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Paul & Jenny Cox Maloney owners of Wind Haven Farm               

Flower Farm Comes to King William 

The Senior Class of 

KWHS 2021 looking 

forward to Graduation!  

KWHS Seniors receiving tickets for their 

traditional graduation. 

Photo by Kami Newbill  

By Lynne Uzel 

    Much excitement is in the air at 

KWHS as the Senior Class prepares for 

their graduation. This year, the ceremony 

will take place outside at Meadow Event 

Park as opposed to the individual 

ceremonies that were held last year. In 

2020, only one senior could enter the 

KWHS gymnasium at a time, along with 

a limited number of family and friends. 

  Seniors are looking forward to the 

return of some other traditions such as 

the prom and the ñGraduate Walkò.  This 

will be an opportunity for them to wear 

their cap and gown and visit Cool 

Spring, Acquinton and Hamilton-

Holmes as the younger students cheer 

them on.  The seniors will be able to 

travel down memory lane as they get to 

see their former schools and former 

teachers once again.    

 

Please see SENIOR CLASS, continued 

on page 19. 

Aylett Family Wellness Celebrates Grand Opening  

By Florence Cooke, Photos by Gene Campbell 

  Aylett Family Wellness Center, an Upper Mattaponi Indian Tribe Health System facility, celebrated its grand opening and ribbon 

cutting ceremony on Friday, May 21st.                                                 Please see HEALTH , continued on page 15. 

L-R Joey Adams, Al Tupponce, Ken Adams,  Sen. Tim Kaine, Tom Tupponce, Rep. Rob Wittman, Frank Adams, Del. Scott Wyatt, 

Morgan Faulkner, Steve Tupponce, Lenny Adams  

Story by Florence Cooke 

Photos by Jenny Maloney and Amaris 

Sachs- East Coast Photography  
 

  Jenny and Paul Maloney married in 2010 

and settled in Topping, Virginia, where 

they started their first flower farm in their 

front yard.  In 2020 after many years of 

planning the young couple started to move 

their cut flower farm, named Wind Haven 

Farm, to King William where Jennyôs 

parents, Jerry and Kitty Cox, own land.   

Paulôs family owns Dayspring Farm, in 

King and Queen that sells vegetables and 

used to sell flowers.  
 

Please see FLOWER FARM , continued 

on page 10. 
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Send in check or money order 

today for only $30.00 a year! 
 

 

Name 

______________________________ 

Address 

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________ 

Phone:________________________ 

 

E-mail:  

________________________ 
 

 

Make check or money orders payable to: 
 

Country Courier 
P.O. BOX 160 

St. Stephens Church, VA 23148 
 

Call us today: 

(804) 769-0259 

The Country Courier welcomes letters 

from our readers, which will be published 

with the writerôs signature and county of 

residence. We accept calendar items at no 

charge for 50 words or less. The Country 

Courier reserves the right to edit letters 

and calendar items and print when space is 

available. 
 

Serving King William and  

King & Queen Counties  

Since 1989  
 

Country Courier 
P.O.  Box 160 

St. Stephens Church, VA 23148 

Hours: 10AM-2PM M-F 

769-0259   ǒ   Fax 769-0953 

Email: 

office@countrycouriernews.com  

Web: countrycouriernews.com  
 

Physical Address: 

Twin Rivers Building 

5833 Richmond-Tappahannock Hwy. 

Suite 107 B  

Aylett, VA. 23009 
 

STAFF 
Danny Clark, Publisher 

Julie Clark Minor, Editor 

Gail Clark, Office Manager 

Armistead Saffer, Technical-Consultant 

Ryan Lumpkin, Distribution Manager 

Gene Campbell, Lynne Uzell, Amanda 

Walker Contributing Writers 

  Donôt Miss Another Issue! 
 

If you are not receiving 

t h e  C o u n t r y 

Courier and you 

live outside the 

community, you can 

subscribe for an Annual 

Rate of $30.00 (includes 

postage) and keep up with the latest 

news from King William and King 

and Queen counties.   

Publisherôs Message 
 

 Bennett Funeral Home was established in 1897 to serve the needs of 

Richmond families.  Since then, this locally owned and operated business has 

continued to serve the community with its unique combination of caring and 

convenience. 

 This tradition of excellence  can be seen in the four beautiful chapels 

located throughout the Richmond area: centrally located on Cutshaw Avenue in 

the city, on Broad Street Road past Innsbrook,  serving the Hanover-

Mechanicsville area on Lee-Davis Road and Chesterfield Chapel on Ashbrook 

Pkwy. in Chesterfield. All four facilities are under the personal direction of 

Charles D. Morehead, President. 

 In a time of need, you can turn to Bennett Funeral Home with trust and 

confidence.  It serves families of all faiths with personal service, before, during, 

and after.  There is a long tradition of professionalism and caring. 

 One way in which Bennett cares for families, is by offering a convenient 

and personalized pre-need program.  Through this program pre-need planning, you 

can spare your loved ones the burden of making decisions at an emotional time.  

Call Bennett Funeral Home at 746-8665 to schedule a pre-planning consultation.

BENNETT funeral home 

Caring Since 1897 

A 123 Year  

Tradition of Caring  

8014 Lee Davis Road, Mechanicsville 7̔46-8665 

  With a combined 100 years of service, 

Carrie Washington and Gertie Pitts are 

retiring from their careers as school bus 

drivers for King William County Public 

Schools. Pitts started as a part-time driver 

in 1970 and drove for two years before 

going full-time for 49 years.  Washington 

started to drive in 1966 and drove full-

time for 55 years. She stated, ñMy goal 

was to drive until I was 80, and I made it!ò 

  When asked what had changed the most 

over the past five decades, Pitts said, 

ñMany aspects have changed including 

renaming the roads from numbers to 

names, intensifying the training, and 

improving bus technology including 

cameras on each bus which have been a 

huge help.ò  

  Discipline can sometimes be a challenge, but 

not for these two ladies. They both had their 

specific methods to ensure every studentôs 

safety. Washington said, ñAll I had to do was 

look at them in my mirror and say, óI know 

your dad and mom.ôò  Pitts said, ñIt took 

perseverance, patience, and letting students 

know I was the captain of the ship. Students 

knew I cared for them; one student told me, 

óItôs good to have a bus driver who cares for 

us.ôò 

  Both ladies agreed that this would be a good 

job for mothers who want to be home with 

their children during the summer. It is a job 

that allows for that kind of flexibility. 

  When asked how they will handle not having 

to get up so early to start their bus route, Pitts 

said ñI look forward to staying in my PJôs. I 

told my sister recently that Iôm ópracticingô. 

When she asked what I was practicing for, I 

told her retirement; Iôm sitting with my feet 

up.ôò 

  Several other KWCPS employees are also 

retiring this year after decades of dedicated 

service. They are Ms. Benitez, 21 years; Ms. 

Hall, 20 years, Mr. Harris, 16 years; Mr. 

Winstead, 14 years, and Ms. Abramson 10 

years. 

  The King William community, especially the 

parents of school-aged children, thank each of 

the retirees for their dedicated service to the 

county and wish you all the best during your 

retirement.  

Carrie Washington & Gertie Pitts retire after 100+ 

Years of Service! 

KWCPS Retirees Equal over 100 Years  

of Dedication 

  Next Monday May 31st is Memorial day. While we are celebrating with 

family and friends, enjoying the beach, or maybe a gathering for a cookout, 

please take a moment to honor the men and women who died while serving in 

the U.S. Military. This is the true reason for this special day. I hope everyone 

will have a safe and blessed Memorial day weekend. 

Until next time... 
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Equine Talk Sponsored by: 

T-Town Tack  

Superintendent Dr. David White, Assistant Superintendent Mrs. Stacy Johnson, First Lady 

Northam, Secretary of Education Mr. Atif Qarni & Corey M. McConville.  

VA First Lady Northam Visits  

King William High School 

Contributed by KWHS  

 The First Lady of Virginia, Mrs. 

Northam, Secretary Qarni, and Deputy 

Secretary Burcher visited King William 

High School on Tuesday, May 4, 2021. 

The purpose of their visit was to recognize 

teachers during Teacher Appreciation 

Week as they continue working hard to 

provide in-person learning options to 

students.  

    KWHS principal McConville stated, 

"We are very proud of all that KWHS 

teachers and staff have done this year to 

open our school to students starting in 

September. KWHS has a lot to be proud 

of with how we have all rallied behind our 

students! It was great to have the First 

Lady, Secretary Qarni, and Deputy 

Secretary Burcher visit KWHS. This does 

not always happen for a school our size. 

Congratulations to everyone involved with 

KWHS and our KW Community!"  

 
Please see NORTHAM, on page 8. 

Horsemanship  

Terms 
 

By Allen Brintley and ñPipò 

 

  Iôve been thinking about some 

horsemanship words lately that donôt 

make much sense to me. Iôm not sure 

who came up with them. The first is a 

ñcrupperò. That sounds like a chest 

cold, not something you put around a 

horses tail to keep the saddle from 

sliding forward. Maybe the better 

word for it would be a wedgie because 

that is what it does to the horse if your 

saddle moves. How would that sound 

if someone said ñHey you better put 

that wedgie on your horse before you 

go riding in the mountainsò. 

  How about the word ñbritchinò? Is 

that like a half a pair of pants or 

britches? This thing is a strap just a 

few inches wide that goes from the 

saddle around the back of the horses 

butt and keeps the saddle from moving 

forward. You hear people say to put a 

britchin on your animal before you go 

into rough country. I thought maybe it 

was to protect their legs from briars 

and such. 

  I remember the first time that I heard 

the word ñsaddle hornò. I thought that 

was a pretty good idea for trail riding 

when you wanted to pass someone 

you could just hit it and they would 

know to move over because they donôt 

have any rear view mirrors to see 

whoôs behind them. But no matter 

how hard you slap on that thing it 

doesnôt make any noise. It just sticks 

up on the front of your saddle for you 

to tie things to. 

  Thereôs a place at the top of the tail 

that they call a ñdockò. To me that 

means a loading zone or something. 

Like the guys at the warehouses tell 

you to go pull up to the dock and they 

will get you loaded up. But on my 

animal, itôs the dock where they 

unload everything. Maybe it should be 

called the undock instead. 

 

  Iôd like to hear from you so email me 

at Allen@TwinRiversRealty.com or 

call 690-7870. See you on the trails. 
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Call Us Today: 804-357-4940 
DS Mitchell Electric, Inc.ð11860 W. River Rd #D, Aylett, Virginia 23009 

Website: dsmelectricinc.com        Email: dsmitchellelectric@gmail.com 

Generator Sales & Installation:  
DS Mitchell Electric can provide a Turn Key Generator Installation, 
and we will work with your local gas company. Contact us for a Free 
EstimateðWe will beat any competitorôs quoted price. 

DS Mitchell Electric is your trusted source in Central VA for residential and commercial 
electrical services and products with over 18 years of experience. Our electrical 
contractors provide first class service when you need it and we specialize in everything 
from breaker panel replacement to landscape lighting and of course everything in 
between. We're 100% committed to customer satisfaction in everything we do.  

 Providing Quality Service for over 18 Years 

Locally Owned & Operated 
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Obituary  

NEED PRAYER? 
Itôs certainly the best place to start in these challenging times! 

Please email us at discoverfreedomministries@gmail.com and weôll be happy to pray for you. 

WASHINGTON  

  Darrick Wardell 

Washington of Aylett, 

VA was born on 

February 26, 1971. 

He departed this life 

suddenly on May 14, 

2021. He was the son 

of the late Samuel 

a n d  R u t h 

Washington.  He was 

preceded in death by 

his parents and his brother Darryle 

Washington. Grieving his loss are his wife 

of 25 years, Cavonia Taylor-Washington; 

three daughters, Taylor, Shanya, and Kyla; 

a son, Marcus Washington; grandson, 

Zayn Wimbish; three brothers, Tony 

(Gladys), Ricky (Sheila), and Marvin 

(Cynthia); mother in law, Clara Taylor 

Moore; sisters in law, Andrea Ruffin and 

Jacqueline Nowlin (Clarence);brothers in 

law, Jamelle Moore and Lewis Farmer; 

two aunts, Alice Foster and Gertrude 

Mallory; one uncle, William Foster; 

numerous nieces, nephews, cousins, and 

friends. Darrick was a devoted Dallas 

Cowboys fan!  He will be greatly missed 

by all! The family will receive friends 

from 2:00PM to 4:00PM and 6:00PM to 

8:00PM on Wednesday, May 19th at the 

Aylett Chapel of the B.W. White Funeral 

Home, 7837 Richmond Tappahannock 

Hwy., where a funeral service will be held 

at 2:00PM on Thursday, May 20th. 

Interment will follow at Third Union 

Baptist Church.  

Boating Season is Upon Us 

By Armistead Saffer with contributions 

from the late Ed Gray 

    As the weather breaks and it gets warmer 

our attention and interests turn to the water 

and getting our boats ready for another 

summer of water fun.  We check the engine 

to be sure it runs properly, we wash and 

wax her to look pretty, we kick the tires to 

be sure they are full of air and we gas her 

up.  Many people figure that is all it takes to 
be ready.  They then say letôs go riding or 

fishing and away they go.  PLEASE take 

the time to do more. 

  Look at all the equipment on your boat.  Is 

the anchor line old and frayed? Are your 

flares current? Are the life jackets clean and 

serviceable or are they old and coming 

apart? Do you have enough jackets for 

everyone on board and are they the proper 

size and type for your passengers? Is the 

registration current?  How are your lines? Is 

your fire extinguisher in working order? 

These are just a few of the things that need 

to be done before you launch. 

  For many years Ed Gray would send in his 

boating safety articles to the Country 

Courier. Ed was a member of the US Coast 

Guard Auxiliary and a boating safety 

advocate. Locally he was known as the 

voice of the King William Cavaliers for 25 
years and was a co-founder of the King 

William Little League. Ed passed away last 

year and we will continue to publish 

boating safety articles in his honor. 

  Boating season kicks off with National 

Safe Boating Week which is from May 22nd 

to May 28th. This is followed up with 

Memorial Day Weekend. This year expect 

more boaters than usual on the water. 

  Have you taken the required boating 

safety course? In Virginia, all PWC 

operators age 14 and older and all 

motorboat operators of 10 hp or greater 

regardless of age need to take a boating 

safety course. The course can be taken 

online. 
  Etiquette at the boat ramp will also make 

the outing more enjoyable.  Here are some 

tips. Get your boat prepped and loaded out 

of the way in a staging area before you 

launch. Launch quickly and efficiently. As 

soon as the boat is off the trailer, pull out of 

the way and park in a designated area. 

When reloading your boat, stay out of the 

launch area if possible until your trailer is 

in place. You can also drop someone at the 

dock that can back your trailer in for you. 

Load the boat quickly on the trailer, secure 

it, then pull out of the way and finish 

unloading the boat.  

  Ed said in one of his articles, ñThe easiest 

thing you can do to be safer on the water is 

to wear a life jacket.  We all think we can 

swim better than we really can.  The 

question is could you swim if you fell and 

were injured or hit your head as you went 
over.  Life jackets are no longer the bulky 

items they once were.  The new inflatable 

life jackets are comfortable and fashionable 

and they just may save your life.ò 

  So go out and have fun, be safe and enjoy 

another season of boating.   

In 2017 Travis Moskalski, Chairman of the King William County Board of Supervisors, presents Ed Gray 

with a Proclamation recognizing National Safe Boating Week.  
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  Lettice Lee Chapter Colonial Dames 

XVII Century celebrated the 70th 

Anniversary of the Society in Virginia and 

the installation of our new chapter officers 

on May 6 at the Rivah Vineyards in 

Kinsale. Our guest of honor was Faye 

Walton Sobel, Curator General and 

Honorary Virginia State President. Mrs, 

Sobel installed the chapterôs 2021-2023 

officers from left: Madeline Withers, 

Librarian; Anita Tadlock, Historian; 

Ginevra Wolfinger, Chaplain; Barbara 

Sethmann, Treasurer; Kathy Schultz, 

Registrar; Patricia Given, Recording 

Secretary; Second Vice President, 

Elizabeth Headley; First Vice President, 

Anne Jackson; President, Patricia Haile 

and Curator General, Faye Sobel.  

Lettice Lee Chapter Colonial Dames  

70
th

 Anniversary  

 

"There is nothing nobler than risking your life for your country." 

ï Nick Lampson 
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Contributed by Donna Corleone 

First Grade Teacher 

 

  King and Queen Elementary School 

would like to congratulate Mrs. Judy 

South, kindergarten teacher, for being 

selected as Teacher of the Year for the 

school and the division. This is a very 

prestigious honor, please help us by 

celebrating and congratulating her on a job 

well-done!  

  We are very fortunate to have a teacher 

like Mrs. South. She is very 

knowledgeable, passionate and cares 

about teaching. She always meets the high 

standards of education that we have in 

King and Queen County and The 

Commonwealth of Virginia. 

  Meena Srinivasan once said, ñThe love 

and joy behind your teaching is perhaps 

the strongest impression you will leave 

with your students.ò  

  Again, congratulations and thank you to 

Mrs. South for all of her hard work in 

educating the students at KQES.  

 

King and Queen Elementary Teacher of the Year  

  It is also important to note that all four of 

King William County Public Schools have 

been open to students since September. In 

March of this year, KWCPS transitioned 

from the hybrid model to having students 

in-person four days a week. Students and 

families did have the option to learn 

virtually this year as well. KWCPS 

superintendent Dr. White stated, "It was a 

pleasure to host First Lady Northam, 

Secretary Qarni, and Deputy Secretary 

Burcher and to have them acknowledge 

the work that the teachers and staff of 

KWCPS have done to ensure that learning 

has taken place in our community 

throughout the pandemic.   

  I am so proud of everyone who works for 

this amazing organization and the 

sacrifices they have made in service to our County." KWCPS staff members have gone 

above and beyond to make this year as successful as possible. The students and parents 

of King William have done a great job in partnering with the schools. As a community, 

King William has a lot to be proud of, Go Cavs!  

First Lady Northam, Teacher Howard Hill, 

and Corey McConville  

Northam, continued from page 4 

Northam in the middle with students and staff at King William high school 



W e d n e s d a y ,  M a y  2 6 ,  2 0 2 1             T h e  C o u n t r y  C o u r i e r                                            p a g e  9  

 



W e d n e s d a y ,  M a y  2 6 ,  2 0 2 1             T h e  C o u n t r y  C o u r i e r                                            p a g e  1 0  

 

  The CornerStone Free Health Clinic will 

continue to administer vaccines, first and 

second dose. Dates of upcoming community 

events are as follows. 

Friday, May 28, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Saturday, June 12, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Friday, June 25, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

  664 Moderna doses have been administered 

since the first clinic in March. Pfizer vaccines 

will be made available at the clinic to all those 

above 12 years of age under the continued 

guidance of Dr. Richard Williams at Three 

Rivers Health District. Please contact the clinic 

a t  8 0 4  7 6 9  2 9 9 6  o r 

email: theccdc@gmail.com if  you would like 

to be vaccinated.  

  We are thankful to clinic nurses namely, Irene 

Hollins, Linda Atkinson, Susan Norman, 

Jessica Donaldson and Hannah Crews who 

have rostered themselves to cover most of 

these clinics. Connie Lovelace, Robert Hill and 

students from VCU and South University have 

stepped in to provide much needed help at 

vaccine clinics. None of this could happen 

without Dr. A.W. Lewis who is present at 

every clinic, administering and instructing 

individuals. A big thank you to members of the 

community for patiently awaiting their turn. 

Most of all we thank God for the provision of 

protection.  

Covid Vaccine Clinics 

Our youngest volunteer, Adalae who watched her mother Jessica administer a dose to 

grandma.  

By Florence Cooke 

Picture by Erin Moskalski  
 

  Travis Moskalski, King William County 

2nd district Supervisor, was the guest 

speaker for the Mattaponi Crime Solvers 

May 2021 meeting on Wednesday night, 

May 12th, held at the King William 

Ruritan Building. 

  Moskalski talked about the challenges of 

the past year. Personnel turnover in the 

retirement of the Treasurer, Commissioner 

of Revenue, and County Administrator 

was a major challenge.  

  Of the good things that happened, he 

talked about the new All Points 

Broadband made up of a partnership of 

Dominion Energy that has been approved 

by the county. The system will start in 

West Point and come up Route 30 to 

Horse Landing Road at King William 

Court House and expand to the Mattaponi 

and Pamunkey Rivers. The startup date 

will be within six to seven months. 

  The budget has been fully funded for 

2022 with the addition of six new officers 

in the Sheriffôs Department; King William 

school personnel will get a 5% pay raise 

across the board; under the Capital Plan 

three new cars will be added on a 

replacement system; the Safer Grant has 

been applied for to help EMS/fire 

personnel, and a water tower is planned 

for the Central Garage area. The 

reassessment rates for 2020 were not 

changed because the results of the 

reassessments were not accepted by the 

board. 

Moskalski Guest Speaker at Mattaponi 

Crime Solvers 

From Left to Right - Joe Fijol, Crime Solvers Chairman;  Travis Moskalski, County 

Supervisor;  Captain Mike Hamm of King William Sheriff's Dept; and Tim Sawyer, 

Chief of Police for West Point Police Dept.  

"It is foolish and wrong to mourn the men who died. 
Rather we should thank God such men lived." 

ï George S. Patton 

mailto:theccdc@gmail.com
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Pandemic status:  The US continues to 

improve 

  Case numbers across the United States 

have improved; the current case rate in the 

US is about 27,000/day 7 day rolling 

average.  Only a few states are reporting 

increasing case rates. 

  Virginia continues to improve as well, 

our new case rate is about 400/day 7 day 

average. 

  Three Rivers is stable at very low new 

case rates; our new case rate is averaging 

less than 10 cases/day. 

Across Virginia, about 53% of the 

population has received at least one dose 

of the vaccine.   In Three Rivers, about 

56% of our population over age 18 has 

received at least one dose.  Over 80% of 

our Three Rivers residents aged 65+ have 

received at least one dose. 

  Vaccination Program Update:  Everyone 

age 12 and older is now eligible for 

vaccination in Virginia.  The Pfizer 

vaccine was recently authorized for use in 

adolescents age 12-15.  Twelve to 

seventeen year olds must be accompanied 

by a parent or guardian and provide proof 

of age such as a driverôs license or birth 

certificate if seeking vaccination outside 

the school setting.  Pfizer vaccine is 

available at Walmart, Walgreens, and Rite 

Aid pharmacies, and through local Three 

Rivers Health District health departments.  

Please visit vaccinate.virginia.gov or call 

1-877-VAX -IN-VA to find vaccination 

opportunities. 

  Virginia transitioned to phase 2 on April 

18.  For details of vaccination phases, 

please visit this website:  https://

www.vdh.virginia.gov/covid-19-vaccine/

#phase1b 

  Vaccination appointments are available 

through many sources to anyone who is 

eligible and desires one.  Pharmacies, free 

clinics, Federally Qualified Health 

Clinics, medical practices, health care 

systems, and the Three Rivers Health 

District continue to offer vaccination 

appointments. 

  We have established EMS/Health 

Department collaborative vaccination 

clinics in local jurisdictions.  This week 

there will be clinics in Essex, 

Westmoreland, Middlesex, Gloucester, 

and King and Queen Counties, at either 

the health department or EMS facilities.  

Jurisdictional vaccination data can be 

r e v i e w e d  h e r e :  h t t p s : / /

www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/covid-

19-vaccine-summary/ 

  The Federal Retail Pharmacy Partnership 

phase 2 is proceeding in Virginia.  

Walmart, Rite Aid, Walgreens, CVS, 

Kroger, Main Street, Mathews, White 

Stone and Tappahannock pharmacies in or 

near Three Rivers are delivering 

vaccinations through the federal retail 

partnership.  Appointments for many of 

these vaccination opportunities are 

available through vaccinate.virginia.gov. 

Phase 2 progression 

  People eligible for COVID 19 

vaccination seeking a vaccination 

appointment can contact their health care 

providers for initial consultation. 

  Preregistration is no longer available for 

v a c c i n a t i o n  a p p o i n t m e n t s  a t 

vaccinate.virginia.gov.  Anyone wishing 

v a c c i n a t i o n  s h o u l d  v i s i t 

vaccinate.virginia.gov; a link to Vaccine 

Finder is on the website, and everyone is 

able to search for vaccination clinics near 

them.  People can also call 1-877-VAX -IN

-VA to get help finding an appointment 

and registering for one.  The call center 

will prioritize all people eligible in phase 

1 and refer them to the districts for 

appointments as soon as possible.  The 

call center is open from 8AM ï 6PM, 

Monday - Saturday to answer questions 

and offer appointment assistance.  

Appointments are available online through 

vaccinate.virginia.gov 24/7. 

  Virginia is placing a great deal of 

emphasis on equitable distribution of the 

vaccine, and is working to help reach all 

communities, especially those with 

vulnerable populations, to promote 

vaccine acceptance. 

  Vaccine hesitancy and refusal is a great 

challenge; getting to 75% population 

vaccination levels, which is necessary to 

ensure herd immunity, will be very 

difficult, but we are gaining each day. 

By Amanda Walker 

  King William Board of Supervisors held 

a Special Called Joint Meeting with the 

King William County Public School 

Board on Tuesday, May 11th. Brian Burns 

of Dixon Hughes Goodman LLP presented 

findings from a financial consultation 

aimed at looking into fund transfers from 

the Treasurerôs office to the school system 

from 2015 through 2020. The firm 

compared fund allocations to what the 

school system received and reviewed the 

processes in place for handling funds as 

well as reconciling the accounts. 

$76,048,158 was transferred to the schools 

over the timeframe, $31,640 less than 

what had been allocated. Despite nearly 

evening out over the five-year period, 

there were years the transfers exceeded the 

allocated funding. According to Burns, 

they did not find any evidence of fraud or 

malfeasance but found a lack of 

preventative controls in place. Concerns 

included lack of documentation, the use of 

wire transfers, handwritten versus 

electronic notes, and insufficient 

communication between the Treasurerôs 

Office, School Board, and county offices. 

Recommendations made by the firm 

included more frequent communication 

between the offices internally and with 

each other, establishing well outlined and 

documented processes, enhanced 

documentation, segregation of duties, 

consolidating down to one bank, and funds 

being deposited directly into the school 

systemôs account instead of being 

transferred from the county account. 

Burns no ted  some o f  these 

recommendations had already been put 

into place over the last six months or so. 

The board was overall pleased with the 

results but established they will need to 

determine where the funds came from 

during the years allocations were 

exceeded. With the split levy system, 

revenue sources earmarked for the entire 

county which includes the town of West 

Point, cannot be appropriated to the King 

William County Public School system. 

The Chairmen of the boards agreed to 

working towards better and more frequent 

communication and implementing the 

firmôs recommendations. Finance Director 

Natasha Joranlien has begun reporting to 

the BoS monthly, the year-to-date funds 

transferred, and remaining allocated funds. 

  Interim County Administrator, Steve 

Hudgins solicited input from the board for 

a request received to purchase tax map 

parcel 26-45A from the county or to 

obtain a deeded right-of-way. The 

property located on Landing Road is the 

only public access location on that area of 

the Pamunkey River and needs 

improvements for easier river access. The 

board encouraged Hudgins to work with 

the requester, owner of neighboring parcel 

26-44, on a right-of-way agreement. Per 

Supervisor Ed Moren, Don Wagner of the 

Planning Commission emailed suggesting 

negotiating some of the needed 

improvements to the right-of-way 

agreement. Hudgins met with the 

Department of Wildlife Resources and the 

Department of Conservation and 

Recreation last year to see if they might 

assist with improvements to the site but 

the organizations wanted the property to 

have a partner site for put in and take out 

locations. Supervisor Stuart Garber 

mentioned somewhere in the vicinity of 

King William Sand and Gravel would 

make an ideal partner site if a landowner 

in the area were agreeable to it. Chairman 

Travis Moskalski suggested that Hudgins 

also speak with the Middle Peninsula 

Chesapeake Bay Public Access Authority 

to see if they may have interest in 

improving the parcel as a river access site. 

 

  You can view King William BoS meetings 

on YouTube, just search for óKing William 

Countyò. For upcoming meetings visit the 

countyôs website: kingwilliamcounty.us for 

meeting dates and Zoom meeting IDs and 

passcodes. 

May 11th Special Called BoS and King William County Public 

School Board Meeting 

Landing Road tax map parcel 26-45A 

Three Rivers Pandemic Update 5/23/2021 

https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/covid-19-vaccine/#phase1b
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/covid-19-vaccine/#phase1b
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/covid-19-vaccine/#phase1b
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/covid-19-vaccine-summary/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/covid-19-vaccine-summary/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/covid-19-vaccine-summary/
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Jenny was an employee there and sold 

flowers to a florist, farmerôs markets, and 

through Dayspring Farmôs CSA Program 

(customers purchase a subscription, and in 

return, receive a bag of vegetables weekly, 

and can add on a bouquet of flowers to 

pick up with their share.) When Paulôs 

parents wanted to focus just on the 

vegetables, Paul and Jenny started growing 

flowers in their front yard.  Jenny says, ñA 

few years ago, I had the idea to start a 

flower farm after discovering what makes 

me happy in life:  beauty, creativity, and 

community.ò 

  Jenny and Paul moved two high tunnels 

from their previous location that were built 

using grants from the Natural Resources 

and Conservation Service. They received 

another grant last year from the NRCS to 

build a third tunnel here at the new farm in 

King William.  They also moved two 

smaller tunnels and built a new starter 

greenhouse.   

  High tunnels differ from greenhouses. 

They are not heated, except with solar gain 

from the sun, and the crops are planted 

directly in the ground. Tunnels are 

especially useful to grow flowers in the 

colder seasons to extend the harvest in the 

spring, fall, and winter. 

  From January through September the 

Maloneys plant about 4,000 to 8,000 seeds 

weekly in their starter greenhouses, which 

are later transplanted into the fields. 

Growing this volume of flowers requires a 

team. Jenny states, ñWe have a great crew 

this year. We have a five to eight member 

team depending on the time of the year. 

Two members start working in January, 

and there are as many as eight when it 

comes time to cut flowers in the peak 

summer season. Sometimes, we make as 

many as 250 to 300 bouquets a week for 

grocers and our Bouquet Share Program, 

and then we make wholesale order 

deliveries to local florists, grocers, and 

businesses throughout Richmond, the 

Middle Peninsula, and the Northern Neck 

weekly.ñ 

  Jenny is the delivery driver, marketing 

manager, flower designer, overall farm 

planner, and client communicator. Paul is 

the Jack of all trades and makes it happen 

guy ï soil specialist, farm mechanic, soil 

inspector, machine operator, irrigation 

installer, farm tool inventor, and he also 

helps manage the team of employees.  

  Paul and Jenny explain, ñWe have made 

the choice that we want to continue to be a 

part of locally owned CSAs, grocers, and 

florist operations. Those are the people 

who are making a huge difference in 

awareness in our food, flowers, and 

agriculture, as well as spreading beauty 

and creativity into our lives and we want to 

support them as much as possible.ò 

  ñWe practice being good stewards of the 

land by growing our flowers sustainably, 

using organic methods such as crop 

rotation, compost, compost tea, worm 

castings, organic fertilizers, and only 

organically approved pesticides, when 

absolutely necessary. Healthy soil grows 

healthy plants and happy flowers that can 

resist pests, and diseases better, while not 

permanently harming the land we depend 

on and want to preserve.ò 

  Jenny says, ñThe story of our farm life 

and Wind Haven Farm was born with Paul 

and me.  The rest has evolved and 

followed, but neither one of us would be 

where we are today without each other. 

We are so incredibly grateful to have one 

another. The rest is a beautiful bonus that 

we get to cultivate and share with others.ò 

Yellow Yarrow with the barn behind  

Flower Farm, continued from front page 

Itch Peony  

Paul with an armload of White Lisi 
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 Contributed by K&Q Public Schools (KQCPS) 

School Lunch Hero Day on May 7 - Between 

preparing healthy meals for our students, adhering 

to strict nutrition standards, and offering service 

with a smile, KQCPS school nutrition staff are 

true heroes. 

  We appreciate the hard work and dedication 

from the school nutrition staff. They approached 

this school year head on and persevered through 

the changes and challenges of feeding our 

students during the pandemic.  

  The school nutrition staff truly embraced our 

mission of ONE TEAM, ONE MISSION!  We are 

grateful and appreciative of the great staff that is 

part of our KQCPS team.  

  NOT ALL SUPERHEROS WEAR CAPES, 

SOME WEAR APRONS! 

School Lunch Hero's Day May 7th 
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CORRECTION 

Arria signed a National Letter of Intent for a four -year Division 1 golf scholarship 

at The Citadel,  Her Army ROTC Scholarship is a three-year scholarship which 

begins after her freshman year. 

  Master Naturalists is in the process of 

training Cohort 2 of future members. The 

training consists of both in class 

instruction (this year via Zoom) and 

outdoor field training sessions.  On April 

24 the Cohort met with instructors and 

mentors at the Ware River Yacht Club for 

training in Shoreline Restoration, Coastal 

Ecology, and Water Quality Testing. 

Cohort members had hands on work with 

gathering and identifying marine species 

in the underwater grasses near the 

shoreline, detailed instruction on tidal 

marshes and the environmental services 

they perform, and had live demonstrations 

of water quality testing. Instructors were 

Karen Duhring and Susan Crockett of the 

Middle Peninsula Chapter and Kevin 

Howe from the Northern Neck Chapter. 

The spectacular setting of the Yacht Club 

including its shoreline with underwater 

grasses, a beautiful marsh, a variety of 

shoreline protection systems, and the pier 

made it an outstanding venue for the 

training. 
 

Questions, contact: 

Doug Dwoyer  -  Certified Virginia 

Master Naturalist 

Basic Training Committee Chair  -  

Middle Peninsula Chapter, Virginia 

Master Naturalists  -  ddwoyer@cox.net  -  

doug.dwoyer@icloud.com    (804)694-

7541 

Front Row left to right; Deb Bartok-Newton, Carol Hopper-Brill, Tara Hart, Sharon 

Harris, Julie Kelly, Kathy Gierlak, Carolyn Evans, Luann Johnson, Rebecca Reed 

Second Row left to right; JJ Orth, Bob Diaz, Terry Skinner, Mike Binder, Pat Anderson, 

Andy Brown, Dan Schlangen 

Master Naturalists Conduct New Member Training  

at Ware River Yacht Club 

By Gene Campbell 

 

  In their last home game of the season the 

King William High School Varsity Soccer 

team defeated the visiting West Point 

Pointers 6 ï 1. After falling behind 1 ï 0 

late in the first half, it was all King 

William in the second half as they wore 

down the Pointers. Cavalier Hunter 

Johnston scored five goals down the 

stretch and Tyler Trimmer scored the 

other goal to notch the third win of the 

season for the Cavaliers. The Cavs 

traveled to Mathews on May 17th and 

came away with a 3 ï 3 tie in a hard-

fought contest. The last game of the 

season for the Cavs was played Monday 

night at Middlesex as the Cavs took on the 

hard-charging Chargers, the only team that 

has beaten them this season.  

  Congratulations on a great season! GO 

CAVS!! 

Johnston Scores Five Goals As Cavaliers Roll 

Past West Point  

Cavs Hunter Johnston kicks one of his five goals  

  "Maverick" is a handsome NEUTERED male 

Shepherd mix that's about 6-7 years old and 

weighs 70lbs. He was surrendered to the Shelter 

because his owner could no longer care for him. 

He is a calm guy that loves to go for walks and 

does perfect on the leash. Maverick is 

housebroken, gets along fine with other calm 

dogs, and doesn't bother cats. He would do best in 

a home with a fenced yard and no small children. 

Phone: 804-769-4983 

animalshelter@kingwilliamcounty.us 

20201 King William Rd. (Rt. 30) King William 

VA 23086 

Pet Adoption 

Cavaliers greet their fans after the game 
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A large crowd made up of the community, 

government officials, and health officials 

came together to celebrate this new health 

facility. 

  Reggie Tupponce, the Tr ibal 

Administrator, opened the celebration by 

welcoming everyone. Everyone agreed 

with Mr. Tupponce that this day was a 

ñMOMENTUS OCCASIONò. Chief 

Emeritus Ken Adams had the invocation, 

followed by the blessing of the building by 

Assistant Chief Tommy Tupponce who 

spread burning sage around the doors of 

the building to cleanse and purify the 

building. Conner Tupponce performed an 

honor song. The beating of the drum 

proudly offers thanks and praise to the 

Creator. 

  Chief W. Frank Adams stated, ñJust over 

a year ago, we, the Upper Mattaponi, 

recognized the great need to bring back a 

local health care clinic. As the pandemic 

unfolded, we resolved to provide top 

quality, convenient health services, 

including the areaôs only pharmacy and 

lab.  

  Looking at the image created to represent 

this clinic, you will see elements central to 

our heritage: the family unit and the river. 

The Mattaponi River has been ï and 

continues to be ï the lifeblood of many 

traditions we practice in our stewardship of 

this great land.ò 

  Lance Johnson, Upper Mattaponi Health 

Director, talked about the medical facility's 

future, possibly expanding the service 

offerings in the future to include 

specialties and mobile-medicine services. 

  Guest speakers were Senator Tim Kaine 

who stated he started thinking about the 

Indian heritage and the need for the Upper 

Mattaponi to gain federal recognition back 

in 1991. He is very proud that the Upper 

Mattaponi became officially recognized by 

the Commonwealth of Virginia on March 

25th, 1983, and federal recognition in 

2018. 

  U. S. Representative Rob Wittman of the 

First Congressional District stated the 

recognition of the Upper Mattaponi tribe 

was well overdue and federal recognition 

is well deserved. 

  Kelly Thomasson, the Secretary of the 

Commonwealth, represented Governor 

Northam. As the Secretary of the 

Commonwealth, she serves as the liaison 

between the Governor and the state and 

federally recognized Indian Tribes. The 

Governorôs message to the Upper 

Mattaponi tribe is: ñAylett Family 

Wellness provides the opportunity for 

tribal citizens and all members of the 

general public to get the care they need 

close to home. I thank you, Upper 

Mattaponi Indian Tribe, Chief Adams, and 

Indian Health Services for making this 

possible.ò 

  State Delegate Scott Wyatt of Virginiaôs 

97th District, congratulated the tribe for 

the wonderful contribution of providing 

accessible, high-quality health care to all 

ages. 

  Chief Adams stated, ñOur intention is to 

make a positive difference within the 

community we, the Upper Mattaponi, have 

called home for centuries. The founding of 

Aylett Family Wellness is a new chapter in 

our tribeôs long legacy of community 

development. Welcome and thank you for 

joining us on this incredible occasion.ò 

Tommy Tupponce performs cleansing ceremony   Chief Frank Adams addresses the crowd 

Attendees look on as Chief Adams speaks 

Health, continued from front page 
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Dear Editor, 

  It is with great interest that I have been 

following the comments and later hearings 

(probably) on the new budget for King 

William espoused by the BOS. I read about 

optimistic plans to construct a new water 

tower near Central Garage, along with the 

addition of new water mains all the way to 

Aylett, and to the industrial park (i.e., the 

kitty litter plant) the upgrade of existing 

water mains in the area, presumably west 

and east of 360. I read also that the BOS 

alluded to the availability of natural gas as 

an incentive for commercial and residential 

development, presumably to further 

encourage investment in subdivisions and 

commercial activities along the 360 

corridor (something that was not mentioned 

in the last Master Plan some years back). 

All of this along with a wish list of other 

budget line items, vehicles for the sheriffs 

dept, etc, etc. Let me say that I am not 

totally anti-growth in King William, the 

new Food Lion and the shopping center 

(restaurants, ABC store, etc) was made 

possible by the new water tower at Central 

Garage which prior to the water tower was 

impossible (fire codes, etc). All of this new 

infrastructure is to be paid for, by various 

loans/bonds and maybe grants, to be retired 

(paid off) by property taxes. It is likely too 

optimistic to say that the wish list can be 

paid for with the revenue generated by 

these improvements (letôs hope that the 

water service to the subdivisions or 

shopping center provided by the county is 

covered by the user fees). Since the natural 

gas pipeline as it currently exists, does not 

include Central Garage, probably there 

would need to be a proffer by the county 

(in the form of tax exemption) to get the 

line extended to Central Garage. All of this 

was included in the last Master Plan (6 or 7 

or more) years ago. 

  I would like to mention for the sake of 

argument, that every soul in King William 

must now drive, 17 or 22 or 20, miles to the 

nearest drugstoreéwould it be too radical 

of me to suggest that by way of a proffer 

(or some other inducement) that we could 

interest a CVS or Walgreenôs, or Rite Aid, 

to locate hereé since the ONLY 

DRUGSTORE in the county closed awhile 

back! No, perhaps that would be too much, 

when we could ñgrowò the tax base 

instead! 

  It seems that King William has a choice to 

make, become yet another suburb of 

Richmond (alas look what happened to 

Hanover), or maintain what some of us 

came here for in the first place, a rural area, 

with little crime, and where when you walk 

out of the Food Lion at 8pm on a crisp Fall 

day, the only noise you hear comes from 

the cheering crowd at football game at the 

high school. 

 

Sincerely, 

Earl MacFarland 

Dear Editor, 

  During the month of March, Cool Spring 

Primary School and Acquinton Elem. 

School held our One Book Two Schools 

event. All students at AES and CSPS were 

given the same chapter book to read at 

home with their families. The purpose of 

this event is to encourage family literacy 

and to get students engaged in reading. 

Each night, students were assigned a 

chapter to read with their family. They 

were given a bookmark to keep track of 

their nightly reading. To help encourage 

students to complete their reading, Roma 

Ristorante Italiano graciously agreed to 

give each student who returned a 

completed bookmark a FREE Kidsô cheese 

or pepperoni pizza during the month of 

April. We are so thankful to Romaôs of 

King William for their support of our 

students and reading. 

 

Sincerely, 

Joy & Joyce, 

One Book Two 

Schools 

Committees 

Letters to the Editor 

  A local, generous donor created a 

scholarship titled "Sherry's Kids" in 

memory of her mother who was a piano 

teacher. The scholarship is now available 

for private piano lessons for one child 

between the ages of 8-16 who has always 

wanted to take piano lessons but may not 

have had the financial ability. The 

scholarship will pay for a 30 minute 

weekly lesson for an entire year with a 

private instructor who is located in King 

William County.  

  An electronic keyboard will also be 

donated by another generous person if the 

student does not have one to practice on.   

Parents of interested students need to 

email kimberandsteven@gmail.com by 

June 30th for an application. 

Piano  

Scholarship 
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