excited, happy and 

blessed to have our 

second granddaughter 

and we pray that she 

will grow sweet, kind, 

i n t e l l i g e n t  a n d 

curiousò said his grandparents Heyda and Chris Vass from King 

William.  Emilia was welcomed by her grandparents from Brazil, Carla 

and Eduardo, big sister Mya, big brother Noah, tio Fran and great-

grandmother Mami.  Welcome to the family!  

Welcome Baby! 

  Veterans and JROTC students then 

returned to the cafeteria for a program 

consisting of a pre-recording of the 

KWHS Band playing ñThe Star-Spangled 

Banner,ò and a pre-recorded poem tribute 

put together by the HHMS Jr. Beta Club. 

The Veterans were called to stand by 

branch to be recognized and thanked with 

applause. King William Public Schools 

alumni Captain David Dartez, USN was 

honored to introduce keynote speaker, 

retired Brigadier General Walt Mercer. 

Mercer, who has a 36-year military career, 

formerly taught Social Studies at HHMS 

and coached wrestling for KWHS. Dartez 

was both taught and coached by Mercer 

during his middle and high school years 

and looks to him as his inspiration. 

  General Mercer addressed the students 

and his fellow Veterans about what 

Veterans Day is and the importance of 

service, respect, and patriotism. He 

informed students of the code of honor 

Veterans live by, standing by nation and 

flag. He reminded them of the sacrifices 

Veterans have made, missing time with 

family, and missing births of their children 

as well as significant periods of their lives. 

He shared examples of violent sights they 

had seen as well as inspirational times of 

helping fellow soldiers and foreign 

natives. In closing, he challenged all 

attendees to make every day Veterans Day 

by always remembering their sacrifices, 

and never abandoning the course of 

liberty. The program was live-streamed 

throughout all HHMS classrooms. The 

school intends to hold the event on an 

annual basis with hopes of expanding on it 

next year. 

Veterans, continued from front page 

Retired Brigadier General Walt Mercer - ñMilitary service means putting yourself second to the 

needs of the nation.ò 

With the new day comes new strength and new thoughts. 

Eleanor Roosevelt 

https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/eleanor-roosevelt-quotes
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  Under the leadership of the Ushers 

Ministry of Rock Spring Baptist Church, 

forty(40) Thanksgiving baskets were 

divided among the seniors of Rock Spring 

Baptist Church and the seniors in the 

community. We are Grateful and Thankful 

to God for being a blessing to our church 

and to our community.  Also, 

many  thanks to our local Food Lion for 

allowing the Ushers Ministry to have a 

food drive at the store on November 6, 

2021. Thanks to everyone in the 

community for your donations in making 

this a huge success. The Rock Spring 

Baptist Church would like to wish 

everyone a Happy Thanksgiving. 

Rock Spring Baptist Church Contributes 

Thanksgiving Baskets to Community 

Life is 10% what happens to you and 90% how you react to it. 

Charles R. Swindoll 

https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/charles-r-swindoll-quotes
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Letters to the Editor 
Dear Editor. 

 

  My name is Bianca Cabrera, and I have 

been a teacher at Hamilton-Holmes Middle 

School for the past 13 years. As an 

educator, I have been blessed with the 

opportunity to impact the lives of our 

communityôs children and make a 

difference in the world. However, when 

recently re-reading The Giving Tree by 

Shel Silverstein, I was struck by a 

disheartening thought. Although there are 

many interpretations of this bookôs 

message, I had the sudden realization that I 

was the tree and that KWCPS was the 

child. Trees breathe life into our world. 

They are essential. We as teachers give -- 

never expecting anything in return from 

those who take. We care. We sacrifice. We 

endure. We bend, but donôt break. 

However, this was the model for a pre-

pandemic teacher. We are now facing 

unique challenges. Students run the 

hallways with rudeness and disrespect. 

Due to vandalism inspired by TikTok 

challenges, HHMS typically only has two 

available bathrooms for student use. 

Students will simply not follow the rules, 

and are paying the price with their 

education. Learning is suffering because 

educators are suffering. So much of our 

precious teaching time is being used for 

intervening in behavior issues that are 

falling on deaf ears with our leadership. 

Morale is low and stress is high. There are 

so many teachers taking time off that every 

day coverage is becoming a problem. 

Shouldnôt this be an environment where 

teachers want to be at work each day, 

teaching what they love and being 

comfortable knowing they have support? 

This year, a new digital assessment 

management system was unveiled by our 

leadership, but it was not until November 

that teachers began training. We were 

expected to jump right in, and it is now my 

understanding that we are switching 

platforms again next year. When will there 

be consistency or communication? It is 

very frustrating to start a school year 

unprepared, especially when it is no fault 

of your own. I know staff that are already 

trying to find jobs for next year. King 

William will lose some of our best teachers 

because they are slowly being driven 

away, and no one seems to notice or care. 

As educators, we understand that these 

issues are happening across our country 

every day -- but rather than fixate on 

national or state level problems, we need 

our school leadership to think and act 

locally. Much like the tree in the book, 

teachers are being chopped down and 

whittled into stumps at an unprecedented 

rate, during unprecedented times. For that 

reason, I invite each KWCPS board 

member and Director to spend a day 

shadowing a teacher at HHMS. We truly 

care about our building, our students, and 

our teacherôs mental health. By immersing 

yourselves as one of us, perhaps you 

would be better equipped to offer effective 

solutions to our enormous plight. I believe 

we can do better. We must do better. If 

leadership continues to ignore this crisis, 

we will end up with a forest full of stumps, 

or worseé no trees at all. 

 

Bianca Cabrera 

King William 

 
 

Dear Editor, 

Greenwood & Moskalski both a No Show 

 

  Despite an Invitation to attend our 

meeting of the King William T.E.A Party 

on Thursday November 11, both 

Supervisors Stephen Greenwood and 

Supervisor Travis Moskalski not only 

failed to show up, they could not even 

bother to respond to the invitation. One 

might ponder just how they define the 

responsibilities of their office. 

  The topic on the docket that evening was 

the new real estate assessment that is now 

underway. Rumors abound over the fiasco 

regarding the lapse of the software the 

prior system utilized, and the new 

software. Untold thousands of taxpayer 

money has been poorly spent, relative to 

the incompatibility of the two software 

programs. Missing information and the 

retrieval of said information has added 

confusion and possible additional costs in 

order to start the new assessment process 

with accurate property data. Perhaps in 

hindsight the former county administrator 

taking this responsibility away from the 

COR office was a costly error, both in 

money and needless confusion for KW 

property owners. 

  We specifically asked these 2 Supervisors 

because they have now both been on the 

Board for some 10 years. Our hope was to 

elicit some answers as to their own 

responsibility and explain their plans going 

forward. While my political philosophy 

may differ from these elected officials, our 

group is comprised of KW taxpayers who 

deserve better treatment.  

  One might consider with expected 

increases  in the range of 50-60% in 

assessed values, Greenwood and 

Moskalski wanted to just dodge any 

questions on what will happen with real 

estate taxes once this new assessment goes 

into effect January 1, 2023. Profile in 

Courageééhardly. 
 

Bob Shannon 

King William T.E.A Party  

(Taxed Enough Already)  

Letters to the Editor 
   We welcome signed letters to the editor. Each letter 

must carry the writers signature, full valid address, 
and daytime phone number. We reserve the right to 

edit for accuracy, brevity, clarity, legality, and taste. 

We do not guarantee that every letter received will 
be published. Letters reflect the opinions and 

positions of the writers and not The Country  

Courier. 
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  Mr. Fred Pearson, of Pearsonôs Appraisal 

Service, Inc., startled attendees at a recent 

T.E.A. Party meeting by revealing preliminary 

findings showing sharply increased values for 

single family homes.   

  ñWe're seeing an average of 50 to 60 percent 

increase based on today's housing market,ò he 

said. 

The field assessments began in September and 

are expected to be completed in June of 2022. 

  Notices of the proposed changes in the 

assessed value will be mailed out to property 

owners in the fall of 2022 and will go into 

effect January 1st, 2023.  

  County resident Fred Krauss, a leader in 

KWTP's successful efforts at getting dismissal 

of the previous appraisal contractor for 

multiple violations, warned that this would 

mean a big jump in residential tax bills unless 

the Board of Supervisors lowers the current 

rate in accordance with Virginia law. 

  ñKing William has one of the highest tax rates 

of any rural county in Virginia,ò Krauss said, 

ña house last assessed at $145,000 in 2015 

could see their property go to $260,000, 

increasing their tax bill by nearly a thousand 

dollars!ò       

  Pearson assured the group that appraisal  

notices will give the details on the method of 

appealing the proposed assessed values and his 

company's office in the County Administration 

building is open to the public during regular 

business hours. 

  Pearson's attendance at the meeting and 

willingness to carefully answer many tough but 

fair questions contrasted sharply with the 

conspicuous absence of two other important 

invitees. 

  Supervisors Travis Moskalski and Stephen 

Greenwood ï each with over ten years 

experience on the Board in dealing with 

assessment and tax issues ï didn't even bother 

to acknowledge KWTP's emailed invitations.   

  King William T.E.A. Party's meetings are 

open to all county residents of good will.  

Information at kwteaparty.com and facebook 

Fred Pearson  Fred Krauss  

KW County's new assessor sees up to 60% increase 

in home evaluations 

  Itôs almost time for the 4th Annual 

Christmas Elf Cottage. This event is for 

children 14 and under to do their 

Christmas shopping. It will be held at the 

King William Ruritan Club at 156 Ruritan 

Lane off of RT-30. 

  Sponsors and Volunteers are always 

needed and welcomed. The volunteers 

help assist the children with the shopping 

and gift wrapping. 

  Children can come and shop while their 

parents and grandparents can relax and 

enjoy complimentary treats. Gifts range in 

price from $2 to $8. Shopping dates are 

Friday, December 3rd from 4 pm - 8 pm 

and Saturday, December 4th from 9 am - 4 

pm. The Christmas Elf Cottage is at the 

King William Ruritan building this year. 

All proceeds benefit the American Cancer 

Society. 

  For more information see the ad in this 

issue of the Country Courier or visit their 

Facebook page online at facebook.com/

christmaselfcottage or call Tammy Boyer 

at 804-647-6940. 

Get Ready for the  

4
th

 Annual Elf Cottage 

The Elf Cottage from past years. 

It's a wonderful thing to be optimistic. It keeps you healthy and it keeps you resilient. 

Daniel Kahneman 
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"Topaz" is a gorgeous female Hound that's about 1-2 

years old and weighs 45lbs. She came to the Shelter after 

she was found at someone's home. She is a super sweet 

girl that gets along great with other dogs and cats!  

 
Regional Animal Shelter 

Phone: 804-769-4983 

  According to tribal members, women do 

not have the right to vote on tribal matters, 

and the tribal council has not held an 

election in decades but appointed each 

other to the positions they are in. They 

stated they have attempted to bring their 

concerns to the Chief through phone calls, 

emails, and attempts at in-person meetings 

but the Chief has not responded. Tribal 

members are asking for equal rights, and 

to have a say in those who represent them 

via an election process. 

  Since the protest, thirteen participants 

have been charged with trespass after 

forbidden, and assault or battery by mob, 

with Chief Mark Custalow showing as the 

complainant for the charges. Each of them 

has also been issued a protective order 

allowing no contact with the Chief. 20th 

District Virginia State Senator William 

Stanley, and former Virginia Attorney 

General Anthony Troy, both of The 

Stanley Law Group, have agreed to 

represent the defendants pro bono. Both 

attorneys have expressed a desire to 

defend the first amendment rights of the 

protestors. 

  The defendants attended their 

arraignment in King William Courthouse 

on Thursday, November 18th. Upon a 

motion filed by the defense, the protective 

order was modified to allow the 

defendants to attend cultural events where 

the Chief may be present, at as long as 

they have no direct contact with Custalow. 

The hearings for the charges have been 

continued until December 16th at 1 pm. 

Following the arraignment, Stanley 

expressed ñChief Custalow is using the 

court system to stifle free speech and is 

using our criminal justice system against 

his own people.ò He said the fight begins 

at the courthouse on December 16th, but it 

will not end there. Chief Custalow 

declined to comment on the cases stating, 

ñI think it will all come out in court.ò 

Mattaponi Reservation, continued from front page 

Pet Adoption 


