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  Around 6:00 pm on Tuesday, November 17th, 

Facebook was immediately filled with reports of a 

high-speed chase coming through our area.  In the 

true spirit of 2020 events, the chase involved a truck 

dragging a trailer that had overturned and had 

caught on fire leaving a trail of sparks and small 

fires along the way. One person compared the scene 

to the movie Back to the Future when the DeLorean 

transported Marty McFly to 1955 leaving a trail of 

flames and sparks. The most popular video showed 

the chase passing by while playing ñEast Bound and 

Downò, the theme song to the movie Smokey and 

the Bandit.  

  The chase started in Essex county and continued 

westbound on RT-360 through King & Queen and 

King William and finally ended in Hanover when 

the truck ran out of tires and was riding on the rims 

and could go no farther.   

  According to the Virginia State Police, the 2006 

GMC Envoy crossed over the median and was 

traveling westbound on the eastbound lanes of RT-

360. The trailer broke free just past Pole Green 

Road. The driver, a 48-year-old man from North 

Carolina, was apprehended near Walnut Grove 

Road. The chase covered about 40 miles. Several 

cars and mailboxes were hit along the way, as well 

as a few small fires were started on the roadside. No 

injuries were reported other than the driver, and 

charges are pending.     

Fiery High Speed Chase 

The trailer in flames broke loose from the truck in Hanover county while 

traveling the wrong direction in the Eastbound lane. Photo by Megan Sibley 

By Gene Campbell 

 

  In these times of uncertainty 

and unrest across our nation one 

thing is for sure in King William 

Countyé our law enforcement 

personnel are always there for us 

in time of need.  To show 

appreciation for all they do, 

members of McKendree United 

Methodist Church and several 

friends in the community 

recently gathered large boxes of 

fruit and snacks and presented 

them to the Sheriffôs 

Department.  

  Sheriff Jeff Walton said 

McKendree was the first group 

in the community to honor his 

staff in such a unique way.  The 

next time you see a police officer 

THANK THEM FOR THEIR 

SERVICEé..and that goes for 

military personnel too. 

McKendree United Methodist  

Church Donate Food Items to  

Sheriffôs Department 

McKendree United Methodist Church members (left to right) Suzy Unruh, Libby Hadley, Donna Haynes and Pastor Betty Jo Sims 

(middle back row) present fruits and snacks to Officers Tim Hixenbaugh (far left) and Austin Campbell (far right). 
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Send in check or money order 

today for only $30.00 a year! 
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______________________________ 
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E-mail:  

________________________ 
 

 

Make check or money orders payable to: 
 

Country Courier 
P.O. BOX 160 

St. Stephens Church, VA 23148 
 

Call us today: 

(804) 769-0259 

The Country Courier welcomes letters 

from our readers, which will be published 

with the writerôs signature and county of 

residence. We accept calendar items at no 

charge for 50 words or less. The Country 

Courier reserves the right to edit letters 

and calendar items and print when space is 

available. 
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  Donôt Miss Another Issue! 
 

If you are not receiving 

t h e  C o u n t r y 

Courier and you 

live outside the 

community, you can 

subscribe for an Annual 

Rate of $30.00 (includes 

postage) and keep up with the latest 

news from King William and King 

and Queen counties.   

Publisherôs Message 
 

8014 Lee Davis Road, Mechanicsville 7̔46-8665 

A 122 Year  

Tradition of Caring  

 Bennett Funeral Home was established in 1897 to serve the needs of 

Richmond families.  Since then, this locally owned and operated business has con-

tinued to serve the community with its unique combination of caring and conven-

ience. 

 This tradition of excellence  can be seen in the four beautiful chapels lo-

cated throughout the Richmond area: centrally located on Cutshaw Avenue in the 

city, on Broad Street Road past Innsbrook,  serving the Hanover-Mechanicsville 

area on Lee-Davis Road and Chesterfield Chapel on Ashbrook Pkwy. in Chester-

field. All four facilities are under the personal direction of Charles D. Morehead, 

President. 

 In a time of need, you can turn to Bennett Funeral Home with trust and 

confidence.  It serves families of all faiths with personal service, before, during, 

and after.  There is a long tradition of professionalism and caring. 

 One way in which Bennett cares for families, is by offering a convenient 

and personalized pre-need program.  Through this program pre-need planning, you 

can spare your loved ones the burden of making decisions at an emotional time.  

Call Bennett Funeral Home at 746-8665 to schedule a pre-planning consultation.

BENNETT funeral home 

Caring Since 1897 

Jason Upshaw Does it All 

Story by Florence Cooke  

Picture courtesy Jason Upshaw 
 

  Jason Upshaw is a 38-year-old Walkerton 

resident who helps many Walkerton fami-

lies and the local community with their 

lawn care needs, junk removal, painting, 

auto detail, gravel and dirt delivery, power 

washing, and delivering firewood. 

  When asked about doing an article on this 

young man, he was asked to make some 

notes on himself to save time. He re-

sponded with a well-written summary of 

his life and work history. His summary is 

the history of Jason Upshaw. 

  ñMy parents, Walker and Dora Ann Up-

shaw, always told me that if wanted some-

thing in life, I had to work hard for it. As a 

kid, I liked having my own money, so I 

would get off the bus at a ladyôs house and 

pull weeds, plant flowers, and do other 

household chores in order to get money in 

my pocket. I loved being outside and I 

would get on my dadôs nerves always 

wanting to cut grass and help him paint 

around the house. 

  I learned a lot about cutting trees, driving 

a tractor, and working hard from my 

grandfather, Zander ñHossò 

Weeden. There was never a dull moment 

tagging along behind him. He also gave 

me my first chew of tobacco. 

 

Please see JASON,  continued on page 14. 

  This Thanksgiving may be somewhat different from those in the past, 

but we can still give thanks for the many blessings we have in our lives. 

Reach out to those you love and care about, let them know you are think-

ing of them. From everyone here at the Country Courier have a happy 

and blessed Thanksgiving.  

Take care until next time.  
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Equine Talk Sponsored by: 

T-Town Tack  

  I would like to thank all the kind people 

who helped me out when I got stuck in the 

parking lot at the voting polls. From the 

very helpful people who tried to help me 

push it out to the couple who backed their 

truck up to my car and with the help of 

another gentleman pulled me out. May 

God bless you all. You were certainly a 

true blessing to me. 

 

Wendy Fleming 

Aylett 

Thank You 

MUNDY  

MUNDY, Lois Lipscomb, 90, of Aylett, 

Va., passed away Thursday, October 29, 

2020. She was preceded in death by her 

husband, Floyd T. Mundy of 63 years. She 

is survived by her son and daughter-in-

law, Tommy and Cathy Mundy; two 

grandsons, Larry, Kevin and his wife, 

Jaime Mundy; two great grandsons, 

Nathan and Nicholas Mundy; one sister, 

Grace W. Gammon (Carroll), all of Aylett. 

All services will be private. 

Obituary  

Leave ñPrettyò 

on the Porch 
 

By Allen Brintley and ñPipò 

 

Thatôs what my Grandpa used 

to say about his hunting dogs. 

I guess he meant that he cared 

more about how good they 

were at hunting rather than 

how good they looked while 

doing it. I used to ask him 

about a certain dog and he 

would reply ñThat dog wonôt 

even chase a biscuit!ò Itôs like 

the old saying that good looks 

will only get you so far. 

The same thing could be said 

about horses and mules. A lot 

of old farmers cared more 

about how well an animal 

could pull a plow or wagon 

rather than their looks. We 

donôt use them as much today 

to work because of modern 

technology, so most of our 

horses and mules are for 

pleasure only. We do have 

shows that can simulate how 

well they perform at certain 

things like cutting cows out of 

a herd or their athletic ability 

at jumping or pulling. 

I enjoy watching people show 

their animals and the amazing 

things they can do. Fall is a 

good time for trail riding and 

working with your animals to 

teach them new things. Enjoy 

the cooler days to come and 

stay safe. 

Pip and I have so much to be 

thankful for this holiday sea-

son. We hope you have a very 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

You can email me at Al-

len@TwinRiversRealty.com 

or call me at 690-7870. Iôll 

see you on the trails. 

By Gene Campbell 

 

  óElectionô has certainly been the buzz 

word lately and King William County has 

one more election to conduct before 

returning to the normal election cycle we 

are accustomed to.  A special election will 

be held on Tuesday, February 2, 2021, to 

fill the vacant positions of County 

Treasurer, Commissioner of Revenue, and 

District Four (4) School Board 

member.  With the retirement of long-time 

Treasurer Harry Whitt and the recent 

resignation of Commissioner of Revenue 

Sally Pearson and School Board member 

Lindsay Robinson, a special election 

became necessary to fill these unexpired 

terms. 

  People interested in running for these 

positions need to contact the General 

Registrarôs office at 804-769-4952 for 

more information and pick up election 

packets.  All packets must be completed 

and returned by December 4, 2020, in 

order to get their names on the ballot. The 

winners of each position will fill that 

position through the end of the unexpired 

term of December 31, 2023.  

Special Election Set for February 2
nd
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Call Us Today: 804-357-4940 
DS Mitchell Electric, Inc.ð11860 W. River Rd #D, Aylett, Virginia 23009 

Website: dsmelectricinc.com        Email: dsmitchellelectric@gmail.com 

Generator Sales & Installation:  
DS Mitchell Electric can provide a Turn Key Generator Installation, 
and we will work with your local gas company. Contact us for a Free 
EstimateðWe will beat any competitorôs quoted price. 

DS Mitchell Electric is your trusted source in Central VA for residential and commercial 
electrical services and products with over 18 years of experience. Our electrical 
contractors provide first class service when you need it and we specialize in everything 
from breaker panel replacement to landscape lighting and of course everything in 
between. We're 100% committed to customer satisfaction in everything we do.  

 Providing Quality Service for over 18 Years 

Locally Owned & Operated 
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Story by Florence Cooke 

  King and Queen County is welcoming 

Dominion Womenôs Health in the former 

location of Drs. Gwathmey at 142 

Smithfield Road in St. Stephens 

Church. The group relocated from 

Tappahannock to offer larger, private 

space to accommodate the needs of 

women of King and Queen and 

surrounding areas from ages 9 to 109. 

There are four offices in the Richmond 

area ï Mechanicsville, Henrico (West 

End), Midlothian, and now in King and 

Queen. 

   A team of medical professionals is 

available from Monday ï Friday from 

8:30 a.m. until 3:30 p.m.  One or two 

doctors, a nurse practitioner,  nurses, lab 

technicians, and front desk personnel are 

available every day. 

  According to Melissa Hitchcock, 

Assistant Practice Administrator, ñWe 

believe in preventative care as well as 

t r e a t me n t  o f  a  v a r i e t y  o f 

conditions:  pregnancy including high risk, 

painful and heavy periods, menopause 

relief, fibroid, and endometriosis, as well 

as MonaLisa Touch treatments. We have a 

wide variety of spa services available such 

as facials, massage, injectables available at 

the Short Pump location.  We are 

welcoming new and existing patients at 

this location.ò 

  For more information on any services 

provided or to schedule an appointment, 

please call 804ï730ï0800. 

King & Queen Welcomes Dominion Womenôs Health 

RICHMOND ï  The Virginia Department of 

Motor Vehicles (DMV) is now offering 

commercial driverôs license (CDL) renewals 

online. The new option, instituted due to the 

effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, gives 

eligible commercial drivers the opportunity to 

r e n e w  t h e i r  c r e d e n t i a l s  o n l i n e 

at dmvNOW.com.  

 CDL holders previously were required to visit 

DMV in person each time to renew their 

credentials. 

 ñWe are continually looking for ways to assist 

our customers during these challenging times.ò 

said DMV Commissioner Richard D. Holcomb. 

ñThe opportunity to renew online gives our 

commercial driving community a convenient 

service option and focus office appointment 

opportunities on transactions for customers who 

need in-person assistance.ò 

 Detailed information on CDL online renewal 

eligibility can be found here: https://

w w w . d m v . v i r g i n i a . g o v / d r i v e r s /

#renewcdl.asp. Customers who are not eligible 

to renew their CDL online will need to schedule 

an appointment at dmvNOW.com/appt to renew 

in person. visit dmvNOW.com/covid19. 

DMV Offers Commercial Drivers Opportunity to Renew 

Licenses Online 
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To The King William Community  
  Iôm writing to thank the citizens of King William County 

for allowing me to serve them for the past 27 years. I 

served as a Senior Auditor for the State of Virginia for 7 

years prior to becoming appointed Commissioner of the 

Revenue on January 1, 1994 so after a career of more than 

34 years in Public Service, I have decided to retire as of 

February 1, 2021. I have enjoyed working for you, the 

citizens of King William County and I am grateful for the 

confidence and trust the voters have placed in myself by re

-electing me as Commissioner of the Revenue in the past 8 

elections.  King William is a unique and close knit 

community and I hope it retains the beautiful rural nature 

and fine school systems that have served the citizens here 

so well for many years. 

  I feel like the pandemic has made many of us reflect on 

our lives and reevaluate and I have seen many more 

retirements posted in the news. There also seems to be so 

much more negativity in all levels of government and I do 

not want to be part of a hate culture. I donôt feel like it is a 

healthy way to live and I have decided to focus my efforts 

on taking care of and spending time with my loved ones. 

  I want to take this opportunity to express my appreciation 

to you and your staff for the great job you have done in 

keeping the reader of your paper informed of the events 

that are taking place in the communities within King 

William and King and Queen Counties.  I have enclosed 

some pictures of the papers I have kept over the years for 

your enjoyment.  Keep up the good work and may you 

have a happy holiday season. 

 

Sally W. Pearson 
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Story by Florence Cooke 

Picture courtesy King William Sheriffôs 

Department 

 

  On December 2nd, Chief Deputy James 

Robbie Nester, Jr. will retire from the 

King William County Sheriffôs Office.  He 

served the King William Community for 

the past 25 years. 

  He began his career in law enforcement 

as a Special Police Officer at Richmond 

Memorial Hospital in 1991.  Two years 

later he moved to the Richmond City 

Sheriffôs Office as a deputy in the Quarter 

Master Section of the jail. 

  In 1995 he became a deputy in King 

William County at the Town of West 

Point.  While there he remembers walking 

around the town and building relationships 

with the community and the local 

businesses.  At the King William Sheriffôs 

Office he has served in many roles: 

Deputy, Sergeant, Lieutenant, and finally 

as the Chief Deputy (or Captain as many 

know him). 

  Robbie has been married for 18 years and 

has one son.  In his retirement, he plans to 

spend time with his family and support his 

son in athletics. 

  He says, ñI have served our community 

and will miss the many relationships that 

have been built over the past years.  A big 

thank you to the citizens of King William 

for their support over the last 25 years.ò 

  Sheriff Jeff Walton stated, ñRobbie has 

served as my Chief Deputy for nearly 15 

years.  He has been my right-hand man 

and has helped guide the department to 

where we are today.  I will miss him but 

wish him well in this new chapter of his 

life.ò 

  HAPPY RETIREMENT AND THANK 

YOU FOR YOUR LOYAL SERVICE TO 

THE CITIZENS OF KING WILLIAM 

COUNTY. 

Nester Retires from 

King William Sheriff's 

Department 

Chief Deputy James Nester Retires from King 

William Sheriff's Department 



P a g e  1 2                                             T h e  C o u n t r y  C o u r i e r                  W e d n e s d a y ,  N o v e m b e r  2 5 ,  2 0 2 0   

 

 

Congratulations to Nick Martin, our September Student of the Month at Central HS! 

September Student of the Month  

  Lawson Marriott Elementary School 

celebrated students who demonstrated 

admirable character traits and academic 

achievement during the first grading 

period with the Student of the Quarter 

Award. Students distinguished with this 

honor include:  

 

Carol Merales-Gonzalez: Pre-K 

Alayna Holmes: Kindergarten 

River Jenkins: First Grade 

Ava Waller: Second Grade 

Makayla Richardson: Second Grade 

Chase Johnson: Third Grade 

Stephen Hayes: Fourth Grade 

Zachary Jenkins: Fourth Grade 

Natasha Young: Fifth Grade 

Aniyah Carter: Sixth Grade 

Jayvaughan Nelson: Seventh Grade 

Additionally, Zachary Jenkins and 

Natasha Young were chosen as the 

school-wide Students of the Quarter.   

LMES Honors Outstanding Students 

Zachary Jenkins and Natasha Young  
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HONOR and MERIT ROLL 

 

 Mrs. Tara Garner, Head of 

School at Aylett Country Day 

School, is pleased to announce the 

names of students in grades four 

through eight who have shown out-

standing academic achievement for 

the 1st quarter of the 2020-21 

school year. 

 

 Students earning Honor 

Roll status, all Aôs, for the 1st 

quarter are: 

   

  Grade 6:

 Grace Gillions, Matthew 

Hundley, and Alisyn OôBier 

  

  Grade 7: Ben 

Fulks and Christopher Rhoads 

 

Grade 8: Bailee Beasley, Ad-

die Kosek, Lillian Marchese, and 

Stephen Welch 

 

 

Merit Roll (Aôs and Bôs) students 

for the 1st quarter are: 

 

Grade 5: Avery Boyle, 

Jhaaron Bundy, Kodiak Cox, 

Ainsley Davis, Mary-Michael 

Lawrence, Tripp Moncure, Zoe 

Thrift, and Kelsey Wood 

 

Grade 6: Kate Austin, Adalae 

Donaldson, Garrett Dunn, Berkeley 

Garner, Addi Jones, Jasmine Kelly, 

Madison Lam, and Mia Tignor 

   

Grade 7: Gibson Farmer, 

Reed Farmer, LeighAnn Matthews, 

Makenzie Morgan, and Caroline 

Schoolar 

 

Grade 8: Wyatt Ambrose, 

Jackson Garner, Megan Grant, 

Emily Stanaway, Noah Thompson, 

and Ethan White 

King and Queen County Pub-

lic Schools are currently requiring 

all students to wear masks so the 

new mandates to required children 

age 5 and older does not impact 

King and Queen County Pub-

lic Schools.  We already have this 

mandate in place. Our health and 

mitigation plan developed over the 

summer was aligned so we do not 

have more than 25 students to-

gether in classrooms, cafeteria set-

tings, buses or recess.  With our 

hybrid and remote learning plans, 

we have accounted for small gath-

erings with six feet of social dis-

tancing and required masks.  With 

the upcoming winter sports, we 

will be working on a plan for limit-

ing the spectators to 25 individu-

als." 

King & Queen Schools 

AYLETT COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL  

Good friends, good books and a sleepy conscience: 

this is the ideal life. 

Mark Twain 
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CONTRIBUTED King William,   November 

12th  

  Speaking Thursday evening to a gathering of 

King William T.E.A. Party supporters, local 

activists Fred Krauss and Ray Carter presented 

facts and figures challenging the conduct of the 

county's new real estate assessments and 

validity of the wildly inconsistent data used to 

grossly inflate the ñvalueò of many properties 

while drastically lowering others.  

  Krauss, a previous member of King William's 

Board of Equalization who owns several 

properties, pointed to some homeowners being 

hit with increases of 40% or more while some 

of the county's biggest businesses got a big 

gift. 

  ñThe paper mill's assessment dropped by 

nearly $8 million and the kitty litter plant got a 

million dollar break,ò he said.   

  Citing figures just released by the 

Commissioner of Revenue, Krauss said ñthis 

leaves a tax receipt deficit of more than $7.5 

million that will have to be made up by regular 

homeowners and businesses.ò 

  Carter, who recently retired in King William 

after his career in the US Army including 

extensive contract oversight experience, cited 

violations of contract requirements and 

Virginia law by Brightminds, the Roanoke-

based assessment company.   

  ñThe County appears to not be holding 

Brightminds to contractual obligations and to 

the standards set forth in Virginia Code Title 

58.1 regarding notification of assessment and 

providing written justifications as to property 

assessment increases,ò he said.  ñAlso, failure 

to provide printed documents afforded to 

property owners in accordance with the code.ò  

  In discussion that followed, some attendees 

criticized conclusions by the Board of 

Supervisors in their November 5th special 

meeting, saying it looks like Brightminds is 

getting a pass.  This leaves many residential 

and commercial property owners hit with 

unjustified assessments while at the same time 

having to pick up the bill for shoddy 

performance. 

  County taxpayers who would like to appeal 

their assessments face an uphill struggle, 

Krauss said.  ñThe process seems intentionally 

difficult and the chances of success are small 

for most people.ò 

  King William T.E.A. Party has additional 

information on the current Assessment process 

and how to appeal at  www.kwteaparty.com 

and Facebook 

KW Real Estate Assessments Exposed !   

Left to right-King William, Virginia,  November 12th, 2020. Volunteer citizen-activists Ray 

Carter, Jr. (left) and Fred Krauss have dug deeply into all aspects of the county's latest round of 

badly flawed real estate assessments.  Credit:  KWTP photo    

  My uncle Charles Weeden owned a sawmill 

where I learned to hack lumber and run the 

Planing mill. I always admired his 

determination and success. 

  As a teenager, I went to work for Carroll Lee 

Walker. He taught me so much just watching 

him and our talks when we would ride around 

looking at land. One of my greatest memories 

was Walker asking me, ñWhat do you want to 

do when you get out of school, son?ò My 

answer was to have my own business and buy 

land like him. He told me ñthatôs a good thing; 

they donôt make any more land.ò 

  My dad, grandfather, Uncle Charles, and 

Carroll Lee were great role models who taught 

me that hard work and good manners are the 

secrets to success. One day I hope to be a man 

that these four men will be proud of. I always 

joke with my mom, telling her ñIôm gonna get 

to be a wheel someday. Iôm gonna be 

somebody.ò        

  My dream business started part-time while I 

was working long hours at a full-time job for a 

farming operation. After a few years, I wanted 

to put all my energy into my business full 

time. Five years ago I started ñJason Does It 

All, LLCò and then it has grown more than I 

ever imagined. I take great pride in my work 

and I love the opportunity to meet the lawn care 

needs of my hometown of Walkerton. I enjoy 

looking at the bridge and river while on my 

lawnmower cutting the hillsides and taking a 

break to get a delicious lunch from Scottôs 

Store. 

  Things have not always been easy. There have 

been obstacles and bumps in the road but Iôve 

learned that my parents were right ï 

determination and hard work pay off. Thanks to 

my clients for their continued business and a 

big thanks to my parents who have always been 

my rock for encouragement. Most of all the 

greatest thanks to God for my many blessings.ò 

Pet Adoption 
  "Pepper" is a nice male mixed breed that's about 9 years 

old and weighs 75lbs. He was surrendered to the Shelter 

because his owner is moving and can't take him along. 

He's a calm guy that loves treats and walks well on a 

leash!  

Regional Animal Shelter    Phone (804)-769-4983 
animalshelter@kingwilliamcounty.us 

JASON, continued from page 2. 

http://www.kwteaparty.com/


W e d n e s d a y ,  N o v e m b e r  2 5 ,  2 0 2 0             T h e  C o u n t r y  C o u r i e r                                            p a g e  1 5  

 

  At the October School Board meeting, King 

and Queen County School Board honored and 

recognized the principals and assistant 

principal.  Pictured in the photo (left to right; 

Principal Rob Wright, Lawson Marriott 

Elementary School; Principal Shante Harvey, 

King and Queen Elementary School; Principal 

David Copsmith, Central High School, and 

Assistant Principal Ashley Reynolds, Central 

High School.  

  All of our administrators are EDUCATIONAL 

ROCKSTARS!!! 

The resolution was read and they were presented with gifts and certificates. 
Left Mr. Copsmith being presented a t-shirt stating Principal? I prefer Educational 

Rockstar. 

King and Queen County School Board  

Begin to be now what you will be hereafter. 
William James 


