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Photos by Cool Spring staff 

  Cool Spring Primary School hosted a 

Career Day on Thursday, June 6th. This 

was an exciting time for the students and 

staff as they were able to explore 

different local and statewide careers. 

Kelley Spott, school counselor, and 

Ashley White, music teacher, 

coordinated this engaging event for 

students in preschool through second 

grade. 

  Ms. Spott stated, ñWe were delighted to 

have numerous parents of the students as 

presenters and volunteers for the day. 

We would like to THANK the presenters 

for helping to expand the knowledge of 

our students: Aylett Animal Hospital, 

Dixonôs Automotive Repair, Fairlea 

Farm, King William Fire and EMS, 

LifeEvac 3, Lumpkin Towing, Riverside 

Farm, School Resource Officer, Sun 

Tribe Solar, Virginia, Virginia Marine 

Resource Commission. Virginia State 

Police, and Whimsyôs Menagerie 

Chinchilla Rescue. 

  I was thrilled to bring this opportunity 

to Cool Spring Primary School this year. 

I wanted the students to have an open 

mind to different careers and explore 

different avenues. IT WAS A HUGE 

SUCCESS. I look forward to making 

this an annual learning experience for 

students.ò  

Please see Career Day, on page 14 

Career Day Hosted 

by Cool Spring  

Primary School 

By Danny Clark  

  On June 3rd the King and Queen Country planning commission heard all aspects of an application made by Open Roads Renewables, and Walnut 

Solar. Dominion Energy may be a possible partner. If approved a 1,774 acre solar farm will be located in the Buena Vista District. South of Lewis 

B. Puller Memorial Highway, east of Pear Tree Avenue and east of York River Road. There will be more public hearings in the fall in the General 

District Courthouse. The board of supervisors will have the final approval. There was a large turnout at the June 3rd public hearing. Donna E. 

Sprouse assistant zoning Administrator said, "The community wants information about this project as it moves forward."  

Solar Farm Coming To King & Queen? 

King and Queen planning commission members listens to public comments 

The Sebastian Marie 

The Sebastian Marie heading up the Mattaponi 

Capt. Ryland Fleet in the wheelhouse, his wife Monika and dog Blitzen on deck. 

By Armistead Saffer 
 

  The Sebastian Marie created quite a social 

media frenzy as she traveled the Pamunkey 

and Mattaponi rivers over the Memorial 

Day weekend. 

  What started as a dream about 15 years 

ago has now become a reality. Ryland Fleet 

is now getting used to being addressed as 

Captain Fleet stated, ñI started with a 

napkin and a #2 pencil that I sharpened on 

the concrete to make the first 

drawing.ò Inspired by the adventures of 

Tom Sawyer and Huckleberry Finn which 

involved traveling down the Mississippi on 

a raft with a tent on it, the Sebastian Marie 

took seven years to build. Eli Hubbard has 

been a vital part of building this vessel, he 

toiled in extreme conditions for seven 

years. 

Please see Sebastian Marie on page 14 
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A 121 Year  

Tradition of Caring  

 Bennett Funeral Home was established in 1897 to serve the needs of 

Richmond families.  Since then, this locally owned and operated business has 

continued to serve the community with its unique combination of caring and 

convenience. 

 This tradition of excellence  can be seen in the four beautiful chapels 

located throughout the Richmond area: centrally located on Cutshaw Avenue in 

the city, on Broad Street Road past Innsbrook, serving the Hanover-

Mechanicsville area on Lee-Davis Road and Chesterfield Chapel on Ashbrook 

Pkwy. in Chesterfield. All four facilities are under the personal direction of 

Charles D. Morehead, President. 

 In a time of need, you can turn to Bennett Funeral Home with trust and 

confidence.  It serves families of all faiths with personal service, before, during, 

and after.  There is a long tradition of professionalism and caring. 

 One way in which Bennett cares for families, is by offering a convenient 

and personalized pre-need program.  Through this program pre-need planning, you 

can spare your loved ones the burden of making decisions at an emotional time.  

Call Bennett Funeral Home at 746-8665 to schedule a pre-planning consultation.

BENNETT funeral home 

Caring Since 1897 

  The Middle Peninsula Chapter of Virginia 

Master Naturalists has received its official 

charter from the state organization. The chapter 

serves Gloucester, Mathews, Middlesex, King 

and Queen, and King William counties and 

will hold its first basic training class for new 

volunteers this fall. Chapter leaders have been 

busy planning for the new chapter for more 

than a year, writing bylaws and an operating 

handbook, developing a website, and 

organizing service projects designed to serve 

the Middle Peninsula. 

  Chapter president Doug Dwoyer notes, 

ñMembers of the new chapter are all working 

hard to make it a success for the community.  

Weôre looking forward to the new cohort of 

members from the first Basic Training class to 

double our efforts!"   

  The Virginia Master Naturalist program is a 

statewide corps of knowledgeable volunteers 

providing education, outreach, and service 

dedicated to the beneficial management of 

natural resources and natural areas within their 

communities. Interested Virginians become 

master naturalists through training and 

volunteer service. Each year members commit 

to eight hours of advanced training and 40 

hours of community service. 

  For more information about Middle Peninsula 

Chapter, visit our website at https://

middlepeninsulamasternaturalists.com/ or 

email us at midpenmn@gmail.com. 

Middle Peninsula Master Naturalists witness the signing of their charter.  

Left to Right Back Row: Kat Sharpe, Betsy Dern, Susan Walton, Sherry Flory, Bill Blair, John 

Ericson; Middle Row Joanie Haury, Jan Towne, Jan Tyndall, John Powell, Margaret Greene, 

Felicity Rask, Rose Sullivan, Elisabeth Carozza-Wilkins; Front Row Doug Dwoyer, Chapter 

President and Karen Duhring, Chapter Advisor 

New Master Naturalist Chapter for Middle Peninsula 

Receives Charter 

  I can't believe we are almost half way through June. I have been 

spending so much time on the lawn mower days are rolling by. The 

yard looks really nice with all the rain, but I am ready for some 

sunshine and a few days of recreation. Summer vacation is here for 

all school students, and the summer of 2019 begins. I hope you will 

get a chance to enjoy this time of the year.  

 

Take care until next time. 
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Equine Talk Sponsored by: 

360 Hardware and T-Town Tack  

 

  On Wednesday, May 29, Howard Hill, 

President of King & Queen County Farm 

Bureau, presented Kathryn Bland the 2019 

King & Queen County Farm Bureau 

$1,000 scholarship. Kathryn is a senior at 

West Point High School and will be 

attending Christopher Newport University 

in the Fall. She plans to major in 

Elementary Education and pursue a 

teaching career. Kathryn is the daughter of 

Robert and Michele Bland, of King & 

Queen.  Robert is a local farmer and a 

member of King & Queen County Farm 

Bureau. Each year, King & Queen County 

Farm Bureau awards a scholarship to a 

graduating senior. Each year, King & 

Queen County Farm Bureau awards a 

scholarship to a graduating senior. These 

scholarships are only available to Farm 

Bureau members within the County. 

 Congratulations Kathryn! We wish you 

the best in all your future endeavors. 

King & Queen County Farm Bureau  

$1,000 scholarship 

Kathryn Bland and Howard Hill 

Circle Flies 
    

By Allen Brintley and ñPipò 

 

  I have had some people tell me that 

they use dryer sheets as bug and fly 

repellant. According to one lady, she 

uses them on herself when working 

outside. She clips one to her collar and 

it even keeps the mayflies from biting 

her. She said her son would laugh at 

her until he got tired of being bit and 

now he uses one himself. She uses a 

safety pin but I think I would go with a 

bread tie on my animal so if it came 

off unexpectedly it would harm 

anybody. Keep the sharp ends pointed 

away from your animal also. She said 

it didnôt really seem to make a 

difference if it was a name brand or a 

generic but that got my mind to 

thinking about the different type of 

horses and the ones I might use. If I 

had a young horse or one that was high 

strung, I might go with a Downey 

dryer sheet to help calm them. If I had 

an old slow horse, I might go with a 

Bounce dryer sheet for some extra 

energy. But knowing Pip like I do, I 

think she is more of a Snuggle type 

mule. 

  An old farmer went to an event to 

hear this fast talking city slicker tell 

everyone how he was going to help the 

country folks. As the city slicker was 

talking, he kept swatting at some flies 

that were buzzing around his head. The 

old farmer spoke up and asked ñYaôll 

having some problems with them 

circle flies?ò The city slicker said 

ñWell yes, if thatôs what theyôre called. 

Iôve never heard of circle flies.ò The 

old farmer replies ñCircle flies hang 

around farms. Theyôre called circle 

flies because theyôre almost always 

found circling around piles of 

manure.ò ñOh!ò said the city slicker 

and went back to talking. But a 

moment later he stopped and looked at 

the farmer and bluntly asked ñAre you 

trying to say that Iôm full of crap?ò 

The old farmer said ñNo sir, I have too 

much respect for you and my fellow 

citizens to say that you are full of it.ò 

The city slicker said ñGood.ò Then the 

old farmer said ñBut itôs hard to fool 

them circle flies!ò  

  Y o u  c a n  e m a i l  m e  a t 

Allen@TwinRiversRealty.com or call 

690-7870. Iôll see you on the trails.  



W e d n e s d a y ,  J u n e  1 2             T h e  C o u n t r y  C o u r i e r                                            p a g e  5  

 

  Congratulations to the Aylett Country Day Schoolôs softball team for winning the 

Northern Neck District Softball Championship! The Lady Patriots defeated Montross 

Middle School 10-5 for the win. The team finished with an 8-1 record. 

L to R: Coach Jay Courtney, AK Martz, Jaylah Mercer, Bailee Beasley, Jadyn 

Courtney, Garnett Davis, Sarah Kosek, Katie Carlton, Channing Lewis, Emme 

Shackelford, Addie Kosek, and Coach Sue Shearwood.  Not pictured: Coach Taylor 

Hayes, Blair Dooley, Caitlin Dooley, and Lizzie Owens 

Aylett Country Day School  

Softball Champions 

ñWhen you reach the end of your rope, tie a knot in it and hang on.ò  

Franklin D. Roosevelt 
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Dear Editor, 

 

King William County Schools - A Money Pit? 

 

  Citizens want good public schools, all of us 

do. What is becoming more clear with the 

details emerging  is the poor decision making 

of our School Board, the Superintendent and 

the Board of Supervisors. They should be 

ashamed of themselves for their selfishness and 

greed exhibited by the vast sums of their fellow 

citizens hard earned tax dollars being wasted. 

 At the last Board of Supervisors meeting Dr. 

White, K.W County School Superintendent 

gave the B.O.S an update on the renovation 

work at Hamilton -Holmes school. I inquired 

with Supervisors Hansen and Ehrhart (the only 

two that seemed concerned with the runaway 

costs) and could not get a specific number as to 

how much this project to date has went over 

budget. You may recall the original estimate 

was around 12.5 million. Ehrhart shared that 

the ñroof workò has turned out to be much 

more expensive. In the very same news article 

in this last edition of the Country Courier a 

study from ABM (facility management firm) 

cites some $4.900,000 is needed to address 

what is cited as a ñcritical maintenance needs 

at the 4 schoolsò. 

 For some backdrop I contacted Dr. White to 

confirm budget numbers I wanted to cite from 

the years of 2012 and 2019-20. Actual 

expenditures (minus debt service) for those two 

budget years were respectively $20.969,520  

(2012) and $25.076,701 in the current year. 

Over the last 10 years (by the schools own 

admission) the change in Student Count is 

ZERO. I confirmed the accuracy of the 

information I use. The first question is the 

obvious one. How with no additional students 

does a school budget climb over $4.000,000 in 

such a short period of time? But I digress, letôs 

get back to the current spending on the 

Hamilton Holmes renovation, the.. ñnew call 

for another $4.900,000. to address the  critical 

maintenance needs . 

  Cost overruns at Hamilton-Holmes aside, lets 

address the arranging of misplaced priorities , a 

sole responsibility at the feet of the School 

Board Members and the Supervisors that 

approve this nonsense. How many of you out 

there who had a roof leaking, or a foundation 

crumbling would opt instead to spend your 

own money adding aesthetics before fixing the 

roof or the foundation?  

  If 15% of the Hamilton -Holmes cost were 

aesthetic niceities (some $2,000,000) that 

should have been spent on the critical 

maintenance needs that are now why they are 

coming back to ask for another $ 4.900.000  

 Only in the public sector do you have this kind 

of financial travesty go on. 

 

Bob Shannon,     

King William T.E.A Party  

(Taxed Enough Already) 

 

Letter to the Editor  

  King William Sheriffôs Investigators have 

arrested and charged 19 year old Dylan 

Wayne Hall in connection with stolen guns 

and two vehicles from King William 

between May 25 and May 28.  Hall has been 

charged at this time with two felony theft of 

firearms and one misdemeanor of stealing 

less than $500 in cash. During the 

investigation numerous tips of information 

came in aiding in the recovery of two stolen 

vehicles from King William and one stolen 

vehicle from Richmond. Investigators 

identified Hall as a suspect after posting a 

photo of the suspect at the crime scene by a 

home video monitoring system on social 

media.  Hall was quickly identified as the 

person in the photo and Investigators 

confirmed that through various pieces of 

information that came in. Investigation into 

the whereabouts of Hall led them to Amelia 

County where with the assistance of the 

Amelia Sheriffôs Office, Hall was found and 

arrested without incident. 

  This investigation is still ongoing and more 

charges are expected in the near future. Hall 

appeared before the King William General 

District Court this morning (6-6-19) and on a 

motion by the Commonwealthsô Attorney, is 

being held without bond until preliminary 

hearing date of July 25th. 

Fatherôs Day Memory of 

George E. Powell 

  On Fatherôs Day your memory is my keep-

sake; with which Iôll never part.  

God keeps you in His loving arms...  

But, I keep you in my heart. 

 Happy Fatherôs Day in Heaven to my Daddyé 

Missing you more that words can say, 

Your Daughter, Lynette 

Letters to the Editor 
   We welcome signed letters to the editor. Each letter must 

carry the writers signature, full valid address, and daytime 

phone number. We reserve the right to edit for accuracy, 

brevity, clarity, legality, and taste. We do not guarantee that 

every letter received will be published. Letters reflect the 

opinions and positions of the writers and not The Country  

Courier. 

Thank You 

  This is to the lady who paid for my 

groceries at the Food Lion at Central 

Garage on Memorial Day. 
  I was wearing my Viet Nam hat, she 

thanked me for my service, then after she 

checked out, she stood around (I assumed 

she was waiting for someone else) while 

I was putting my groceries in the basket, 

she came around me and paid the cashier. 

I was so dazzled I didn't get her name. I 

just want to say there are still some 

wonderful people in this world, and this 

was one of them. 

  If you read this, please contact me at 

769-0812 or 445-5503.  
 

H.C. (Rick) Hamlett 

ARREST MADE IN THEFT OF GUNS/ AUTOMOBILES  
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Call Us Today: 804-357-4940 
DS Mitchell Electric, Inc.ð11860 W. River Rd #D, Aylett, Virginia 23009 

Website: dsmelectricinc.com        Email: dsmitchellelectric@gmail.com 

Generator Sales & Installation:  
DS Mitchell Electric can provide a Turn Key Generator Installation, 
and we will work with your local gas company. Contact us for a Free 
EstimateðWe will beat any competitorôs quoted price. 

DS Mitchell Electric is your trusted source in Central VA for residential and commercial 
electrical services and products with over 18 years of experience. Our electrical 
contractors provide first class service when you need it and we specialize in everything 
from breaker panel replacement to landscape lighting and of course everything in 
between. We're 100% committed to customer satisfaction in everything we do.  

 Providing Quality Service for over 18 Years 

Locally Owned & Operated 
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WRIGHT  

 

WRIGHT, Daniel L. 

ñDannyò, 77, of 

Mechanicsville, passed 

away on Friday May 31, 

2019. He is preceded in 

death by his brothers, 

Richard Wright, Thomas 

Wright Jr.; sisters, 

El izabeth Nichol ls, 

Margaret A. Snellings, and Mary Ellyn Stone. 

Danny is survived by his wife of 60 years, 

Carol K. Wright; children, Cynthia Wright, 

Tim Wright and his wife, Sandrine; Kristen 

Beale and her husband, Lee; Leslie Ormond 

and her husband, Paul; brother, John ñJerryò 

Wright; 14 grandchildren; 4 great-

grandchildren; and many other family 

members and friends. Danny served our 

country in the United States Army in 1959; 

he joined the State Police as a trooper in 

1963, and became a Prince William Deputy 

Sherriff in 1965. In 1973 Danny became a jail 

inspector with the Virginia Department of 

Corrections, and wrote the first mandated 

training program for local jailors; and he 

introduced the first bible study lessons 

offered to inmates. In 1975 he was employed 

by the Law Enforcement Officers Training 

and Standards Commission as a Field 

Representative. He served for 8 years, leaving 

to become a district manager for Eastern 

Kodak Chemical Division, becoming one of 

four top salesmen in the nation and serving 

for 10 years.  Danny returned to the 

Department of Criminal Justice Services as a 

Field Representative, overseeing training 

programs for correctional officers state wide, 

director of self defense training for law 

enforcement officers, and later promoted to 

investigator of Private Security. Danny 

retired from the State of Virginia in 2003 

with 40 years of law enforcement services. 

During his career and life he served his 

community on the Board of Supervisors for 

King William County for 16 years, and the 

local jail board, announced youth football 

games for 4 years, had involvement with the 

building of the new courthouse, animal 

shelter, and the Mount Oliver Housing 

Project, founder of the county day parade and 

celebration, started a youth car club and street 

dances for Prince William youth when he 

lived in northern Virginia. Danny was a 

dedicated member of Sharon Baptist Church, 

and his priorities were God, family, friends, 

country, work hard, never pass judgment, and 

treat others with respect. The family will 

receive friends on Monday, June 3, 2019 

from 2pm-4pm and 6pm-8pm at Bennett 

Funeral Home, Mechanicsville Chapel 8014 

Lee Davis Rd. Mechanicsville, VA 23111. A 

funeral service will be conducted on Tuesday, 

June 4, 2019 at 1pm at Sharon Baptist 

Church, 901 Sharon Rd. King William, VA 

23086. Interment will follow in the church 

cemetery.  In lieu of flowers memorial 

contributions may be made to Sharon Baptist 

Church Building Fund. Please visit 

www.bennettfuneralhomes.com  to share 

online condolences with the family. 

ELLIOTT  

 

C a r o l y n  J e a n 

Elliott, age 74, of King 

William, passed away 

while in the loving 

presence of her family 

Tuesday evening, May 

21, 2019. She was born 

July 4, 1944, in 

Bridgeville, DE, the daughter of the late 

Norman and Anna Mae Hill Morgan. Carolyn 

was a strong, determined and fiercely 

independent lady. After graduating high school, 

Carolyn met her late husband of 38 years, 

Lowell Wray Elliott, in Seaford, DE. The pair 

married and started a family before moving to 

Richmond, VA. Carolyn retired from the 

Commonwealth of Virginia and was a devoted 

wife, mother, grandmother and great 

grandmother. She enjoyed gardening, 

Christmas, traveling and spending time with her 

chi ldren, grandchi ldren and great 

grandchildren. Carolyn is survived by three 

daughters and their spouses, Cheryl Lynne 

Greenday (Autie) of Mechanicsville, Gwynne 

Ann Bailey (Walt) of King William, Stacie 

Elliott Duff (Katie) of Glen Allen; one son, 

Lowell Wray Elliott Jr. of King William; 

several grandchildren, Jennifer and Eric J. 

Greenday, Megan and Michael A. Peterson, 

Dylan A. Bailey and Tyler A. Bailey, Harrison 

S. Duff and Grayson L. Duff; and two great 

grandchildren, Addilyn M. Greenday and 

Brayden R. Peterson. She also leaves many 

other family members, friends and neighbors 

who will fondly miss her. Funeral services will 

be held at 10 a.m. Tuesday, May 28, 2019, at 

the Church of Redeemer in Mechanicsville. 

Burial will follow in the Dale Memorial Park in 

Chesterfield. Visitation is from 6 to 8 p.m. 

Monday, May 27, 2019 at Woody Funeral 

Home on Shady Grove Road in Mechanicsville. 

Throughout her life, Carolyn was devoted to 

animals. She was active as a rescue volunteer 

and animal caregiver up until her passing.  She 

is reuniting in death with her three beloved 

rescued companions, Taylor, Brinkley and 

Brandy. Those who choose to give a gift in 

honor Carolyn are asked to make a memorial 

contribution to the SPCA of Richmond. 

 

CREASEY 

 

Creasey, Robert Wesley III, 61, of King 

William, made his journey home May 13. 

Robbie survived by his mother Molean Slate 

Wood, daughters Frances Creasey, Rhonda 

Acosta and son Robert ñBuzzò Creasey IIII; six 

grandchildren, Taylor, Kyle, Zane, Logan, 

Mollie and Ryan. Robbie was a devoted son 

and a kind father. Robbie was passionate about 

arrow head hunting, he spent most of his life on 

the Pamunkey River catching catfish, but he 

always kept his fishing holes a secret, he was 

filled with knowledge on history, and loved to 

give a lesson. Robbie was a staunch republican. 

He could often be found around the county 

discussing politics and the stock market. His art 

of story telling could not be matched. He never 

met a stranger. We will miss his smile the most. 

He was the happiest man in the world. Robbie 

leaves behind two stinky hound dogs, lollipop 

and robin. 

Obituaries 

http://www.bennettfuneralhomes.com
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CARTER 

Rebecca  Ba l l a rd 

Carter, 66 of St. 

Stephens Church Va 

went to be with her 

Lord and Savior on 

Monday May 27th 

2019 .  She was 

preceded in death by 

her parents Richard Ballard and Betty 

Nixon; her grandson Thomas Allen Lane 

III. She is survived by her loving husband 

Billy Carter; children Bill Carter 

(Candice), Becky Lane (Allen) and Betty 

Seay (Bryan), grandchildren; KateLynn 

Seay, Anna Lane and Abby Lane; her 

loving siblings, Richard Ballard (Cindy), 

Nancy Kuhn (Roger) and Robert Ballard 

(Violet); her aunt and best friend Patricia 

Davis and numerous nephews, nieces and 

cousins. Becky worked for many years at 

Henrico Doctors hospital where she 

eventually retired to spend time with her 

grandchildren. Becky was the best wife, 

mother and friend that anyone could ask 

for. The family will receive friends 6 to 8 

p.m., Thursday, May 30 at Blileyôs-

Central, 3801 Augusta Ave. A private 

graveside service will be held for the 

family. 

Obituaries, continued 

  Ron Etter, Director of Planning for 

King William County, will be the guest 

speaker for the King William County 

Democratic Committee meeting on 

Tuesday, June 18th at 6:30 PM at the 

King William County Library located at 

694 Sharon Road.  

  Mr. Etter will review the roles and 

responsibilities of the Planning Office, 

an overview of the current development 

in the County and a discussion of the 

ongoing process of updating the 

Comprehensive Plan and the Zoning and 

Subdivision Ordinances. He will also 

discuss how citizens can and will be 

involved in this process.  

  Questions from the audience will be 

welcome. All interested citizens are 

invited to attend. 

King William 

Planning Director to 

Speak at KW 

Democratic Meeting 

ñBetter to remain silent and be 

thought a fool than to speak out 

and remove all doubt.ò  

Unknown 
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  Jesse J. Sanchez, 12th grade student at 

King William High School wrote and read 

an essay on ñWhy My Vote Mattersò. His 

essay won first place at Post 9501 and third 

place at the District VFW. He received 

certificates and awards from both 

competitions. 

   Alphonso Edwards, III, a 6th grade 

student at Hamilton Holmes School 

expressed his views on ñWhy I Honor the 

American Flagò. He was awarded a 

certificate and award. 

 Chief Master Sergeant (RET) James 

Winstead, Jr. AFJROTC teacher at King 

William High School was recognized 

ñTeacher of the Yearò for his dedicated 

work with the AFJROTC  and many years 

of support at the Veterans of Foreign Wars 

Post 9501 Memorial Programs. He 

received an award from the Post 

 The recipients of the $1000 Patriots 

Scholarship were given to seniors Candice 

Dungee, King William High School, 

Minajhadore Redd and Destinee Brooks, 

King & Queen Central High School. All 

awards were given during the VFW 

Veterans Memorial Program held at Post 

9501 on May 26, 2019. Many thanks to all 

the participants! 

 Awards Given at Post 9501 

Chief Master Sergeant (Ret) James Winstead Jr. Past Commander, James Brown 

$1000 Patriot Scholarship awarded to: (not in order) Candice Dungee, Minajhadore 

Redd and Destinee Brooks 

Alphonso Edwards, III 6th grade at Hamilton 

Holmes School Patriots Pen winner, Auxil-

iary President Frances Gwathmey 

Jesse J. Sanchez 12 grade at K.W. high 

school VOD winner 
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Blue Skies & Sunny weather Greet Pow-Wow Goers 

Native Americans in full regalia during the Grand Entry.  

By Gene Campbell 
 

  For thirty-two years the Upper Mattaponi 

Indian Tribe has invited the community to 

experience the Native American culture at 

their Annual Spring Festival and Native 

American Pow-Wow on Memorial Day 

weekend. My father never missed one.  I 

always look forward to the dancing and 

singing beginning with the Grand Entry at 

high noon to the display of Native 

American crafts and delicious food served 

up while visiting and renewing old 

friendships. Pow-Wows preserve the rich 

heritage of American Indians and King 

William County is PROUD and fortunate 

to have the Upper Mattaponi, Mattaponi 

and Pamunkey Tribes within its borders.  

The Mattaponi Indian Tribe will be having 

their 24th Annual Pow-Wow Saturday, 

June 15th at their reservation in King 

William - you can find more information 

online on their Facebook page. 
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Contributed by Dawn Shank - MPRA 

  The Mattaponi & Pamunkey Rivers 

Associationôs 29th Annual River 

Stewardship Day cleanup is Saturday, 

June 22. A volunteerôs picnic will be held 

before the cleanup on Friday, June 21 

from 6 until 8 PM at Campbellôs Pavilion 

on the Mattaponi. Pre-registration for the 

picnic is required. MPRA will distribute 

trash bags and assign cleanup sites prior to 

dinner. MPRA encourages people to pick 

up trash along highways, as well as along 

riverbanks and boat landings. Meet 

Eugene Rivara at 9 AM Saturday morning 

at the Walkerton Boat Landing to clean 

area boat landings or volunteers can pick 

up and dispose of trash themselves on 

their own time. Visit the link on our 

website: mpra,org to sign up online. For 

more information or to join the MPRA, 

v i s i t  ou r  webs i te  o r  ema i l 

matpamrivers@gmail.com.   

MPRA 29th Annual River Stewardship Day 

The MPRA is dedicated to the history, ecology, scenic landscape, recreation, and 

economy of the Mattaponi and Pamunkey Rivers.  

If your family or business would like to join the MPRA, just visit our website: mpra.org 

You can also follow us on Facebook at facebook.com/MPRA.org 

By Gene Campbell 

 

  The heated contest between incumbent 

Chris Peace and challenger Hanover 

Supervisor Scott Wyatt to be the 

Republican Party nominee in the 97th 

Legislative District (consisting of New 

Kent, and parts of Hanover and King 

William Counties) of the House of 

Delegates has been anything but 

normal.  Peace won the recent June 1 

party canvass (or firehouse primary) 

gathering 93% of the 2,448 votes cast and 

claimed the nomination.  In King William 

Peace defeated Wyatt by a vote of 321 to 

35.  

  The process of selecting a Republican 

nominee in the 97th District has been 

embroiled in controversy from the 

beginning.  A Legislative District 

Committee (LDC) composed of a 

representative from each county oversees 

the selection of a nominee.  A party 

convention was scheduled for May 4th to 

select the nominee but was canceled on 

May 1st at an LDC committee meeting 

due to logistic problems at the proposed 

convention site Hanover High 

School.  The LDC voted to hold a June 

1st party canvass or firehouse primary 

instead at this meeting. The Wyatt 

campaign proceeded with the May 4th 

convention in which Wyatt claimed 

victory.  Since then the Wyatt campaign 

has filed an appeal challenging the LDC 

committee's decision to cancel the May 

4th convention and hold a June 1st 

firehouse primary.  

  At this point, it appears the courts may 

have to decide who the nominee will be. 

Stay tuned.....as Yogi Berra would say, "it 

ain't over till it's over."  

Peace is Landslide Victor in  

Firehouse Primary 

Peace campaign signs greet voters enter-

ing the polling place at the King William 

Ruritan Club. 

ñThe past cannot be changed. The future is yet in your power.ò  

Unknown 

mailto:matpamrivers@gmail.com


P a g e  1 4                                              T h e  C o u n t r y  C o u r i e r                  W e d n e s d a y ,  J u n e  1 2  

 

 

By Gregory Dorsey 

 

  Chesapeake Bay Governorôs School 

(CBGS) students were awarded the 

Presidentôs Volunteer Service Award on 

May 20th. The nationally recognized 

award encourages citizens to live a life of 

service to better our country and its 

citizensô lives. The award comes in three 

tiers: the bronze, silver, and the gold. 

Jewel Mitchell (King William H.S.), 

Rosalina Volo (King William H.S.), Tahi 

Wiggins (Northumberland H.S.), and 

Elizabeth Wilding (Middlesex H.S.) 

earned the bronze award with over 100 

hours of service over the course of a year. 

Roman Cutler (Lancaster H.S.) won the 

silver award for over 175 hours of service 

within a year. If you represent a school or 

a non-profit and would like to learn about 

honoring your volunteers with the 

Presidentôs Volunteer Service Award, visit 

t h e i r  w e b s i t e  a t  h t t p s : / /

www.presidentialserviceawards.org.  

Local Students Earn Presidentôs Volunteer Service Award          

CBGS students win Presidentôs Volunteer Award. From left: Rosalina Volo (KWHS), Elizabeth 

Wilding (MHS), Tahi Wiggins (NHS), Roman Cutler (LHS) Not pictured: Jewell Mitchell (KWHS) 

(Photo courtesy of CBGS)  

Career Day, continued from front page 

NOTE FROM WRITER:  

  It was noted the groups of small children 

moving from one presenter to another 

were so well behaved, quiet, polite and 

listened to each presenter.  When it came 

to question time,  some children were told 

they could not tell a story but ask a  

question. One man who was talking about 

towing was asked about the vehicle on the 

tow truck. It was a Polaris RZK ï a side 

by side UTV.  

  One presenter had a cow named Turtle 

and a calf. One child wanted to know if 

boy cows could give milk. This event was 

well organized and interesting to children 

and adults. 

  Built in New Kent, she is designed to be 

dissembled for transport.  The vessel was 

reassembled and launched in Piney Point in 

September 2018. 

  The vessel is 97 feet in overall length, 25 

feet wide, with a draft of 26". She weighs 

85,000 pounds dry. Fuel capacity is 900 

gallons, giving a range of 2,400 miles. There 

are 240 gallons of fresh water on board.  She 

is satellite guided with autopilot. Human 

waste is incinerated rather than conventional 

storage/treatment and discharge.  She is 

powered by an 85 horsepower turbocharged 

diesel engine consuming 2.3 gallons of fuel 

per hour and has a top speed of 8mph.  The 

tent on the forward deck and landing ramp 

provides insulated guest quarters and an 

outdoor kitchen.  The camper aboard is a 

Casita, similar to an Airstream, but 

fiberglass constructed. 

  ñThis vessel was designed and built for the 

sole purpose of amusing me.ò Stated Fleet. 

ñI'm getting used to Capt. Ryland Fleet and 

enjoying that title partly out of respect for 

Capt. Henry Fleete, my ancestor.ò  The 

Sebastian Marieôs home is on the Pamunkey 

River in New Kent County.  Ryland, 

accompanied by his wife Monika and dog 

Blitzen, plans to cruise the rivers and 

Intracoastal Waterway and enjoy the stark 

beauty of those places. 

For more pictures of the Sebastian Marie please visit 
my website: CallArmistead.com/SebastianMarie 

Sebastian Marie, continued from front page 
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  Troop 53 Girl Scouts in KW. The Junior girls completed rebuilding of the school 

benches at Acquinton Elementary for their Bronze Award. Now Acquinton has 2 new 

BUDDY BENCHES.  

LMES Book Buddies 

  Lawson-Marriott Elementary School's 

PK and 5th grade teachers, Miss Hardy 

and Miss Binns, have teamed up to offer 

their students a fun and engaging 

enrichment experience.  The 5th grade 

students read to their PK Book Buddy, 

but on occasion, the PK students will 

steal the show by pointing out letters and 

words they have learned, or inventing 

their own story using picture clues.   

  This partnership is not only 

strengthening the older students' fluency 

and confidence, but building strong 

relationships among students and a love 

of learning that will last a lifetime.  

Scouts Build Benches for Acquinton School 

  Arts Alive is proud to announce the C. 

Herbert Brown, Jr. Performing Arts 

Scholarship has been awarded to Janiece 

Deveaux, a senior from West Point High 

School.  Janiece plans to attend University of 

Central Florida and major in Musical Theatre.  

This $1,000 scholarship was established in 

memory of founder, president, and director C. 

Herbert Brown, Jr., and is designed to help 

graduating high school seniors from the Arts 

Alive service areas of the Town of West Point, 

and the counties of King William, New Kent, 

and King and Queen who plan to major in the 

performing arts or music education.  

Janiece Deveaux Awarded 

Arts Alive Scholarship 


