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Itôs Never Too Lateé 

Wreaths Across America 

Supervisor Bill Hodges (center) presents a resolution honoring Al Sparks to Al's widow Brenda and son Robbie. 

King William Schools & County Offices will soon have High Speed Internet 

Story by Florence Cooke 

  Usually when people reach their 60ôs, they start thinking 

about their retirement, taking it easy and doing the fun 

things that are on their bucket list. Not so for a Manquin 

couple, Jack and Lynn Barbour. This energetic couple has 

not slowed down but just shifted gears and gone into new 

directions. 

  About eight years ago the couple flew to Wisconsin for a 

family funeral and stayed with Lynnôs aunt and uncle. The 

aunt was a third generation soap maker. Jack went 

downstairs with the aunt to watch her make soap, while 

Lynn stayed upstairs talking with her Uncle, who was a 

Methodist Minister. When the batch of soap was finished, 

Jack told Lynn they should learn the family business. He 

was excited by the possibilities of a new adventure 

handcrafting natural soap products. Throughout their visit, 

Lynn had several discussions with her uncle about the field 

of work she was doing. It was in one of these 

conversations, that he asked her when she was going to 

answer Godôs call. Jack and Lynn were already senior 

citizens but still working ï Jack at Dominion Energy and 

Lynn in healthcare. 

  The couple started the soap business and it grew. They 

enjoyed making the soap, expanded the business into other 

skin care products and sold them at craft shows. Customers 

sought them out and Lynn and Jack felt their products were 

helping others feel better. At the shows, they were able to 

meet new people, some of whom became friends. The 

business continued growing. Jack retired two years ago, 

and Lynn went part time in Healthcare to focus on the 

business.  

Please see BARBOUR, on page 11. 

By Gene Campbell  

 

  Scott Rogers, Richmond branch manager for Lumos Networks, spoke to 

the King William County Board of Supervisors at their December 17th 

meeting updating them on the progress of the high speed internet service 

they are installing for the county schools.  
   Lumos Networks is under contract with the schools to provide high speed 

internet service and the county is paying an additional $50,000 to extend the 

service to the county offices and courthouse complex from Hamilton Holmes 

Middle School. To offset the cost, the schools are using the state's e-rate 

reimbursement program which will reimburse them 80% of the cost. Lumos has 

installed the fiber-optic network along Rt. 360 from Hanover and down Rt. 30 to 

the schools. Rogers also said this will give businesses and organizations along the 

route an opportunity in the future to get high speed internet. The schools should 

be "on line" sometime in January with service to the county offices soon 

thereafter.  

 

In other matters: 

1. The family of Al Sparks, long time volunteer and founding member of the 

Mattaponi Rescue Squad who passed away recently, was presented with a 

resolution honoring Al's service to the community. 

2. Approved resolution 18-69 amending annual leave accrual schedules and sick 

leave for Fire/EMS, Sheriff's Deputies and E-911 Dispatchers...and approved 

resolution 18-70 amending the pay and classification schedule and salary 

adjustments for deputies and dispatchers in the Sheriff's Office. Sheriff Walton 

said this will help with recruiting and minimize turnover.   

 

Please see INTERNET , on page 3. 
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A 121 Year  

Tradition of Caring  

 Bennett Funeral Home was established in 1897 to serve the needs of 

Richmond families.  Since then, this locally owned and operated business has 

continued to serve the community with its unique combination of caring and 

convenience. 

 This tradition of excellence  can be seen in the four beautiful chapels 

located throughout the Richmond area: centrally located on Cutshaw Avenue in 

the city, on Broad Street Road past Innsbrook, serving the Hanover-

Mechanicsville area on Lee-Davis Road and Chesterfield Chapel on Ashbrook 

Pkwy. in Chesterfield. All four facilities are under the personal direction of 

Charles D. Morehead, President. 

 In a time of need, you can turn to Bennett Funeral Home with trust and 

confidence.  It serves families of all faiths with personal service, before, during, 

and after.  There is a long tradition of professionalism and caring. 

 One way in which Bennett cares for families, is by offering a convenient 

and personalized pre-need program.  Through this program pre-need planning, you 

can spare your loved ones the burden of making decisions at an emotional time.  

Call Bennett Funeral Home at 746-8665 to schedule a pre-planning consultation.

BENNETT funeral home 

Caring Since 1897 

By Gene Campbell 

We all want to live a long and productive 

life.  Tom Newman is a good example of 

living life to the fullest.  Tom, the 

unofficial Mayor of Aylett, turned 92 on 

December 22nd and is out and about every 

day "doing stuff".  His coffee club buddies 

at Valero's (or "the corner" as some of us 

call it) gathered on his birthday to wish 

him the best and enjoy some birthday 

cake, cookies and listen to some words of 

wisdom.  HAPPY BIRTHDAY TOM!!  

Looking Good at 92!   

Tom Newman enjoying his birthday cake and coffee   

  I have been slow getting back in the groove after days off during the 

holidays. I am thankful I have the good health and energy to come back to 

work. I always look forward to the New Year and the many possibilities it 

holds. New goals and plans are set, and I enjoy seeing them become reality. 

If we have the power to make our own reality why not make it what we 

want. 

  In Poor Richardôs Almanack, July 1755, Benjamin Franklin said, ñWho is 

wise? He who learns from everyone. Who is powerful? He who governs his 

passions. Who is rich? He who is content. Who is that? Nobody.ò 
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  The King William High School FFA 

believes it is better to give than to receive. 

The FFA did its annual project of doing 

Christmas Shoeboxes for children 

overseas. The FFA enjoys this project 

which is done through local churches for 

the Samaritanôs Purse organization. 

Members get all the items for the 

shoeboxes, and then the students organize 

the gift items by gender and age. Then the 

fun part starts where the members pack 

the boxes so they can fly to other 

countries. The FFA at King William High 

School has been doing this project for 

over 5 years. The group put together 40 

boxes which the members enjoy doing 

each year. 

  The FFA also works closely with WRAR 

105.5/WNNT 107.5 on their Christmas 

Wishes project. The FFA donates $200 

every year from its fruit fundraiser to help 

the two radio stations located in 

Tappahannock on this project. 

 

FFA Gives during December 

FFA members Mattie Watkins, Lexi Bareford, Leah Pennington, and Ashley Upshaw 

pose as they finish the last shoebox. 

INTERNET, continued from front page 

ñThe least movement is of importance to all nature. The entire ocean is affected by a pebbleò.  

Blaise Pascal 

3. Economic Development Authority member 

Jay Brown presented a EDA mission and 

vision statement to the board. The BOS asked 

for the mission and vision statement as both 

boards continue with periodic joint meetings 

discussing ways to promote economic 

development within the county.  

4. Two business owners within Commerce 

Park, Chris Simmons and David Martin, spoke 

to the board during the public comment session 

about continuing problems with roads, 

drainage and other problems within the Park 

off Rt 360. Supervisors will discuss ways to 

resolve the problems at their January work 

session.  

5. Received a Comprehensive Annual 

Financial Report (CAFR) for the fiscal year 

ending June 30, 2019 from Travis Gilmer, 

Brown, Edwards & Co, LLP.   

  The next meeting of the King William BOS 

will be a work session on January 14th 

beginning at 7pm at the Administrative Bldg. 

in the courthouse complex.   

Chris Simmons speaking at the December 17th BOS meeting.  
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Equine Talk Sponsored by: 

360 Hardware and T-Town Tack  

 

By Gene Campbell 

 

  The King William Ruritan Club installed 

its 2019 officers at its Annual Ladies 

Night Dinner on December 18th. The club 

will be lead by President Ronnie Moore, 

Vice President Henry Previs, Secretary Ed 

Moren, Treasurer David Leake, and 

Directors Bob Haas, Steve Sykes, Bob 

Hackett and Dennis Smith.  

  For more information please visit us 

at kingwilliamruritan.org and follow us 

o n l i n e  a t  F a c e b o o k . c o m /

KingWilliamRuritan. 

King William Ruritan Club Installs 2019 Officers  

Chesapeake District Zone 3 Lt. Governor and club member Bryant Wilson installs the 2019 King 

William Ruritan Club Officers.  

The Hearing Test 
 

 

 

By Allen Brintley and ñPipò 

 

  We hope everyone had a wonderful 

Christmas and Santa Claus filled your 

stockings with lots of goodies. Pipôs 

stocking was filled with apples. She 

must have been a very good girl this 

past year because she loves apples. The 

weather has been up and down lately.   

Iôm not complaining because I know it 

is winter. I think of Pip with her thick 

winter coat and the crazy temperatures. 

Iôll spend a little extra time and brush 

her down real good all over. I know 

Pip enjoys that because she will stand 

there relaxed on three legs with one 

back leg tipped up and lick on the 

hitching rail for as long as I want to 

brush her.  

  I enjoy the holidays because all my 

family can get together and tell some 

old stories and tales and everyone can 

have a good laugh. Some of them I 

canôt repeat. There is one about Mom 

and Dad that I can share.  

  Awhile back, Dad and I were talking 

and he said ñI think Momôs hearing is 

going bad.ò I told him that I hadnôt 

noticed but maybe he should take her 

to have it tested. The next afternoon 

Dad had the bright idea of performing 

his own hearing test on Mom. She was 

at the kitchen sink with her back to him 

and he was all the way on the other 

side of the living room watching her. 

He spoke up and asked ñMom, whatôs 

for supper?ò He didnôt get any 

response from her so he moved a little 

closer and repeated it. ñMom, whatôs 

for supper?ò She kept right on working 

and never flinched. He moved just 

inside the kitchen and asked again 

ñMom, whatôs for supper?ò Still, no 

response. He got a little closer and said 

ñMom, whatôs for supper?ò He still got 

no response from her so he walked 

right up behind her and asked ñMom, 

whatôs for supper?ò She turned around 

and glared at him and said ñCharlie, for 

the fifth time, chicken!ò 

  Dad still wonôt admit that heôs the one 

losing his hearing. You can call me at 

6 9 0- 7 8 7 0  o r  e m a i l  m e  a t 

Allen@twinriversrealty.com.  

Iôll see you on the trails.   

ñThe time is always right to do what is right.ò  

Martin Luther King, Jr. 


