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By Danny Clark   

  Bob Coleman of King William 

county caught this four and a half 

pound bass at a pond in Hanover 

county recently. This is not the first big 

bass Bob has pulled from the water. He 

was using a red minnow bait. 

Fishing in the Country 

Youngkin Defeats McAuliffe - Sweeps King William 
By Gene Campbell 

  For the first time since 2009 Republicans will hold the top three offices (Governor, Lt. Governor, and Attorney General) in the state of Virginia. In a first for Virginia, 

Republican Winsome Sears will become the first female lieutenant governor and the first woman of color to hold statewide office. Governor-elect Glenn Youngkin, Lt. Governor

-elect Winsome Sears, and Attorney General-elect Jason Miyares each defeated their Democratic opponents by margins of approximately 51% to 49%. The voter turnout was the 

highest than any other gubernatorial election since 1997. Of the Commonwealthôs 5.9 million registered voters just over 55% cast their ballots on or before election day. The 

Republicans also took back control of the House of Delegates. They now have 52 seats to the Democrats have 48 seats. None of Virginiaôs Senators were up for reelection. The 

Democrats hold a 21 seat to 19 seat edge in the Senate.   

Please see ELECTION , continued on page 13. 

Walkerton Community 

Fire Association 

Receives New Truck 

Walkerton Tanker No. 7  

Please see full story on page 12. 

Members of Boy Scouts Troop 360 joined associates from the Nestlé Purina PetCare facility in King William to plant American flags 

in recognition of Veterans Day. 

Nestlé Purina and Boy Scouts of King & Queen County  

partner for Veterans Day commemoration 

American flag display outside manufacturing facility in King William organized by local troop 

Contributed (Nov. 9) ï Members of the Boy Scouts of America Troop 360 spent an afternoon with associates at the Nestlé Purina 

PetCare factory in King William to organize a Veterans Day memorial. The troop members placed 100 American flags at the 

entrance to the Purina manufacturing facility on Dunluce Road in recognition of the brave servicemen and women whoôve defended 

our freedom. A group of Purina associates helped with the set-up, including two former Eagle Scouts who spoke with the troop and 

shared personal stories of their time in the Boy Scouts. 

Please see PURINA , continued on page 13. 
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Send in check or money order 

today for only $30.00 a year! 
 

 

Name 

______________________________ 

Address 

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________ 

Phone:________________________ 

 

E-mail:  

________________________ 
 

 

Make check or money orders payable to: 
 

Country Courier 
P.O. BOX 160 

St. Stephens Church, VA 23148 
 

Call us today: 

(804) 769-0259 

The Country Courier welcomes letters 

from our readers, which will be published 

with the writerôs signature and county of 

residence. We accept calendar items at no 

charge for 50 words or less. The Country 

Courier reserves the right to edit letters 

and calendar items and print when space is 

available. 
 

Serving King William and  

King & Queen Counties  

Since 1989  
 

Country Courier 
P.O.  Box 160 

St. Stephens Church, VA 23148 

Hours: 10AM-2PM M-F 

769-0259   ǒ   Fax 769-0953 

Email: 

office@countrycouriernews.com  

Web: countrycouriernews.com  
 

Physical Address: 

Twin Rivers Building 

5833 Richmond-Tappahannock Hwy. 

Suite 107 B  

Aylett, VA. 23009 
 

STAFF 
Danny Clark, Publisher 

Julie Clark Minor, Editor 

Gail Clark, Office Manager 

Armistead Saffer, Technical-Consultant 

Ryan Lumpkin, Distribution Manager 

Gene Campbell, Lynne Uzell, Amanda 

Walker Contributing Writers 

  Donôt Miss Another Issue! 
 

If you are not receiving 

t h e  C o u n t r y 

Courier and you 

live outside the 

community, you can 

subscribe for an Annual 

Rate of $30.00 (includes 

postage) and keep up with the latest 

news from King William and King 

and Queen counties.   

Publisherôs Message 
 

 Bennett Funeral Home was established in 1897 to serve the needs of 

Richmond families.  Since then, this locally owned and operated business has 

continued to serve the community with its unique combination of caring and 

convenience. 

 This tradition of excellence  can be seen in the four beautiful chapels 

located throughout the Richmond area: centrally located on Cutshaw Avenue in 

the city, on Broad Street Road past Innsbrook,  serving the Hanover-

Mechanicsville area on Lee-Davis Road and Chesterfield Chapel on Ashbrook 

Pkwy. in Chesterfield. All four facilities are under the personal direction of 

Charles D. Morehead, President. 

 In a time of need, you can turn to Bennett Funeral Home with trust and 

confidence.  It serves families of all faiths with personal service, before, during, 

and after.  There is a long tradition of professionalism and caring. 

 One way in which Bennett cares for families, is by offering a convenient 

and personalized pre-need program.  Through this program pre-need planning, you 

can spare your loved ones the burden of making decisions at an emotional time.  

Call Bennett Funeral Home at 746-8665 to schedule a pre-planning consultation.

BENNETT funeral home 

Caring Since 1897 

A 123 Year  

Tradition of Caring  

8014 Lee Davis Road, Mechanicsville 7̔46-8665 

By Gene Campbell 

  The Commonwealth of Virginia recently 

conducted an audit of collections and 

remittances in the King William County 

Commissioner of Revenue, and Sheriffôs 

Department for the fiscal year ending June 

30, 2021. They also reviewed the 

collections and remittances in the 

Treasurerôs office for the period February 

9, 2021, through June 30, 2021. The state 

auditor of public accounts found the 

constitutional officers complied, in all 

material respects, with state laws, 

regulations, and other procedures relating 

to the receipt, disbursement, and custody 

of state funds. 

State Audit Finds County Departments in 

Compliance With State Law  

  Thursday, November 11th. is Veterans Day. We take time out from our busy lives 

to let a Veteran know we appreciate them and their service to our country. Many 

young men and women did not come home from far away lands to see family and 

friends again, these are the true heroes and they should never be forgotten. Happy 

Veterans Day to all our Veterans, past and present, may you have peace knowing 

you answered when called. You are not forgotten.  

 

     Take care until next time...  
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Equine Talk Sponsored by: 

T-Town Tack  

Obituaries 
PLOECHINGER       

Alex F. Ploechinger, 59 of Aylett, VA. 

Papa Bear was born on August 3rd, 1962 

in San Francisco, CA and raised in 

Conneautville, PA by his loving 

mother, Judie Ploechinger. He was the 

f a v o r i t e  y o u n g e r  b r o t h e r 

o f  Daphne P loechinger (Roy 

Struchen) and Cyrella Whinfield (Lee). He 

was the handsome older half-brother to 

Jennifer Ploechinger-Hughan. Alex was 

preceded in death by his sister 

Victoria Ploechinger and his grandmother 

Edith Seward. Alex spent the last 39 1/2 

years with the love of his life, 

Becky Ploechinger. The happy couple had 

three of the coolest girls Lisa ñLa 

La" (John Simons), Brandi "Boo Boo" (JR 

Melton), and Stephanie ñPookyò (Todd 

McGrath). He was a devoted Papa to Trey, 

Lexi, Lana, Ryder, Mixie  and 

Gracie. Papa Bear also loved his pack 

of Siberian Huskies Nikki, Ber-Ber, Maya 

and Bowie. Alex enjoyed motorcycles, 

muscle cars, loud music, diecast 

cars, antiquing, traveling, horticulture, 

bird watching, tasty beverages, card 

games, joking and above all, time spent 

with family and friends. He is truly missed 

by all. Memorial Services will be 

held November 14th, 2021 at Richmond 

Harley-Davidson, 12200 Harley Club 

Drive, Ashland, VA 23005 from Noon to 

3:30pm.  

 

 

NEED PRAYER? 
Itôs certainly the best place to start in these 

challenging times! 

Please email us at 

discoverfreedomministries@gmail.com  

and weôll be happy to pray for you. 

Connecting 
 

By Allen Brintley and ñPipò 

 

  For thousands of years, people have had 

connections with animals. Some are emotional 

connections like pets. Others are physical 

connections like work animals. Horses and 

mules have a special connection with people 

because of their size and the things that we do 

with them. Years ago, we used them to clear 

land, plant the fields, harvest the crops, pull 

wagons, carry heavy loads, ride them to 

explore or escape danger, and the list goes on. 

Today we use them mostly for pleasure riding. 

We still have that special bond and physical 

connection as we are riding on the back of such 

large and powerful animals with the wind 

blowing through our hair. Since I donôt have a 

lot of hair left, I guess itôs the wind blowing 

across my bald head. Itôs still a special feeling. 

Taking care of them requires us to provide a 

safe and clean living space, proper food and 

fresh water, enough exercise and mental 

stimulation to be happy members of our 

families. Everyone loves baby animals, 

whether itôs puppies, kittens, horses, or mules. 

They are so cute and playful and need a calm 

and patient person to teach them how to act 

and help them to understand things as they 

grow. 

  Talking about baby animals, reminds me of a 

story that my buddy Jim told me the other day. 

He said that he was driving home one evening 

and saw something moving on the side of the 

road and pulled over to check it out. It was a 

baby skunk. He looked everywhere to see 

where the parents were but found nothing. He 

decided to take the baby skunk home and raise 

it. His wife was none too pleased when he got 

home. Jim fed it some milk and then went and 

found a big cardboard box to keep it in. He put 

a towel in the box for bedding. His wife asked 

ñJim, where are you going to keep that skunk 

at?ò Jim said ñIôm going to put him the box 

and keep him beside our bed at night so I can 

keep a check on him.ò Jimôs wife said ñWhat 

about all those scary noises and that terrible 

smell all night long?ò Jim said ñHoney, donôt 

worry about that little skunk. Heôll get used to 

you just like I have!ò I think Jim and the skunk 

slept on the couch that night. 

  Y o u  c a n  e m a i l  m e  a t 

Allen@TwinRiversRealty.com or call 690-

7870. Iôll see you on the trails. 
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Call Us Today: 804 -357-4940 
DS Mitchell Electric, Inc. ð11860 W. River Rd #D, Aylett, Virginia 23009  

Website: dsmelectricinc.com        Email: dsmitchellelectric@gmail.com  

Generator Sales & Installation:  
DS Mitchell Electric can provide a Turn Key Generator Installation, 
and we will work with your local gas company. Contact us for a Free 
EstimateðWe will beat any competitorôs quoted price. 

DS Mitchell Electric  is your trusted source in Central VA for residential and commercial 
electrical services and products with over 18 years of experience. Our electrical 
contractors provide first class service when you need it and we specialize in everything 
from breaker panel replacement to landscape lighting and of course everything in 
between. We're 100% committed to customer satisfaction in everything we do.  

 Providing Quality Service for over 18 Years  

Locally Owned & Operated  
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  October 27, - Jerusalem Christian 

Church at 1902 Powhatan Trail in King 

William, recently elected Rev. Joshua S. 

Lewis, M.Div. to serve as their new 

minister. His first official Sunday was on 

September 19th. To celebrate this historic 

election, on Sunday October 17th, the 

church held a community picnic along 

with special music welcoming their new 

minister. Dozens of guests along with new 

and returning church members came to 

meet and celebrate the election of their 

minister. ñIôm honored to have been 

selected to serve as minister of Jerusalem. 

They are a healthy, vision oriented 

congregation, with a rich heritage of faith 

and a bright future,ò Lewis said.  

  Rev. Lewis is a native of King William 

and a graduate of the King William High 

School class of 1997. Upon graduation he 

relocated to St. Louis, Missouri where he 

completed a Bachelorôs of Arts degree in 

Christian Theology from Lindenwood 

University. In 2014 he moved back to 

Virginia to complete his Masterôs of 

Divinity from Union Presbyterian 

Seminary. ñI strongly believe that sound 

biblical teaching in an ever-changing 

cultural landscape is one of the healthiest 

and most effective ways to grow our 

church both spiritually and numerically. 

We want to impact our community and 

make disciples of Jesus Christ of all ages, 

but we also want to deepen the faith of 

those that have been Christians for many 

years now,ò Lewis commented.  

  The Jerusalem Christian Church was 

organized in 1792 and their current 

sanctuary was built in 1840. During the 

American Civil War, Union troops took 

over the church, removing itôs furnishing 

so that their horses could be moved safely 

inside away from the line of fire. 

Throughout the centuries the congregation 

has continued to impact the community in 

various ways and if history is an indicator 

of future events, the coming years are 

bright for Jerusalem. Jerusalem also has a 

history of long-tenured ministers. Lewis is 

succeeding Gary Jones who served for 23 

years. Prior to that, Dr. H. Jackson Darst 

served for 37 years. Rev. Lewis added, 

ñThe sort of stability that the church has 

had is commendable and proves that a 

healthy congregation makes for an 

attractive place for clergy to invest their 

skills and talents.  

  I look forward to serving the church and 

the community of my youth.ò Jerusalem 

Christian Church meets Sunday mornings 

for Christian education at 10 a.m. and 

holds a worship service at 11 a.m. 

Historic King William Church  

Selects Hometown Minister  

Joshua S. Lewis at his new home church. 

King William TEA Party Hears Housing  

Impact Analysis Presented by Chris Couch 

EDA Vice Chair Meade Rhodes (right) joins Zachary Coyne (left) and Chris Couch 

(center) to discuss the model. 

By Amanda Walker 

  In response to back-and-forth letters to 

the editor submitted to the Country 

Courier between TEA party member 

Zachary Coyne and resident Chris Couch, 

the KW TEA party hosted Couch to 

present his Housing Impact Analysis 

model. The model and resulting data were 

presented to the county Board of 

Supervisors in their September 13th work 

session. 

  In Coyneôs letter, published in the 

October 13th edition, he called into 

question Couchôs claim that residences 

would need to be valued at $1.64 million 

or more to avoid having a negative impact 

on the county budget. Coyne also 

questioned why there was no mention of 

the impact of revenues lost by Land Use 

tax exemptions, and the year over year 

operational budget increases despite the 

lack of population growth in the county. 

Couchôs response, published in the 

October 27th edition, asserted Coyneôs 

letter was written without reviewing his 

presentation, and clarified the model math 

included national statistics and 

assumptions as had been noted in the 

original presentation. 

 

Please see HOUSING, continued on page 

9. 
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  The marriage of Miss Katharine 

Colonna Payne, daughter of David 

Robert Payne and Sally Wool 

Pearson to Dr. Andrew Percy, son of 

Craig Percy and the late Jayne Percy 

of Westlake Village, CA took place 

on Saturday, November 6, 2021 at 

the Tredegar Iron Works in 

Richmond, VA.  Dr. Robert Horton 

of Jonesville, VA officiated. 

Katharine is the granddaughter of 

Roberta Holt Curtis and the late 

Joseph Craig Wool Jr.  and Mrs. 

Sheila Payne and the late Dr. Charles 

Franklin Payne of Virginia Beach, 

VA. Andrew is the grandson of John 

and Jane Percy of Westfield, NJ and 

Gerard and Judy Kornblum of 

Bellmore, NY. The groomôs parents 

hosted a brunch at the Kent -

Valentine House in Richmond, VA 

the day after the wedding. Following 

the ceremony, the brideôs parents 

hosted a reception at the Tredegar 

Iron Works. The bride is a graduate 

of King William High School and 

North Carolina State University and she received her Masters Degree from John 

Hopkins in Environmental Science and Policy. Katie is currently Account Manager at 

Solenis Corporation. The groom is a graduate of Amity High School and Bates College 

and received his doctorate from VCU School of Medicine in Richmond, VA. Andrew 

studied pediatrics at John Hopkins and he is currently a pediatric critical care fellow at 

the Childrenôs Hospital of Philadelphia. The couple resides in Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania. 

Wedding 

Mr. and Mrs. Percy 
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MARTIN  

Martin, Clyde 

ñEarlò 76 of 

Aylett, VA went to 

be with the Lord 

on Thursday, 

October 28, 2021. 

He is survived by 

his wife, Patsy 

Walker Martin, a 

daughter, Michele 

Walker Burrows 

and a grandson, Caiden Walker Burrows 

both of Sandston, VA. He is also survived 

by a brother, Glenn Martin (Kathy), a 

sister, Joan Martin Briggs (Daniel). Earl 

retired from the United States Army, were 

he enjoyed flying helicopters, in later years 

his enjoyment was sitting on the porch 

talking with family and friends. The family 

will receive friends on Monday, November 

1, 2021 from 2:00 to 4:00 and 6:00 to 8:00 

pm, at the Aylett Chapel of the B. W. 

White Funeral Home 7837 Richmond 

Tappahannock Hwy. Funeral services will 

be held on Tuesday, November 2, 2021 at 

Beulah Baptist Church 4805 W River Rd, 

Aylett, VA.  Interment will follow in the 

Walker Family Cemetery 

 

 

 

 

TOPAZIO  

Hildegarde Rosebud 

Topazio went to be 

with her ancestors on 

October 11, 2021 at 

the age of 92. She is 

survived by her 

Loving Daughter & 

Son, Grandchildren 

a n d  G r e a t 

G r a n d c h i l d r e n . 

Teaching was her 

Joy! Art was her passion  and learning All 

she could about it.  She was Proud of her 

Pamunkey Heritage. Always Loving and 

Kind in All she did in Life. A graveside 

Memorial will be held in the Spring of 

2022 at St Pauls Episcopal Church. 

 

SOUTH 

Judy L. South, 53, 

of West Point died 

October 25, 2021. 

She worked 31 

years at Citizens 

and Farmerôs Bank 

and during that time 

e a r n e d  h e r 

undergraduate and 

masterôs degrees at 

ODU. In recent years, Judy was a teacher 

at King & Queen Elementary School and 

was selected as their 2020 Teacher of the 

Year. She loved her family, her students, 

and greatly enjoyed singing in church. 

Judy was preceded in death by her father-

in-law, Russell South; and her 

grandparents, Monroe and Mildred Hall, 

and Freeman and Ruth Lowney. Judy is 

survived by her husband of 28 years, Rex 

South; her children, Jordan and Cameron 

South; parents, Betty and Michael 

Lowney; a brother, Michael Lowney 

(Angie); mother-in-law, Mildred South; a 

special nephew, Devon Lowney; and many 

other family members and friends. The 

family will receive friends   

 

HARRIS 

Harris, Larry Howard, Sr., of King 

William, VA.,  passed peacefully on 

Sunday, October 24, 2021. A viewing will 

be held on Monday, November 1, 2021 

from 2:00 to 8:00 pm at the B. W. White 

Funeral Home Aylett Chapel 7837 

Richmond Tappahannock Hwy Aylett 

Virginia 23009. A graveside service will 

be held 1:00 pm Tuesday, November 2, 

2021 at the Third Union Baptist Church 

Cemetery 452 Walkerton Rd, King 

William, VA 23086. Please, in lieu of 

flowers, the family request that 

contributions be made to American 

Diabetes Foundation. www.diabetes.org 

Obituaries, continued 

In Loving Memory of 

Gary Pickett Upshaw 

1/19/1976 to 11/01/2007 

 

Years come and go and now itôs been 

fourteen. 

Not a day goes by that we donôt think of 

you. 

Missing you ï your smile, your laughter, 

your energy - 

And wishing we could have you for one 

more day. 

 

The thought that makes us smile 

Even as the tears fall down 

Is that you will always live on 

In each of us and in everything we do. 

 

Thereôs a wound here in our hearts 

They say will heal in time. 

Grandma joined you in heaven this year, 

So give her a ñBig Hugò for us ï until we 

meet again! 

    

   

Love Always, 

Your Family 

Loving Memory 


