
W e d n e s d a y ,  A p r i l  1 5 ,  2 0 2 0             T h e  C o u n t r y  C o u r i e r                                            p a g e  1  

 

countrycouriernews.com 

Prst STD 

ECRWSS 

U.S. Postage Paid 

Permit No. 2 

Aylett, VA 23009 

S e r v i n g  t h e  K i n g  W i l l i a m  a n d  K i n g  a n d  Q u e e n  C o m m u n i t i e s  s i n c e  1 9 8 9  

 
Volume 31 Issue 15 

Country Courier 
Wednesday, April 15, 2020 

  A.J. Tetrault caught this 7lb.bass at his 

Grandfather's King and Queen pond last 

week. The whole family spent the day there 

enjoying some much needed fresh air and 

change in routine. 

Helping Hands 

A family project - Johnathan, Landon and Michayla 

Remembering Dickie 

Pearson 

Dickie Pearson 

Recreation During 

Quarantine 

By Gene Campbell 

  Life was not easy for Dickie but he never 

complained and was always smiling.  I 

grew up with Dickie.  His parents and my 

parents were best of friends and I spent a lot 

of time in my early years at his house riding 

horses and playing ‘Cowboys and Indians’.  

Being three years older than me, Dickie 

experienced before I did all the things teen-

agers do when growing up.  Fast cars were 

one of those things. Dickie’s first car was a 

brand new 1967 yellow SS 396 Chevrolet 

Chevelle convertible….boy was it fast!  

Dickie was somewhat of a ‘wildcat’ in 

those days but that changed in his early 

twenties when he was accidently kicked in 

the head by a horse.  He suffered a cerebral 

hemorrhage, partially paralyzing him on 

one side of his body.  It slowed his physical 

abilities but it did not diminish his drive to 

be ‘out and about….having a good ole 

time’.   

  Dickie was a member of the King William 

Ruritan Club for 46 years.  His nickname 

was ‘Swamp Fox’ and for almost 30 years 

he had perfect attendance at club functions.  

We grew up attending McKendree United 

Methodist Church.   

Please see PEARSON, on page 10. 

Story by Florence Cooke 

Picture by Clouse Family 

   King William resident Stormi Clouse 

had a minor mishap that tore the meniscus 

in her right knee. After an MRI, the 

doctors discovered more damage that 

warranted surgery on March 24. When 

she came home, she felt pretty good but 

could not drive and was housebound with 

three school-aged children, Jonathan, 

Landon, and Michayla, who were out of 

school for the rest of the year due to the 

coronavirus virus. 

  She has several cousins in Oklahoma 

who are nurses and were in desperate 

need of masks.  After reading about the 

need, she decided to start making the 

masks for those needing them. 

  On March 27 she reached out to the 

public via King William Happenings page 

to see if donors would furnish some items 

for her to start making masks for the 

community.  Several wonderful ladies: 

Phillis Terry, Ciara Rutledge, Janet 

Mundie, and Barbie Mason brought her 

necessities for the masks. Ms. Terry 

brought a sewing machine and all the 

supplies needed; Ms. Rutledge had a 

machine also and fabric;  Ms. Mundie and 

Ms. Mason brought a ton of 

fabric. Everything was dropped on the 

front porch – keeping the six-foot 

distance. 

  A flood of people asked for the masks 

and people were so thankful they wanted 

to donate for supplies. She did not charge 

for the masks but did start asking for a 

donation of $2 - $5 each so people would 

ask for only enough for their needs. She 

discovered that people were getting the 

masks and trying to resell on social media 

for large profits. 
 

Please see HELPING HANDS, on page 

10. 

Help Stop the Spread of COVID-

19 by Staying at Home 
As of April 10, two cases have been verified in 

both King & Queen and King William  

  Governor Northam issued a statewide Stay at 

Home order on March 30, to protect our health 

and safety and slow or stop the spread of 

COVID-19. Order 55 will remain in place until 

June 10, unless changed by a new executive 

order. 

  If you are sick, even with mild signs of illness 

(fever, cough, shortness of breath, sore throat, 

headaches, fatigue, body or muscle aches, 

nausea, vomiting or diarrhea), stay home and 

separate yourself to prevent spreading illness 

to others.  

Practice Social Distancing. 

  If you have to go out for essential things like 

grocery shopping or medical care, stay at least 

6 feet away from others.  

Wash Your Hands Frequently.  

Wash your hands with soap and water for at 

least 20 seconds or using an alcohol-based 

hand sanitizer that contains 60%–95% alcohol. 

Soap and water should be used if hands are 

visibly dirty. 

CDC’s COVID-19 website  

VDH COVID-19 hotline at 877-ASK-VDH3 
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  Don’t Miss Another Issue! 
 

If you are not receiving 

t h e  C o u n t r y 

Courier and you 

live outside the 

community, you can 

subscribe for an Annual 

Rate of $30.00 (includes 

postage) and keep up with the latest 

news from King William and King 

and Queen counties.   

Publisher’s Message 
 

8014 Lee Davis Road, Mechanicsville ●746-8665 

A 122 Year  

Tradition of Caring 

 Bennett Funeral Home was established in 1897 to serve the needs of 

Richmond families.  Since then, this locally owned and operated business has con-

tinued to serve the community with its unique combination of caring and conven-

ience. 

 This tradition of excellence  can be seen in the four beautiful chapels lo-

cated throughout the Richmond area: centrally located on Cutshaw Avenue in the 

city, on Broad Street Road past Innsbrook,  serving the Hanover-Mechanicsville 

area on Lee-Davis Road and Chesterfield Chapel on Ashbrook Pkwy. in Chester-

field. All four facilities are under the personal direction of Charles D. Morehead, 

President. 

 In a time of need, you can turn to Bennett Funeral Home with trust and 

confidence.  It serves families of all faiths with personal service, before, during, 

and after.  There is a long tradition of professionalism and caring. 

 One way in which Bennett cares for families, is by offering a convenient 

and personalized pre-need program.  Through this program pre-need planning, you 

can spare your loved ones the burden of making decisions at an emotional time.  

Call Bennett Funeral Home at 746-8665 to schedule a pre-planning consultation.

BENNETT funeral home 

Caring Since 1897 

Story by Florence Cooke                                                               

Pictures Courtesy of Roma’s 

  Roma Ristorante Italiano opened in King 

William in January 2018.  The restaurant has 

always been active in the King William 

community helping schools and other 

organizations with fundraisers. 

  Since the coronavirus has consumed our 

nation,  Roma decided to reach out to other 

avenues to give back.  It was decided to reach 

out to hospital first responders that are battling 

the virus first hand and risking their lives and 

the lives of the ones they love.  It came to the 

attention of the owners that it has been 

extremely hard for nurses and doctors to find 

time to eat. 

  It was decided a simple gesture of making a 

hot meal would give everyone at Roma a sense 

of gratitude in knowing that they had helped in 

a small way.  On Thursday, April 9th fresh hot 

pizzas including fresh salads were delivered to 

the staff of two units at VCU Medical 

Center.  Inside the lids of the pizza boxes were 

messages such as:  “Real Heroes don’t wear 

capes, they wear scrubs, thank you for all you 

do. The Roma Staff” and “Thank you for all 

you do. God Bless. The Roma Staff”. 

  Rosalia Gallina, the owner, states, “Being a 

small business right now in our world is scary 

but our continued support, customers, and staff 

are the joy and reason we do what we 

do.  Everyone has shown support to, not only 

us, but our community is helping us all get 

through this challenging time and we are 

beyond thankful. We could not be more proud 

to be part of an amazing community as we are 

now.  Thank you everyone for your amazing 

support.  We need to remain united and help 

each other not only in a time of crisis but 

always.” 

Helping Hands - Roma Ristorante Italiano 

Staff receiving food from Roma’s  

  How have you been doing under these trying times? I hope everyone is 

making the best of it.  I’ve had plenty of time to catch up on all those projects 

here at home I’ve wanted to do.  Hopefully we are moving toward a vaccine 

that will stop this virus. I want to thank our advertisers you see each issue 

along with our printer The Gloucester Gazette Journal our local postal service 

and the Country Courier staff working together to bring you your Country 

Courier newspaper. I will be so happy when I can write to you “Remember 

when we all went through the COVID-19 Pandemic?” Stay Positive, practice 

the recommended guidelines and wait it out. There is always hope.  Be safe, 

we are all in this together, it will pass.  
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Equine Talk Sponsored by: 

T-Town Tack  

Who’s the Boss? 
 

By Allen Brintley and “Pip” 

 

  You have to be a good herd leader or boss 

when working with animals. You have to 
be fair, consistent and upbeat to get the 

most from them as well as staying safe. 

They will test you sometimes to make sure 

you are still worthy of being the leader. If 

you don’t keep the role of leader, then they 

will try to take over and lead you. A good 

boss listens to their input but always makes 

the final decision. I’m reminded of a story 

about how unclear it is sometimes who’s 

the boss. 

  There was an old farmer that was retiring 

and getting ready to sell his land. He knew 

that he had to get rid of all of his animals so 

he decided to go to each house around his 

little town and give an animal to each one. 

At the houses where the man was the boss, 

he gave them a horse. At the houses where 

the woman was the boss, he gave them a 

chicken. Word was spreading about the old 

farmer that was giving away his animals. 
He got toward the end of town and saw a 

couple out working in the yard. The old 

farmer walked up and asked “Who’s the 

boss around here?” The man said “I am!” 

The farmer said “I have a black horse and a 

brown horse. Which one would you like?” 

The man thought for a minute and said 

“The black horse.” Then the man’s wife 

spoke up and said “NO, no, no. We’ll take 

the brown one!” So the old farmer looked 

at both of them and walked over and said 

“Here’s your chicken!” 

 

  Y o u  c a n  e m a i l  m e  a t 

Allen@TwinRiversRealty.com or call 690-

7870. I’ll see you on the trails. 

Urbanna – As residents across the Middle 

Peninsula and Northern Neck confront the 

COVID-19 pandemic, heartwarming stories 

about Bay Aging’s volunteers are emerging.  

Social distancing is the new normal, 

exacerbating feelings of isolation that all of us, 

but especially homebound seniors, can 

experience. Yet, despite personal challenges, 

Bay Aging’s Meals on Wheels volunteers are 

rising to the task during these difficult times. 

  Mathews resident Shirley Tomlin and her 

husband John Filichko had been a Meals on 

Wheels delivery team for years.  “I truly love 

doing it,” Ms. Tomlin said.  “I’ve always loved 

older people and they are so glad to see you 

come by.”  When Filichko, a retired U.S. Army 

First Sergeant, died at age 90 on March 17th, 

Shirley decided to continue volunteering in his 

honor.  “It’s really nice when you have two 

people because my husband was so good with 

directions.” 

  Tomlin decided to continue despite her 

husband’s passing in part because of her 

admiration for the people who prepare and 

manage Meals on Wheels distribution in 

Mathews County.  “I love going to Mathews 

High School to get the meals.  The people that 

prepare the meals are remarkable. Laura 

Matthews [Bay Aging’s Meals on Wheels 

Volunteer Coordinator in Mathews County] is 

marvelous.  She makes you want to volunteer.” 

When John Koontz, Vice Chairman of the 

Middlesex County Board of Supervisors, 

agreed to be a guest volunteer in support of 

Bay Aging’s annual “March for Meals” 

campaign, he had no idea how meaningful the 

experience would be for him.  He partnered 

with veteran Meals on Wheels volunteer Carol 

Hamlett, who Koontz described as “a great 

ambassador for the program.”  While 

accompanying Hamlett on deliveries the full 

extent of the need came into focus.  “Carol 

makes you search your soul and ask why I am 

not more like that,” Koontz said.  “The 

personal relationships that Carol has with them 

is really inspiring.” 

  “In normal times, I’d like to volunteer and 

bring my children with me,” Koontz said.  

“Volunteering for Meals on Wheels will teach 

my children that your community works only 

as well as the people in it.” 

  For Jean Pierce, being a Meals on Wheels 

volunteer “got me out of a Coronavirus funk.”  

Pierce is a real estate agent who started 

volunteering with Bay Aging in early March.  

“When the COVID-19 thing started a few 

weeks later, I kind of got in a funk.  Then I was 

delivering some food to a lady and, as I was 

about to leave, she said, ’Thank you. I love 

you’ and that snapped me out of my funk.  I’ve 

been feeling good ever since.  I’ve been 

inspired ever since.” 

  Jennifer Beck, who manages Bay Aging’s 

Meals on Wheels program, noted, “We have 

enrolled clients from our Adult Day Care 

Centers, and people all across the region.  We 

want to reiterate that our neighbors who are 

experiencing food insecurity during these 

difficult times can call us at 1-800-493-0238 to 

enroll.”  Bay Aging also offers a Community 

Volunteer and Request for Assistance link on 

both the Bay Aging website and Facebook 

page to connect interested volunteers with 

neighbors in need of assistance.  Bay Aging 

will only share contact information among 

those volunteering to provide services to those 

who are requesting services. 

The best way to get updates about Bay Aging’s 

services is to visit the Bay Aging website at 

www.bayaging.org or Facebook page.  For 

those without access to the internet, please call 

Bay Aging at 1-800-493-0238. 

Carol Hamlett & John Koontz Shirley Tomlin  

Bay Aging Volunteers Step Up During the 

COVID-19 Pandemic 

By Gene Campbell 

 

  We are definitely living in unprecedented 

times….but as they say in show business 

“The show must go on.” King William 

County is conducting meetings via the app 

Zoom. Download and install the app 

Zoom. Then go to the county website 

kingwilliamcounty.us and click on the link 

posted. This will allow you to join the 

meeting and communicate if you so 

d e s i r e .  Y o u  c a n  a l s o  v i s i t 

kingwilliamcounty.us for a list of 

meetings. Upcoming meetings include a 

daylong budget session scheduled for 9:00 

am on April 17th, regular Board of 

Supervisors meeting scheduled for 7:00 

pm on April 27th and Planning 

Commission meeting scheduled for 7:00 

pm on May 5th. Stay safe and be 

informed! 

King William County Government Now 

Meeting Via the Internet 
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Call Us Today: 804-357-4940 
DS Mitchell Electric, Inc.—11860 W. River Rd #D, Aylett, Virginia 23009 

Website: dsmelectricinc.com        Email: dsmitchellelectric@gmail.com 

Generator Sales & Installation:  
DS Mitchell Electric can provide a Turn Key Generator Installation, 
and we will work with your local gas company. Contact us for a Free 
Estimate—We will beat any competitor’s quoted price. 

DS Mitchell Electric is your trusted source in Central VA for residential and commercial 
electrical services and products with over 18 years of experience. Our electrical 
contractors provide first class service when you need it and we specialize in everything 
from breaker panel replacement to landscape lighting and of course everything in 
between. We're 100% committed to customer satisfaction in everything we do.  

 Providing Quality Service for over 18 Years 

Locally Owned & Operated 
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Letters to the Editor 
Dear Editor, 

It’s budget time again in King William County. 

  

  Due to the coronavirus, businesses are closing 

their employees no longer have jobs and our 

investments are taking a beating. In addition to 

this gloom we will see new higher assessed 

values placed on our homes. 

  It is time for our Board of Supervisors to rein 

in some proposed spending. The taxpayers do 

not need the added burden of adding new 

employees to out payrolls and a 3% pay raise. 

Mr. Moren campaigned on lowering taxes. Let 

us see if he can convince his friends on the 

board to do likewise. 

  We all have a wish list but now is not the time 

for the Board of Supervisors to grant so many 

wishes. 

 

Sincerely, 

Rose Marie Berberich 

Manquin 

 

 

Dear Editor, 

 

  Can you PLEASE issue an update on the 

internet that was supposed to be installed in 

Newtown, on Newtown road? Please include 

that the initial article that stated installation 

would begin in DECEMBER 2019 did NOT 

occur, and even the response from ABB that 

installation would begin in March, STILL has 

not begun. I think its definitely time to let the 

people know, who live and work in this area, 

that ABB has no idea, or intent to install 

internet services to the people that live and 

work in this community. They have shifted all 

focus to King William, and forgotten the people 

whose bright orange eyesores (underground 

fiber utility poles) they've "graciously" planted 

in the yards along our "scenic route" homes. 

 

Thanks, 

A sub-par resident to King William. 

Jason Walsh  

King & Queen 

 

Dear Editor, 

King William's Government couldn't be 

bothered 

 

  Did you miss the Board of Supervisors 

internet video conference on April 6th that 

replaced the legally required in-person public 

comment meeting for KW's taxes and budget ? 

  We almost missed it because Aylett District 

Supervisor Stephen Greenwood, BoS 

Chairperson, didn't bother to answer repeated 

requests from the King William T.E.A. Party 

for information on how public attendance was 

to be handled in light of statewide COVID-19 

restrictions. 

  Beginning on March 26th -- many days in 

advance of the meeting that was noted in the 

last two issues of COUNTRY COURIER -- we 

emailed this simple question to Greenwood and 

copied all Board members as well as our 

esteemed County Administrator: 

  Several follow up emails were sent and direct 

phone calls reached only voicemail with no one 

bothering to take a moment to respond to the 

e m a i l s  o r  r e t u r n  t h e  c a l l s .   

  This astonishing level of arrogance begs the 

question:  Were all five Supervisors and the 

County Administrator too busy to answer a 

simple question or were they hoping KWTP 

wouldn't alert county taxpayers? 

  A last minute check of the county website on 

the morning of the 6th revealed a new notice 

that "attendance" at the meeting was restricted 

to those who could use a special computer 

video app or dial in by phone. 

  This tactic worked quite well for the officials 

because the pathetic 16 minute video 

conference that evening was "attended" by only 

eleven persons; 5 supervisors, 2 administrators 

and 4 anonymous viewers. 

  The only public comments noted were two 

from KWTP supporters, previously emailed to 

the Administrator.  Nobody viewing the online 

proceedings spoke up. 

  See this farce for yourselves in 

a YouTube video that's also posted 

at kingwilliamcounty.us 

  KWTP has repeatedly warned county 

taxpayers that with the loss of Supervisors 

Ehrhart and Hansen, the last shreds of 

transparency and accountability would be sadly 

absent in this newly-installed Board of 

Supervisors. 

  Hold on to your wallets because the county's 

2020-21 taxes and spending are on track to hit 

hard.  Particularly with the expected 20% 

increase in real estate assessments.  

 

Sincerely, Robert "Sarge" Bruce 

District 3, Aylett 

 

Letters to the Editor 
   We welcome signed letters to the editor. Each letter must 

carry the writers signature, full valid address, and daytime 

phone number. We reserve the right to edit for accuracy, 

brevity, clarity, legality, and taste. We do not guarantee that 

every letter received will be published. Letters reflect the 

opinions and positions of the writers and not The Country  

Courier. 

By Gene Campbell 

  Due to the Governor’s ‘Stay at Home till 

June 10th Order’, the Annual King William 

Ruritan Fish Fry has been moved again from 

June 6th to Tuesday, September 15th.   

  If you have already bought your ticket it will 

be honored at the gate.  Hopefully life will be 

back to normal by September 15th and we can 

come together to celebrate the club’s 81st fish 

fry.   

  Tickets are available at Atlantic Union Bank, 

SoNa Bank, Essex Bank, 360 Hardware, West 

Store and Van Walker’s Exxon.  You can also 

call 363-1781 or go to kingwilliamruritan.org 

for more info and purchase a ticket.  The club 

wishes to thank everyone for their support 

during these unprecedented times.  

Ruritan Fish Fry 

Postponed Again 

ART  

SCHOLARSHIPS 

  Arts Alive is proud to announce that 

applications are currently being accepted 

for its three $1,000 arts scholarships, 

available to local students from 

the areas of King William, New Kent, and 

King and Queen counties and the Town of 

West Point. 

 Applications are available through area 

high school guidance counselors or on the 

A r t s  A l i v e  w e b s i t e  a t 

www.artsaliveinc.org. 
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 Cool Cash rebates apply on qualifying purchases March 16 - June 30, 2020. 

 

Dear Editor, 

Economic Pain Abounds………unless 

 Citizens of King William County already 

harmed by the current virus related issue need 

to sit up, pay attention and then do their job as 

citizens and stop relying on that mythical 

“someone else” to do it on their behalf. 

The Board and the County Administrator have 

this ridiculous notion that reducing what was a 

planned budget increase of over 3 million to a 

little over 1 million in new spending isn’t 

going to cut it.  I suggested to Supervisor Ed 

Moren to sharpen his pencil and do some 

cutting to non-essential staffing both at county 

government and the 4 schools. When former 

Supervisor Tom Redd ( West Point ) stated in 

frustration “we can’t control Mr. Shannon 

what the schools do with the money after we 

give it to them, my response was very 

simple……….Mr. Redd, then give them less”.  

A few facts for some background 

  An estimated 20 million Americans are being 

furloughed , small businesses being shuttered, 

many perhaps permanently and just what is 

local governments reaction…”we will only 

spend 1 million more, not the 3+ million 

increase we had planned on” 

 At last months Budget Town Hall we learned 

that hundreds of stray dogs irresponsibly bred 

were now the responsibility of tax payers to 

feed shelter and provide Vet treatment. The 

costs of this wasn’t stated but it was 100-150 

dogs that were abandoned. A government 

function? I went through the drive through at 

Bojangles yesterday and when I was exiting I 

came across the FREE TAXI service , and 

noted that the Bay Transit Van  had a driver 

and 1 passenger in the vehicle. In a crisis 

situation is this a prudent use of your tax 

dollars---I say it isn’t. Providing a ride to 

Bojangles is not a government function ? 

  King William next year faces some daunting 

challenges.  Sales tax, Food Beverage revenue 

is certain to decline as  will the BPOL taxes. 

Aid from Virginia will fall as the Governor has 

ordered a hiring freeze and instructed Agency/

Department heads to begin searching their own 

budgets for further reductions. Localities are 

also certain to receive some more bad news in 

the name of required V.R.S contributions, 

given the dismal equity market performances. 

Ironic isn’t it as citizens are opening their 

401K statements and being stunned, they will 

be asked to cough up some more of their hard 

earned dough to bail out their public sector 

brethren’s pensions . 

 It is time for the Board of Supervisors and the 

County Administrator to “ get real” as the kids 

say and recognize that non-essential applies to 

them as well. A ratio of 1 Full Time employee 

for every 5 students in our 4 schools is 

ridiculous.  King William schools have some 

10 fewer students than they did in 

2010………..yet have hired an additional 39 

FT employees.  

  The County Administrator has literally 

assured home owners their real estate tax bill 

will be higher---do the math for yourself. If 

assessments have risen 20% at a rate of .73 

your real estate tax bill will be higher. Just 

what you need to hear after you’ve opened 

your 401K statement. 

 

Bob Shannon  

King William T.E.A Party  

( Taxed Enough Already ) 

Letters to the Editor, continued 
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 The Corner Cottage, a new local boutique 

store, opened mid-March and has an 

assortment of items, such as farmhouse decor, 

clothes for women and children, candles, Swig 

cups, outdoor items, pet items, Virginia Diner 

peanuts, Jams, and Jewelry. Owner and new 

entrepreneur, Ashley Thornsberry, invites all 

of the community to come by and to especially 

support your local small-town business. The 

Corner Cottage is located in the corner of the 

Twin Rivers Building (next door to the old 

Midway Pizza that burned down years ago) at 

the corner of Venter Road and RT-360.  

  Ashley grew up in the area and has recently 

moved to Aylett. She says, “Owning a 

boutique has always been my dream and I was 

ready to turn that dream into a reality. I am 

starting off small to build my name up and 

hopefully in the future I will be bigger! I 

thought King William could benefit from a 

new go-to boutique/gift shop in the area for 

those last-minute gifts or simply to use some 

retail therapy. I look forward to meeting 

everyone in my community and getting to 

know each one of you.” 

 The Corner Cottage is conveniently located in 

Suite 101A (located on the right front corner of 

the building) at 5833 Richmond-Tappahannock 

Hwy. in Aylett.  As of now, hours are 

Thursday.- Friday 10:00 am-5:00 pm; 

Saturday. 10:00 am-4:00 pm and Sunday 10:00 

am-3:00 pm. Due to Covid-19, The Corner 

Cottage is offering curbside service and will 

also ship if anyone is interested. You can 

follow The Corner Cottage on social media to 

keep up with the newest inventory on 

Instagram: @Thecornercottagellc and on 

Facebook: @Thecornercottage1. Phone: 804-

832-3808.  

  Ashley’s final statement, “I just want to thank 

everyone in the community for the love and 

support we are receiving during this difficult 

time.”  

The Corner Cottage Boutique Store 

Owner Ashley Thornsberry at The Cornet Cottage 
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Regional Animal Shelter 

Phone (804)-769-4983 

animalshelter@kingwilliamcounty.us 

www.facebook.com/RegionalAnimalShelter 

Pet Adoption 

  Three Rivers Soil and Water 

Conservation District will sponsor a 

student to attend Youth Conservation 

Camp this summer.  The camp will be 

held on the campus of Virginia Tech in 

Blacksburg, Virginia from July 12th – 

18th, 2020. The camp is designed to 

enlighten and expand the student’s 

knowledge of natural resource 

conservation. There will be a minimum 

of classroom work, with emphasis on 

outdoor learning. Conservation camp 

consists of lake ecology, canoeing the 

New River, hiking the Cascades, and 

touring Virginia Tech’s agriculture 

research farm. Campers will have the 

opportunity to share experiences with 

other youth from across the State and 

have a chance to show leadership skills 

in an informal setting. Participants must 

be students in grades 9- 12. Previous 

Youth Conservation Camp attendants are 

ineligible to attend. The application must 

be completed and sent in by May 1, 

2020 to Three Rivers SWCD.  If you 

would like more information about the 

camp you can contact Waring Baylor, 

Education and Outreach Coordinator, at 

804-443-2327 ext. 4 or email him at 

waring.baylor@trswcd.org for an 

application. 

  Ms. Clouse stated, “I have purchased a 

large amount for supplies on my own but 

can always use donations since this is an 

ongoing project. I have so enjoyed doing 

this in keeping my spirits up after my 

surgery, making me work my knee more 

and not be so sedentary.  I have had my 

children involved, cutting material, and 

ironing.  I have been working from 

morning until late at night.  It truly has 

been a family function.” 

He was a faithful member rarely missing a 

Sunday.  If one of us missed a Ruritan 

meeting or Church on Sunday we would 

check on each other.  I called and checked 

on him a few days before he suddenly 

passed away making sure he was 

weathering the ‘virus storm’.   

  In the 1950’s my father started a tradition 

visiting friends and neighbors on 

Christmas day wearing his old ‘well worn’ 

army sweater complete with ‘bullet holes’ 

as he called them.  I joined him on those 

visits in the 1970’s.  As time passed so did 

many of my father’s friends and 

neighbors.  When my father passed away 

in 2015, I continued the tradition wearing 

his ‘old army sweater’.  Dickie was the 

last survivor of those visits. Dickie, 

someday we will meet again.  I will be 

wearing daddy’s ‘old army sweater’.            

PEARSON, continued from front page 

HELPING HANDS, continued from front page 

  "Sprout" is a cute male Hound mix that's about 5.5 

months old and weighs about 25lbs. He came to the 

Shelter after he was found at someone's home. He's a 

sweet little guy that seems to get along great with eve-

ryone he meets. 

 

Youth Conservation 

Camp 
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HONOR and MERIT ROLL 

 Mrs. Tara Garner, Head of School at 

Aylett Country Day School, is pleased to an-

nounce the names of students in grades four 

through eight who have shown outstanding 

academic achievement for the 3rd quarter of the 

2019-20 school year. 

  Students earning Honor Roll status, all A’s, 

for the 3rd quarter are: 

Grade 4: Kodiak Cox, Elizabeth Donoghue, 

and Mary-Michael Lawrence 

Grade 5: Grace Gillions, Izzy Martz and Ali-

syn O’Bier 

Grade 6: LeighAnn Matthews and Caroline 

Schoolar 

Grade 7: Bailee Beasley, Addie Kosek, Lillian 

Marchese, and Stephen Welch 

Grade 8: Sandy Dillard and Channing Lewis 

  Merit Roll (A’s and B’s) students for the 3rd 

quarter are: 

Grade 4: Avery Boyle, Jhaaron Bundy, 

Ainsley Davis, Zoe Thrift, and Kelsey Wood 

Grade 5: Kate Austin, Evan Courtney, Garrett 

Dunn, Berkeley Garner, Addi Jones, and Madi-

son Lam  

Grade 6: Addison Carr, Leila Lawrence, 

Makenzie Morgan, Pierson Poythress, and 

Christopher Rhoads 

Grade 7: Wyatt Ambrose, Emily Baker, Jack-

son Garner, Megan Grant, and Emily Stanaway 

Grade 8: Latane Barnette, Fitz Dillard, Blair 

Dooley, Caitlin Dooley, Preston Poythress, and 

Samuel Sturt 

AYLETT COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL 

Story by Florence Cooke 

 

  For King William resident Shannon Samuel 

Saturday, April 11th, was a normal Saturday 

but it would become a day she will never 

forget.  Her husband Calvin had gone fishing 

with his buddy at the Pamunkey Indian 

Reservation.  At about 5:15 p.m. she got a 

phone call that would change her life. 

  Calvin’s boat had overturned and he was in 

the water for about an hour.  He couldn’t swim 

because he has a prosthesis.  His friend floated 

to shore to get help.  Vernon Dennis, who lives 

nearby, and his son-in-law, Dr. Will Dameron, 

brought him to shore and the West Point 

Rescue Squad assisted.  He was on the verge of 

having hypothermia but is okay. 

  On Sunday Shannon shared an end to the 

story.  She wants to especially give thanks to 

Vernon Dennis and Dr. Dameron for rescuing 

Calvin and later dumping all the water from 

Calvin’s boat and drying the boat out. 

  Others who helped on Sunday to get the boat 

to shore were Robbie Powell, Ronnie 

Gathercole, Sr.,  Ronnie  Gathercole, Jr., and 

William Glazebrook. 

  Shannon and Calvin thank all the good friends 

and neighbors that made Calvin’s story turn out 

in a good way.  Shannon says, “God is good 

and I thank Him that it turned out the way it 

did.”  Calvin says, “Thank you to everyone.  I 

learned two lessons from this event:  (l) don’t 

go fishing on a windy day, and (2) wear your 

life jacket.” 

King William Resident Saved by Good Neighbors  

Rescuing boat of Calvin Samuel 
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Church Calendar 

CHRISTIAN 

Corinth Christian Church 

www.corinthchristianchurchkw.net 

9153 Dabney's Mill Rd Manquin 23106  

The Fix Ministry 

4465 Mount Olive Cohoke Road, King 

William. Call for additional information 

(804) 774-5319  

BAPTIST 

Broadus Baptist Church Hebron 

Campus 

3407 King William Rd Aylett, 779-2700 

Facebook Broadus Church Hebron 

Campus www.broaduschurch.org  

Bruington Baptist Church 

4784 The Trail, Bruington, King and 

Queen County. Rev. Fred Skaggs 804-347

-7285.  

Colosse Baptist Church 

769-2729, someone will return your call.   

Crossroads Mission Center  

694-K Sharon Rd, King William beside 

the Library 

Kingdom of God 

Living Water Ministry 

Pastor Leo Reed 1438 Manfield Road, 

Manquin 23106. Sunday’s at 12:15 PM.  

Mattaponi Baptist Church  

(Circa early 1700s)  

Mount Olive Baptist Church 

on Cohokoe Rd.in King William  

call or email Crystal L Carter (804 )832 

1308 

Cartercrystal463@gmail. Com  

New Life Community Church 

109 Commons Park Cir, Ste. J. Manquin 

23106  

Olivet Baptist Church  

 pastor Terry Morrison 

Providence Baptist Church 

4570 Dorrell Road, Aylett,  

Pastor White (804) 240-1982. 

Sharon Baptist Church 

901 Sharon Road across from King 

William High School. Office hours 9am-

2pm Tue – Fri. 769-2320. 

The Edge Worship Centre 

460 14th St. West Point. 

www.tewcwestpoint.net  

Third Union Baptist Church 

Church Services via teleconferencing on 

Sunday mornings at 10:30AM. You can 

join our Church Service by dialing: 1-480-

297-0773 Access code is; 3406642# We 

look forward to you joining us. 

We also encourage you to submit your 

tithes, offerings or donations online via 

o u r  w e b s i t e 

at www.thirdunionbaptistchurch.com or 

you can mail checks payable to Third 

Union Baptist Church to TUBC PO Box 

74, King William, VA 23086. Thank you 

& May God Bless you. 

Upper King & Queen Baptist Church 

1693 Bradley Farm Road Rev. Wade 

Wilkins - Pastor  804 769-8534  

METHODIST 

McKendree United Methodist Church 

4347 Manfield Road, Manquin, Pastor 

Betty Jo Sims. www.Mckendree23106.org 

EPISCOPAL 

Immanuel Episcopal Church 

190 Allen’s Circle King & Queen Court 

House. For information on a particular 

Sunday, call 804-785-2122  

St. John’s Episcopal Church 

916 Main St. West Point, 804-843-4594 

welcome. 

St. Paul’s Millers Tavern 

7924 Richmond Highway. 443-2341 

www.stpaulsmillerstavern.org 

St. James Presbyterian Church 

(The church next to K.W. Courthouse) 

411 Courthouse Lane. Rev. Dr. John 

Turner 

ORTHODOX 

Holy Trinity Orthodox Church 

694-K Sharon Road King William (804) 

925-5888www.holytrinityorthodox.net 

NON DENOMINATION 

Women in the Word Community Bible 

Study! 

(396 Newtown Road, St. Stephens Church 

E m a i l  M e l i s s a  R i c e  a t 

mrsmelissarice@aol.com.    

In response to the recommendations of the Center of Disease Control and Prevention and 

various mandates placed on us due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Churches will not hold 

services until further notice. 

If people sat outside and looked at 

the stars each night, I'll bet they'd 

live a lot differently. 

Bill Watterson 
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Facebook.com/CallArmistead 

Call Armistead Computer Services is helping to get local 
business signed up for the new High-Speed Broadband Internet 
& Voice services that are now available in King William. True 
unlimited, unmetered Business Internet service up to 300 Mbps. 

Home & Business Computer Services 
 

● PC Cleanup, Optimization & Virus Removal 
● Network your PC’s, Games, Phones & Tablets 
● Business Web Design, Facebook & Google pages. 

BROADBAND INTERNET BUSINESS SERVICES 
► 25Mbps plans starts around  $80/month 

► Unlimited & Unmetered Internet - No Data Caps! 

► Add a phone line for $10/month (Keep your current phone #s) 

►  (VoIP) Phone Systems Available 

Services are  

Welcome to the EDA Corner 
The King William County Economic Development Authority encourages 
the expansion of existing businesses and works to attract new and 
growing enterprises to provide opportunities for the County's citizens.  

 
King William Economic Development Authority 
Chair: Jay Brown 
804.677.3641  jbrown@kingwilliamcounty.us  
 

Vice-Chair: Kenny Holderied 
804.432.8029 Kholderied@kingwilliamcounty.us 
 

The King William EDA is thinking about small 
businesses in the county that are navigating the 
uncertain economic conditions in the wake of COVID-
19. 
Please monitor local sources of news including 
Facebook and the Country Courier for more 
information as grant opportunities become available. 
If you or someone you may know could benefit from 
the following loan, please visit the website for more 
information. 
SBA Disaster Relief Loan 
Disaster Loans for Coronavirus related economic 
disruptions 
https://Disasterloan.sba.gov/ela 

 

Paid for by the King William County EDA 
Please call with questions. 804-432-8029   

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, these meetings are not running on schedule. Please check 

with the desired organization. 

Community Calendar 

All library programs cancelled through 

Saturday, April 11 for the Upper King 

William, King & Queen, and West Point 

branch libraries of the Pamunkey Regional 

Library.  

Girl Scout Troop 4217 

Poroporone Church, lower K&Q Email 

wyatt.amyl@gmail.com or kelly.magovero@y

ahoo.com 

VFW and Auxiliary 8356  
lower King William/West Point. VFW Post 

Commander (vfw8356@gmail.com) or 

Auxiliary President 

(kelly.magovero@yahoo.com) for membership 

and/or information. 

DCSE Service Point Assistance 

DCSE Contact Information: 1-800-468-8894 

Afternoon Off for Caregivers! 

804-769-0001. Sponsored by United Methodist 

Women, McKendree UMC, 4347 Manfield 

Road, Manquin. 

Girl Scout Troop 1132 
Mattaponi Vol. Rescue Squad Building. 

KW Children First Lions Club  

Crossroads Mission Center located at 694 K 

Sharon Road, King William. 

Upper King William Active Lifestyle Center  

8306 King William Road, Aylett  

American Legion Post 314  

Post 314 Bldg. Aylett 6250 Richmond-Tapp. 

Hwy. Rt. 360. Freedom is NOT Free. 

VFW Post 9501 

VFW Post & Auxiliary Central Garage. 

Commander James Brown 804-337-7029 for 

Post membership and F. Gwathmey 994-2947 

for Auxiliary membership. 

K.W. Rec Park KingWilliamRec.com.  

Mattaponi Crime Solvers 
serving King & Queen, King William, and 

town of West Point Tip line:(804)769-3000 For 

more info on the Crime Solvers, 

contact: KQKWSolvers@aol.com.  

Three Rivers SWCD Board of Directors 

Meetings 

(804)443-2327, ext. 4  

Good Homes Needed For Good Pets 

Regional Animal Shelter, 20201 King William 

Road, King William 804-769-4983.  

w w w . p e t f i n d e r . c o m  e m a i l : 

animalshelter@kingwilliamcounty.us  

King William T.E.A. Party 
Facebook and kwteaparty.com 

Southern States 

485 Sharon Rd. King William, 23086  

AWANAS 

769.2320 

King William Democrats 

Call Betsy Donoghue at 804-513-2546 with 

questions. 

King and Queen County Public Schools 

registering students for the 2020-21 Preschool 

program.  

2020 Chad Haynes Scholarship Fund 

Tournament 

Cancelled, if you have already paid, you will 

receive a refund. We would really appreciate if 

you would make a donation, as we are still 

going to give scholarship(s) in Chad's memory. 

This was all done with an abundance of caution 

a t  t h i s  t i m e .  V i s i t  o u r 

website www.chadhaynesgolf.org. 
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Classifieds  

SERVICES 

Norman’s Tree Service:  Tree 

removal, topping, trimming, 

stump grinding, brush chipping, 

storm damage and tractor work. 

No job too big or small,  75 ft. 

bucket truck. Free Estimates, 

reasonable prices.  Licensed & 

Insured. Locally owned  & 

operated.  Call 769-7197 

BUSINESS INTERNET 

SERVICE: If your business in 

King William would like to get 

the new Broadband Internet & 

Phone service, please contact me. 

I'm working with their regional 

rep, to help get people signed up. 

email: Ats@AylettVa.com                   

Call or text: 804-874-3294 

High Speed Internet 
Order the High Speed Satellite 

Internet that is now available in 

King William and King & Queen!                                     

Speeds up to 30-Mbps down and                     

3-Mbps up.                                                  

Starting at $70/month.   

Order now by Calling 874-3294 

Computer Services & Repair      
Home or Business 

Call Armistead @ 874-3294 
Call Armistead.com 

Steven’s Handyman Jr.:  

Reasonable, Quality Work, 

Well Experienced, Any type of 

Yard Work, Painting, 

Mulching, Tree Work, Grass 

Cutting,  Power Washing, 

Flooring and Decks etc. Free 

Estimates & Insured.             

Call 852-8403  

Auto Glass Installed: Bullzeye 

Glass, Windshield replacement,           

rock chip repair, same day                  

mobile service.                                                   

Direct billing for Insurance.                                                                                                            

Locally owned.                               

Call 804-335-4807 

 MALLORY ELECTRIC 
Residential and Commercial 

electrical service and installations 

Also generator installations. 

Licensed and insured. BBB.     

Call: 746-4350                                              
for Service and Phone quotes. 

Pressure Washing & 

Affordable Auto Detailing. Free 

Estimates. Vehicles Start At 

$80.00. Houses Start At $200.00. 

Decks, Gutters & Roof Cleaning. 

Call 804-901-8802 

C. A. HARVEY FLOORS, 

LLC.   Over  30 years of 

experience in installing and 

repairing hardwood and laminate 

floors.   We offer professional 

work at a reasonable price as well 

as being licensed and insured. 

Call for a  FREE estimate        

804-399-1124 

CLEANING BY GINA: Home 

and Office Cleaning. Quality 

work at affordable rates. 20 plus 

years experience. Licensed & 

Insured. References available 

upon request.  Contact                                             

Gina Lumpkin at: 804-822-1040 

Affordable Home Repairs 

Carpentry, Roofing, Siding, 

Replacement Windows, Gutters 

& Decks. 40 Years Experience. 

Licensed & Insured. BBB A+ 

Rating! Jim Martin 347-3812 

Colonial Grounds-Total Lawn 

Care, Locally owned and 

operated, very dependable, 

reasonable rates and  satisfaction 

guarantee.                                            

Call Rick Lowe for free 

estimates.                         

Licensed & Insured                                 

804-445-3943 

Sean’s Drain Cleaning Service 

LLC. Drain Cleaning inside/

outside & repair.  Toilets, sinks, 

showers and tubs. Free 

Estimates                               

Call: 804-387-6742 

Bobcat/Tractor 
Services, Driveway Grading, 

Light Excavation, Drainage/

Erosion Control, Bush-Hogging, 

General Landscaping 

Mulch:  Delivered/

Installed  Call (804) 761-6009 

 

 

LEE’S LAWN CARE PLUS- 

Top quality yard services: 

Mowing, trimming, leaf removal, 

mulching. Pruning, gutters, etc. 

Senior and competitor Price 

Discounts! Call 804-512-1345             

or  804-769-0358 

OLD MAN AND A MOWER 
Quality work at reasonable rates 

804-514-8293 

 

Day Of The Dog 

Will travel to you! 

Mobile Grooming, Dog Training, 

and Pet Sitting. Services can be 

performed outside weather 

permitting. Over 15 years of 

professional  experience. 

Call or text Ashley 

(804) 564-9345 

JOBS AVAILABLE 

 HELP WANTED HVAC 

Installer, Mechanic & Helper 

needed. Local.                           

Call: 804-514-5604 

Part Time: Seasonal Truck 
Driver with overtime 

opportunities, CDL, Drug Test, 

DMV Records required.        

Retired person welcomed.                  

Please apply in person E.O.E.                            

Aylett 804-769-9200            

Nutrien Ag Solutions 

ANIMAL SERVICES 

Boarding, Twin Ponds Kennels, 

Indoor/Outdoor runs, heated & air 

conditioned. Obedience Training       

& Gun Dog Training.                              

Call Patty or Danny Waltman                                      

769-3095 or 370-8793 

www.twinpondskennels.com 

DOG BOARDING: Indoor, 

outdoor, private runs, 

individual attention. 

Conveniently located 1/2 mile 

off 360 near Rt. 30.Reservation 

suggested. Edgewood Farm    

769-4838 

For sale 

1 Acre of land for sale in Essex 

County on Route 620 near 

Millers Tavern For $20,000.                

Please call 215-477-2040                                 

or 215-266-1745 

Buying  

We’re buying old items, 

antiques, old tools, old guns, 

swords, guitars & other 

instruments, military items, 

fishing equipment and other old 

items. If you’re cleaning out a 

house, shed, attic, etc.,                     

or having a yard sale,                                 

Call: 337-5329 

 

In an attempt to learn electronics 

repair, I'm looking for old or 

broken vintage stereo equipment 

and speakers, guitar amps, etc to 

clean up and fix up. Must be     

Free or cheap. Call or Text                 

804-874-3294 THANKS 

For rent 

Home For Rent St. Stephens 

Church area. Available May 15th, 

Monthly Rent $750. 3 Bedrooms, 

1 Bath. No Pets                        

Call (804) 769-1282 

Small 2 bedroom cottage in 

wooded Rural area near Aylett. 

$675 month. Must have god job, 

good credit and $695.00 deposit. 

Call Joe 804-909-2471 

tel:(804)%20761-6009
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74 Timberland Road 
King William, VA 23086 

• Plumbing Repairs & Boilers 

• Additions & Renovations 
• Residential & Commercial 

Lawn Tractors ● Chain Saws ● Mow-

Place your Ad in the            

Country Courier                     

We are delivered to over  

8,000 mailboxes! 

 Also view your ad online 

www.countrycouriernews.com                                   

E-mail: 

Office@countrycouriernews.com 
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