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Local resident Robin Taylor attended 

Walkerton Day with family and friends. 

Their middle granddaughter, five year 

old Hayden rode in the parade.  

Walkerton Day 2018 

Oh....What A Night !! 

By Gene Campbell 

  The community started "rolling in" to the Ruritan Park well before 6pm on Tuesday August 7th to not only mix, mingle and get to know their local Law Enforcement/Fire/EMS personnel but to also 

say "howdy" to their neighbors.  The King William Ruritan Club has for three years in a row now sponsored a local National Night Out Event that is held the first Tuesday in August each year. Over 

600 people including entire families enjoyed free hot dogs, chips, drinks and sipped on snow cones provided by the Little League while listening to some "good ole country music" compliments of 

Van Walker and Friends.                                                                                                                                                                                                                         Please see NIGHT OUT, on page 11. 

Va. State Police Supt Colonel Gary Settle speaks to the crowd as Bob Coats looks on. Sheriff Jeff Walton leads the "Lip Sync Challenge" 

  Fifty vehicles  participated in the annual Walkerton Day parade on Saturday, August 4th 

By Florence Cooke- Announcer Shawn Smith introduced the units as they came by the announcerôs stand - Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Smoky the Bear, old vehicles, tractor 

trailers, and fire and rescue vehicles.                                                                                                                                                      Please see WALKERTON DAY, on page 10. 

PHOTO BY GENE CAMPBELL  
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  Donôt Miss Another Issue! 
 

If you are not receiving 

t h e  C o u n t r y 

Courier and you 

live outside the 

community, you can 

subscribe for an Annual 

Rate of $30.00 (includes 

postage) and keep up with the latest 

news from King William and King 

and Queen counties.   

Publisherôs Message 
 

8014 Lee Davis Road, Mechanicsville 7̔46-8665 

A 120 Year  

Tradition of Caring  

 Bennett Funeral Home was established in 1897 to serve the needs of 

Richmond families.  Since then, this locally owned and operated business has con-

tinued to serve the community with its unique combination of caring and conven-

ience. 

 This tradition of excellence  can be seen in the four beautiful chapels lo-

cated throughout the Richmond area: centrally located on Cutshaw Avenue in the 

city, on Broad Street Road past Innsbrook,  serving the Hanover-Mechanicsville 

area on Lee-Davis Road and Chesterfield Chapel on Ashbrook Pkwy. in Chester-

field. All four facilities are under the personal direction of Charles D. Morehead, 

President. 

 In a time of need, you can turn to Bennett Funeral Home with trust and 

confidence.  It serves families of all faiths with personal service, before, during, 

and after.  There is a long tradition of professionalism and caring. 

 One way in which Bennett cares for families, is by offering a convenient 

and personalized pre-need program.  Through this program pre-need planning, you 

can spare your loved ones the burden of making decisions at an emotional time.  

Call Bennett Funeral Home at 746-8665 to schedule a pre-planning consultation.

BENNETT funeral home 

Caring Since 1897 

By Gene Campbell 

  My good friend and 

n e i g h b o r  H e n r y 

"Bunny" Previs invited 

me down the other day 

to sit on his back porch 

and watch his little 

hummingbird friends 

gather around his two 

feeders. As we sat there 

quietly I watched in 

a m a z e m e n t  a s 

hummingbirds started 

buzzing and jockeying 

for position at the 

feeders. I counted as 

many as  12-15 

hummingbirds flying 

around the feeders at 

one time but I had a 

hard time trying to 

capture them all in one 

picture. I am sure there 

were just as many more 

out there waiting for their turn at the feeder. With that many hummingbirds "hanging 

out", Henry and his wife Marilyn spend a lot of time refilling the feeders, however it is 

well worth the time for the enjoyment they bring.   

  Hummingbirds migrate from Central America in the spring and return in the fall. My 

wife, Suzanne, loves to watch them and asked me one day how do you know when 

they will be returning to Central America. I told her when you see them carrying their 

little suitcases, you know they are about to leave. She rolled her eyes and gave me the 

strangest look.  

How many hummingbirds do you see? 

Humming Right Along 

  I enjoy reading books, I guess I have always been a seeker of knowledge. I want to 

know what the great thinkers have to say about life, etc., hoping to find answers to the 

some of the deeper questions we all have pondered at some time in our lives. I do 

know the past does not control what happens today unless I allow it to. I also know my 

thoughts can bring about anything I wish to see in my life. I create my own reality. 

When I think of life as an exciting experience full of unlimited possibilities it makes 

each new day a wonder to behold. We all have the ability to create the reality we wish 

for. It starts with the thought of what you would like to see happen in your life. Once 

you take control of your own reality things will happen quickly to bring you endless 

possibilities.  

 

Take care till next time. 
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Equine Talk Sponsored by: 

360 Hardware and T-Town Tack  

 

 

ñGymkhanaò 
 

 

 

By Allen Brintley and ñPipò 

 

  I always enjoy hearing from people 

about what they like to do with their 

horses, mules, and donkeys. I was 

talking to a nice lady the other day 

about her favorite activity with her 

horse. She said ñI really like taking 

my horse to gymkhana.ò I kind of 

gave her one of those blank smiles that 

my wife is so used to seeing. My mind 

started racing and I thought ñThat 

sounds like one of those fancy Japa-

nese steakhouses.ò Pip and I are pretty 

close but Iôm not taking her out for a 

night on the town. Then the lady said 

ñWhen we compete in gymkhana, it is 

so exciting!ò People are always 

dreaming up new ways to compete 

against each other and I thought 

ñMaybe this is some type of equine 

gymnastics like floor exercise or tum-

bling.ò The only rolling Pip does is in 

the dirt about 20 times a day, and Iôm 

too old to want to take a tumble off of 

her on purpose. As she kept talking, I 

heard her say something about barrel 

racing, pole bending, and the keyhole. 

Well I know barrel racing is riding a 

cloverleaf pattern around 3 barrels as 

fast as you can. Pip will ride around 

barrels, but she doesnôt understand 

why you have to be in a hurry because 

the barrels arenôt going anywhere. 

Pole bending is a timed event at riding 

a zigzag pattern through poles up and 

down the arena. Pip can zigzag around 

trees when weôre bushwhacking 

through the woods but Iôm not in a 

hurry because a low limb can knock 

you right out of the saddle. Now the 

keyhole is riding into a marked off 

area in the arena that looks like a big 

skeleton key and spin your horse 

around and ride back out as fast as you 

can without going out of the keyhole 

lines. So I guess that gymkhana is just 

a fancy word for all these timed riding 

events combined. Let me know what 

you think.  

  Call me at 690-7870 or email me at 

Allen@twinriversrealty.com . Iôll see 

you on the trails.  

By Armistead Saffer 

Photos by Christi Johnson 
 

  A crowd of almost 500 people attended the second annual 

Reed Strong Cruise-In was held at the Mangohick fire 

department on Saturday, August 11th.  The main feature of this 

event is the car show and cruise-in with over 100 cars entered 

with the farthest traveling 126 miles to attend! Coupezilla of 

Hotrod Ronnie Miller made a special appearance.  

  There were many trophies given out for different classes, but 

the coveted ñPatriciaôs Choiceò award went to Michael 

Robertson and his Minion Van.  In addition to all the great 

cars, there also was plenty of food, live music performed by 

Charlie Cannon and Van Walker & Friends, cornhole games 

and a silent auction.  The Reed family started this event to raise 

money and awareness for cancer treatment after Patricia Reed 

was diagnosed with Leukemia.  The proceeds will benefit the 

Massey Cancer Center and cancer patients in our community. 

  The Reed family would like to extend a special thanks to the 

Mangohick Volunteer Fire Department and all the people, friends and family who attended this 

special event. 

  Donations can be made my sending a check payable to: Reed Strong  

379 Beadles Rd, Aylett, Va. 20339 

Will, Patricia and Buck Reed with their trucks  

2
nd

 Annual Reed Strong Cruise-In  

Patricia Reed and Michael 

Roberson winner of the 

Patriciaôs Choice Award 
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By Florence Cooke 

  The first annual ñChristmas in Julyò bazaar 

by Rock Spring Baptist Church was held on 

Saturday, July 28th, 2018, at the King William 

Ruritan Building from 10 a.m. 6 p.m.  The 

bazaar was held to benefit the building fund of 

the church and to let local people know about 

local businesses and services. 

  All types of crafts were available ï crocheted 

items, candle holders, jewelry, shoes, Avon, 

Mary Kay, custom woodwork and scrapbooks, 

and food served by the church.  The King 

William Sheriffôs Department was represented 

by Ranger Freeman, who gave information for 

kids about drugs and other emergencies. 

  One of the vendors was Wilnett Dawodu who 

displayed artifacts and  African clothing for 

full figured ladies.  Wilnettôs mother graduated 

from King William High School,  married a 

man from Africa, lived in Africa for years and 

started a business selling African clothing .  

The family of five moved back to King 

William in  1988 and the clothing is now sold 

in boutiques. 

  Cassandra Johnson Daniels and Latesha 

Brown, co-chairmen of the event, stated, ñAs a 

church we wanted to do something to have an 

event that bought local talent and local 

businesses to the attention of the community.  

We want to thank everyone who participated, 

the vendors who came, those who donated to 

the church, the community, and to Pastor 

Hancock and the Rock Springs church family.ò 

Rock Spring Baptist Church Holds 

Christmas in July Bazaar 

Hi, I'm "Jetski"! 

I'm a sweet 

N E U T E R E D 

male cat that's 

about 2-3 years 

old and weighs 

10lbs! I was 

surrendered to 

the Shelter 

because my owner couldn't keep me. 

I'm a social guy that loves to hang out 

with everyone! Meow! 
 

LOST & FOUND 

PETS 
 

If you have lost or found a pet 

please contact the Regional 

Animal  Shelter to make a report. 

Owners are searching. 

(804)769-4983   email: animalshel-

ter@kingwilliamcounty.us  

www.kingwilliamcounty.com/animal shelter 

20201 King William Road, King William, Vir-

ginia 23086 

    www.petfinder.com   Fax (804)769-4993 
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Obituaries 
PARMENTER  

William Francis 

ñBillyò Parmenter, 

77, of Aylett passed 

away on Thursday, 

August 9, 2018. He 

was preceded in 

death by his parents, 

William and Eleanor 

Parmenter and a 

s i s te r ,  E leano r 

Louise Templehof. 

He was a retired craftsman and an avid car 

enthusiast. He is survived by his four 

children, Michelle OôBrien Boulter 

(Billy), William Parmenter (Sara), Joseph 

Parmenter (Melissa) and Theodore 

Parmenter; grandchildren, T. J., Brendan, 

Ryan, Matty, Dylan and Joshua; siblings, 

Paul Parmenter, Janice Oliver, Denise 

Blaikie, Ruthann Mayer and Joseph 

Parmenter; and numerous nieces and 

nephews. Services will be private. In lieu 

of flowers, donations may be made to a 

local hospice, the American Cancer 

Society or the DAV. Online condolences 

m a y  b e  m a d e  a t 

www.nelsenrichmond.com. 

GREENWOOD 

Greenwood, Linda 

Smith, 70, of 

Bruington,  VA 

p a s s e d  a w a y 

p e a c e f u l l y  o n 

Wednesday, August 

1, 2018. She was 

preceded in death by 

her parents, Horace 

and Bessie Smith; 

sister, Lillian Smith; 

brothers, Robert N. 

Smith, Horace W. 

Smith, Jr., and Ryland P. Smith. She is 

survived by her loving husband of 48 

years, Wayne Greenwood; children Brian 

(Kelly), Craig (Kara), and Allison (Matt); 

grandchildren Reed, Smith, and Kenleigh; 

brothers, L. Garland Smith and Charles 

ñPinkyò Smith; mother-in-law, Ellen P. 

Reed; and a host relatives and friends. A 

graduate of Marriott High School in 1966, 

she then worked in the banking/mortgage 

industry for 26 years. She is remembered 

for her selfless devotion to family and 

loved ones. Her graciousness and sense of 

humor made her nothing short of amazing.  

Visitation will be Friday from 6 to 8 pm at 

B.W. White Funeral Home Rt. 360, 

Aylett. Services will be held Saturday 11 

am at Bruington Baptist Church with 

interment in the church cemetery. 

 

FINN 

Clare Dillon Finn, 

died of cancer on 

July 28, 2018, at 

her home in 

Aylett, Virginia. 

Daughter of the 

late Paul and 

Anne Dillon, she 

grew up moving 

around the world 

for her fatherôs 

g o v e r n m e n t 

s e r v i c e 

appointments in Berlin, Mexico City, 

Rome, and New Delhi. Clare graduated 

from the University of Virginia and 

devoted her life to years of teaching high 

school at Atlee and King William High 

Schools. She was known for her constant 

good cheer and sense of humor. She is 

survived by her devoted husband, Paul 

Finn; her sons, Jacob Uzel (Adriane Lam) 

of Amherst, Mass. and Sgt. Joseph Uzel, 

U.S. Army, Germany; her siblings, Maria 

Nodolf, Eva Dillon, Julia Zenone, Leo 

Dillon, Paul Dillon and Jacob Dillon; and 

her aunt, Priscilla NcNeil. The family 

wishes to acknowledge Clareôs brother-in-

law and sisters-in-law, Mark Finn (Sandy) 

and Pat Finn for their love and devotion to 

Clare and Paul. A Celebration of Life will 

be planned for a future date. 
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  Monday, May 14, 2018, was a life-

changing day for our family when my 

husband suffered a heart attack while 

working in the yard that afternoon. 

Because God urged me to immediately 

call 911 and for the quick response of the 

Dispatcher, Fire Chief, and the EMSôs 

from Mattaponi Volunteer Rescue Squad, 

my husband, Jim Harris, survived. The 

crew decided to request the VCU 

helicopter to get him to Bon Secours 

Memorial Hospital as quickly as possible.  

  While waiting for that transport, I called 

my pastor, Dr. Ed Shepard of Beulah 

Baptist Church in Aylett. He prayed and 

alerted the church family, and they began 

to pray. We thank the 911 Dispatcher for 

her expertise in calming me down several 

times during the phone call. We thank 

Andy Aigner, King William Countyôs Fire 

Chief, who was the first to respond and 

began CPR, and the Mattaponi Volunteer 

Rescue Squad who arrived within a few 

minutes after Andy.  

  Caleb Mason from the Rescue Squad 

visited the ER later that evening to check 

on my husband and told me that his crew 

would come back to the yard to haul away 

the tree limbs and debris that we had been 

working on, and they did, even though 

they belonged to our neighbor, Diane. We 

were both appreciative for this act of 

kindness.  

  We thank the helicopter pilot and the 

onboard medical staff that assisted in the 

safe transport to the hospital. The Bon 

Secours Memorial medical staff in the ER, 

ICU, and CCU performed their duties with 

expert precision. Their interaction with 

our family in explaining their work was 

reassuring, and gave us a peace that Jim 

was in good hands. We thank the cleaning 

crew who kept his rooms clean. We are 

truly blessed to be living in this county 

where the Emergency Teams are the best!  

 

Jim and Jackie Harris and family  

King William County  

Thank You 

By Danny Clark 

  Style Weekly, a Richmond based newspaper, 

announced King William's Seafarer's Restaurant 

was voted number one Seafood Restaurant in 

their May edition for 2018. 

Seafarer's, Amber Halterman said, ñWe are very 

thankful to receive this special award from 

Style Weekly, and thanks to everyone who 

voted for usò. 

  Seafarer's opened their doors six years ago in 

Manquin. Amber said, ñWe prepare everything 

fresh and made to order using some great family 

recipes, you also have to try Cali's homemade 

Banana Pudding. We have an amazing 

supportive Seafarer's Team and we also have 

been nominated for Best Hidden Gem and Best 

Local Seafood Restaurant by Richmond Times 

Dispatch. We were also awarded Best of 

Virginia's Local Oysters and fresh Seafood by 

Virginia is for Lovers. We want our customers 

to know how much we appreciate their 

continued support, we are grateful but very 

humbledò. 

  Reviews say Seafarer's Restaurant is King 

William's best secret, a hidden gem off the 

beaten path. So next time you are thinking 

seafood, think Seafarer's Restaurant. A family 

business, voted best of the best.  
 

seafarersfamilyrestaurant.com 804-769-

3999,Tuesday-Thursday & Sunday 11:30am-

9:00pm. Friday & Saturday 11:00am-10:00pm. 

 

A family business- Steve, Amber, Cali & Mama Seafarer 

Seafarer's Voted Best Local Fresh Seafood Restaurant 

ñThere is only one happiness in this life, to love and be lovedò.  

George Sand 
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  The Grand Marshal of the parade was 

Ralph Baylor, the honorary mayor of 

Walkerton. He has lived in the Walkerton 

and St. Stephens area all of his life and is 

an usher at New Morning Star Church. 

Since 1985 he has worked at Scottôs Store 

in Walkerton and King William Pharmacy 

in Aylett for 24 years.  Years ago he 

worked at a store/service station  across 

from Scottôs Store. When a fire call would 

come into the store/service station,  he 

would go to the fire house behind the store 

and sound the fire siren, sometimes riding 

to the fire and helping the volunteer 

firemen fight the fire. Everyone loves 

Ralph around Walkerton because he always 

has a smile on his face whether he knows 

you or not. 

  After the parade everyone gathered behind 

the Post Office. Emcee Gene Campbell 

welcomed everyone and introduced Mr. 

Baylor.  Mr. Campbell also told the crowd  

this was the second year that the firemen 

did not have a queen who raised money for 

the department. A letter campaign was 

started in 2017 that raised over $40,000. 

This yearôs letter campaign hopes to raise 

$50,000. The department is planning to 

replace an older fire engine with a newer 

style Rescue Engine that will carry more 

equipment and personnel to better serve the 

citizens during emergencies. This rescue 

engine will cost about $470,000 with an 

expected delivery time of 12 ï 18 months. 

   

Gene Campbell with Grand Marshal Ralph Baylor 

WALKERTON DAY, continued from front page  

Guy Garner was named Fireman of the Year and his 
brother Matt Garner was named Junior Fireman of the 

Year by Jason Coleman, Chief of the department and 

Florence Cooke, widow of Harvey K. All participants in 
the parade were invited to the fire house for presentation 

of awards. 
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Also on hand were some local 

businesses giving out some free 

"goodies". Alexander Insurance 

donated 1200 bottles of water.  

  This event was proposed to the 

Ruritan Club by club member and 

retired State Trooper, Bob Coats, 

three years ago....and it has been a 

hit ever since. This year Bob asked 

V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  P o l i c e 

Superintendent, Colonel Gary 

Settle, to come out and speak. After 

Gary's remarks a K-9 demonstration 

was conducted to the delight of 

everyone in attendance.  

  The highlight of the night was 

Sheriff Jeff Walton and his staff 

along with help from those in 

attendance answering the latest 

craze spreading across the 

c o u n t r y . . . . t h e  " L i p  S y n c 

Challenge". The Sheriff and his 

staff along with the community got 

"rhythm" along with help from 

"singing deputy" Lisa Danuser to 

answer the challenge. Lisa also sang 

a few tunes with Van Walker and 

Friends. Great job by all!! 

  Many thanks to the King William 

Ruritan Club, community and local 

law enforcement, fire and EMS 

personnel! The Ruritan Club's 

motto is "fellowship, goodwill and 

community serviceò....and the 

Annual National Night Out 

certainly promoted all three.  

 

  See you next year!!  

Sheriff Jeff Walton and staff "belt out" the tunes for the 

Lip Sync Challenge. 

Singing Deputy" Lisa Danuser and the band Van Walker 

and Friends entertain the crowd. 

NIGHT OUT, continued from front page 
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  ñKing and Queen County Superintendent, 

Dr. Carol Carter recognized Davida 

McMillian at the June School Board 

meeting for her successful federal review, 

successful procurement review, bringing 

the cafeteria from red to black for the past 

2 years and she implement an electronic 

My School Bucks payment system.ò 

Davida McMillian Recognized 

Dr. Carol Carter & Davida McMillian  

By Gene Campbell 

 

  If you ride by McKendree United 

Methodist Church the afternoon of the 

third Wednesday of each month from 1-

5pm, you will hear singing and laughter 

echoing from the fellowship hall.  CARE 

(Caregivers Afternoon Respite Event) was 

started in 2014 by Sonya Blommel and her 

sister Carol along with help from other 

members of the Church.  The purpose of 

the program is to give those who are full 

time care givers (specifically for the 

elderly) an afternoon off.   

  The CARE team consisting of Cam 

LaChance, her husband Jean, Lisa 

McInerny, Libby Hadley, Sandy Dove, 

Pastor Betty Jo Sims and other Church 

members provide devotional time, sing 

hymns, perform skits, provide crafts, 

break for snacks, and just have A GOOD 

OLE TIME.  The CARE team has just as 

much fun as the participants.  I would take 

my father and he hesitated going to the 

first event but after that he would always 

ask me when was the next one.   

  If you are interested and want more 

information please call Cam LaChance at 

804-769-0001. Caregivers are required to 

register participants in advance and 

provide information on their Senior's level 

of independence, dietary restrictions, 

etc.  McKendree United Methodist Church 

is located at 4347 Manfield Road (Rt 605) 

in Manquin and has worship service 

e v e r y S u n d a y m o r n i n g 

at 9am with Sunday School 

at 10:15am.  All are welcome!  

The Young at Heart Apply Here 

PICKIN AND A GRINNIN....Ben Vincent 

"picks" the banjo while Dawn Shank is " 

grinnin and kicking up her heels" as they 

entertain the Seniors.  

ñThere is nothing more likely to start disagreement among people or countries 

than an agreementò. 
 E. B. White 

https://maps.google.com/?q=4347+Manfield+Road+(Rt&entry=gmail&source=g
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  King and Queen County Leadership held their 

annual Instructional Retreat in Gloucester 

focusing on the book, ñLead Like a Pirate: 

Make School Amazing for your Students & 

Staffò.  PIRATE stands for Passion, 

Immersion, Rapport, Ask & Analyze, 

Transformation, and Enthusiasm. The book 

focuses on creating magical and amazing 

experiences for our students and to NEVER 

lose sight of the main purpose of our job ï our 

students! 

   

King and Queen Instructional Retreat 

left to right back row: Dr. Carol Carter, superintendent, Dr. Alexis Swanson, assistant 

superintendent, Michael Breunig, Director of Technology, David Copsmith, Director of 

Assessment and School Operations, Preston McKellar, Principal at Central High School, 

Stephanie Lambrecht, Director of Special Education & Student Services, Allison Jordan, 

Principal at King & Queen Elementary School. Front row left to right: Jennifer Perry, Principal 

at Lawson Marriott Elementary School and Joshua Justus, Assistant Principal/Athletic Director 

at Central High School.   

Ruritans Requesting Donations for School Supplies 

By Gene Campbell 

  The King William Ruritan Club is in the 

midst of gathering donations to buy school 

supplies for students and teachers. Last 

year the club donated $1,200 of supplies 

to the four local schools.  Notebooks, 

paper, three ring binders, pens, pencils, 

hand sanitizer, and other items were 

delivered to Cool Spring Primary, 

Acquinton Elementary, Hamilton Holmes 

Middle, and a check for $330 was given to 

King William High School for computer 

needs. Teachers will give these supplies to 

students who may not have access to the 

many items needed for school today. If 

you would like to make a tax deductible 

donation please contact Gene Campbell at 

8 0 4 - 3 6 3 - 1 7 8 1  o r 

email genec1781@gmail.com. Many 

thanks to our teachers and school staff 

who educate and provide a foundation of 

success for our children!     



P a g e  1 4                                             T h e  C o u n t r y  C o u r i e r                  W e d n e s d a y ,  A u g u s t  1 5 ,  2 0 1 8   

 

Virginia General Assembly is Americaôs Oldest 

Continuous Representative Government Body 

  JAMESTOWN, (July 30,) ï Today Virginiaôs 

2019 Commemoration, American Evolution 

recognizes the convening of the first 

representative legislative assembly in English 

North America. The meeting of the first General 

Assembly, which took place from July 30 

through August 4, 1619, in the church in 

Jamestown, VA, formed the basis of todayôs 

representative system of government in the 

United States of America. 

  This first General Assembly was comprised 

of two male settlers representing each of the 11 

major settlement areas in Virginia. Governor Sir 

George Yeardley presided over the first 

convening of this new form of government, 

which divided political and judicial power 

between the governor, a council appointed by 

the Virginia Company of London, and the new 

General Assembly. The General Assembly also 

acted as a high court of justice and heard 

complaints of a judicial nature. 

  Democracy is a central theme in 2019 

Commemoration, American Evolution events, 

scholarship and education programs occurring 

over the next 18 months. 2019 marks the 

400th anniversary of formative 1619 Virginia 

events that forever changed the trajectory of 

Virginia and Americaôs history. These 1619 

events include the First Representative 

Legislative Assembly in the New World, the 

Arrival of the first recorded Africans to English 

North America, the recruitment of English 

women in significant numbers to the Virginia 

colony, the first official English Thanksgiving in 

North America and the entrepreneurial and 

innovative spirit of the Virginia colony. 

  ñAmericaôs system of representative 

government began in 1619 Virginia in the 

church on Jamestown Island. This humble 

gathering ignited the evolution of our nationôs 

democratic principles and their impact on 

the world,ò said Kathy Spangler, Executive 

Director of the 2019 Commemoration, American 

Evolution. ñAmerican Evolution events, 

programs and legacy projects encourage study 

and dialogue about the significant impacts and 

implications of 400 years of American 

Democracy. We also honor the role of Virginiaôs 

General Assembly as the longest standing 

representative government body in the United 

States.ò 

  Democracy-themed American Evolution 

programming includes: 

·Virginia General Assembly Video Series 

(July  30ïAugus t  31) The 2019 

Commemoration launched a series of videos 

profiling members of the Virginia General 

Assemblyôs class of 400 as they discuss 

democracy today. The Virginia General 

Assembly is the "oldest continuous law-making 

body in the New World," rooted in the 

establishment of the House of Burgesses at 

Jamestown in 1619.   

·Jamestown Church Excavation (Ongoing) 

Jamestown Rediscovery archeologists believe 

they have found the remains of Governor Sir 

George Yeardley in the Jamestown church. 

Visithistoricjamestowne.org for additional 

information about the project. The Smithsonian 

Channel will release a documentary about the 

project in spring 2019.   

·The New Virginians: 1619 and Beyond 

(December 10, 2018 ï December 9, 2019) The 

Library of Virginia will host an exhibition 

showcasing the culmination of a statewide 

project conducted by the Library of Virginia and 

Virginia Humanities that explores the 

implications of immigration and the experiences 

of immigrants as they come to Virginia. More 

information is available here. 

·Global Pathfinder Summit (May 20-23, 

2019) The original settlers of Jamestown were 

by and large young pioneers who changed the 

world. The Commemoration brings young 

political, governmental and civic leaders from 

over 50 countries to the ñPresidential Precinct.ò 

During a multi-day event, the emerging leaders, 

along with Virginia students from leading 

academic institutions, reflect on the challenges 

of leadership, governance and civic engagement 

in both 21st-century democracies and states 

aspiring to democracy. More information is 

available here. 

 ·Presidential Ideas Festival: Democracy in 

Dialogue (May 21-23, 2019) University of 

Virginiaôs Miller Center will convene political 

leaders, top scholars and students ï future 

leaders and influencers ï for a three-day event in 

and around Charlottesville for working sessions 

organized around specific aspects of the 

presidency.  Learn more here. 

·Commemorative Session of First Legislative 

Assembly (July 30, 2019) The 2019 

Commemoration, American Evolution will host 

the Commemorative Session of the First 

Representative Legislative Assembly in 

Jamestown, Va. The 400th anniversary 

commemorative event will convene members of 

Virginiaôs General Assembly and other special 

guests. More information is available here. 

·International Forum on Representative 

Democracy (July 31-August 1, 2019) The 

Commemoration brings together representatives 

from democracies around the world, including 

the British Parliament, members of U.S. 

Congress and representatives from state 

legislatures nationwide. The International Forum 

highlights the historic impact of democracy on 

our nation and its impact on the world.  

  

 For more information about the 2019 

Commemoration, visit  

AmericanEvolution2019.com. 

 

  The Opioid misuse has severely affected 

Virginians, including those in Northern 

Neck and Middle Peninsula. On average, 

four Virginians die of a drug overdose and 

over two dozen treated daily for overdoses 

in our emergency departments. In the 

Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula, 

more than ninety-three persons have died 

since 2007 from prescription or street 

opioid overdoses. What can you do to 

reduce the effects on your community? 

Become educated on the facts and learn to 

reverse the effects of an overdose by 

taking REVIVE! Training. Three Rivers 

Health District and Three Rivers Medical 

Reserve Corps are committed to reducing 

the impact to our communities through 

education and training programs.   

  Three Rivers Medical Reserve Corps 

volunteers are presenting an awareness 

and educational program that includes the 

documentary; Heroin; the Hardest Hit. 

This program includes local statistics and 

training on Safe Medication Handling. At 

the conclusion of these events, each 

participant receives a Safe Medication 

Disposal Bag, which provides a safe way 

to dispose of their unused medications. 

ñOpioid Awareness and Safe Medication 

Handlingò training, will be presented at 

the Richmond County Health Dept., 5591 

Richmond Rd, Warsaw, on Thurs. August 

9, at 10:00 am. This event is free of charge 

and open to the public. Please call 804-

758-2381 ext. 14 to register as there is 

limited seating. 

   REVIVE! Training provides the 

participants the skill to recognize an 

overdose and to administer Naloxone, a 

drug that reverses the effects of an opioid 

overdose. When in stock, free doses of 

Narcan® (Naloxone) are available to all 

who complete this training. An open order 

written by the Commissioner of The 

Virginia Department of Health in 2016 

makes this drug available for purchase to 

all Virginia residents. REVIVE! Training 

like CPR can save a life.  

  This training is free for the community. 

Three Rivers Medical Reserve Corps 

volunteers are available to provide this 

knowledge to your faith based or civic 

group, companies, teachers and students. 

Call 804-758-2381 ext.14 at the Three 

Rivers Health District Office, to speak 

with Valerie Avery-Birkett, to schedule 

your groupôs training. An informed 

community can bring about a positive 

change!   

Opioid Misuse; Learn the Facts, Save a Life! American Democracy began 399 years ago in Jamestown  

https://www.americanevolution2019.com/events/new-virginians-1619-2019-beyond-2/
https://www.americanevolution2019.com/events/global-pathfinder-summit/
https://www.americanevolution2019.com/events/presidential-ideas-festival/
https://www.americanevolution2019.com/events/commemorative-ceremony-first-representative-legislative-assembly/
http://www.americanevolution2019.com/



