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 By Florence Cooke 

  With temperatures in the 60òs and 70ôs for the last 

few weeks, Spring is coming alive.  Crocus, 
jonquils,  and  tulips are peeping out of the ground 

and starting to bloom.  Forsythia bushes are starting 

to show their beautiful yellow blooms. 

  Another sign of Spring are the baby chickens.  On 

Saturday, February 24, the Dawson family from 

Mechanicsville were one of many families visiting 

360 Hardware to select their new baby chickens.  

The family now have 20 hens and added 6 new 
additions to the family.  One of the most interesting 

groups of chickens were the Ameraucana/Araucana 

chickens who lay eggs in the colors of Easter eggs 

ï turquoise, green, and pink to brown. 

Spring is Here 

By Florence Cooke 
  A new dress shop, Eternal Styles of King William, has opened  in the mini mall 

on Route 360 that also is the home of King William Florist, Jakeôs Tire Shop, and 

the Rusty Bucket Antique Shop. 

  Owner Becky Jones has lived in King William since 2014 and drives every day to 
her job in Midlothian. She soon realized something like the shops she missed in the 

city was needed in King William. The idea came to her that she  wanted to have 

some place to stop on her way home to buy clothes without going to any of the big 

malls in the city. 
   So in 2014 she formed a company  in hopes of bringing a city style boutique for 

women of all ages and sizes to King William. With a lot of dreams, hopes and hard 

work,  she had a grand opening of her dream store  in November. 

The store is a clothing, accessories, and jewelry store for all women. Most of the 

clothes are new and some are gently used. The prices are very reasonable, soon she 

will add consignment clothing. 

  Becky states, ñWe believe at Eternal Styles of King William that itôs not 

necessary to break the bank to look like a million dollars. Please stop in and visit 
with us. Our hours are 10 a.m. ï 2 p.m. on Saturday and on Sunday from 12 noon ï 

3 p.m. Our phone number is 804 ï 912 ï 6536 or visit us on Facebook at Eternal 

Styles of King William. 

New Dress Shop Comes to King William 

Owner Becky Jones at her new shop Eternal Styles 

Sportsmen of Virginia entertain their Valentines 

Mills Family members pose with Brad Kirby and his wife (fourth & fifth from the left), the winner of the $1500 

Virginia 529 College Savings Account, along with Lisa Woody (far left) and Phil Wyatt (far right).   

Please see full story on page 9. 

Oak Grove Baptist Church Donates to Barbuda Island  

Oak Grove Baptist Church members donate to victims of Hurricane Irma. Please see full story on page 9. 
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  Donôt Miss Another Issue! 
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news from King William and King 

and Queen counties.   
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8014 Lee Davis Road, Mechanicsville 7̔46-8665 

A 120 Year  

Tradition of Caring  

 Bennett Funeral Home was established in 1897 to serve the needs of 
Richmond families.  Since then, this locally owned and operated business has con-

tinued to serve the community with its unique combination of caring and conven-
ience. 
 This tradition of excellence  can be seen in the four beautiful chapels lo-

cated throughout the Richmond area: centrally located on Cutshaw Avenue in the 
city, on Broad Street Road past Innsbrook,  serving the Hanover-Mechanicsville 
area on Lee-Davis Road and Chesterfield Chapel on Ashbrook Pkwy. in Chester-

field. All four facilities are under the personal direction of Charles D. Morehead, 
President. 
 In a time of need, you can turn to Bennett Funeral Home with trust and 

confidence.  It serves families of all faiths with personal service, before, during, 
and after.  There is a long tradition of professionalism and caring. 

 One way in which Bennett cares for families, is by offering a convenient 
and personalized pre-need program.  Through this program pre-need planning, you 
can spare your loved ones the burden of making decisions at an emotional time.  

Call Bennett Funeral Home at 746-8665 to schedule a pre-planning consultation.

BENNETT funeral home 

Caring Since 1897 

By Gene Campbell 

 

  The King William Ruritan Club strives to 
give back to the community. At their February 

regular monthly meeting the club donated 

$1,200 to the King William Sheriff's 

Department LifeSaver Project. Project 
LifeSaver is a not-for-profit organization 

founded in 1999 by the 43rd Virginia Search 

Rescue. It provides a personalized wristband 

much like a wrist watch with a transmitter for a 

child or loved one who have special needs. If 

they wander off from home, the Sheriff's 

Department is called in and starts searching 

with a mobile locator tracking system. Search 
times can be reduced from hours and days to 

just minutes. There is no cost to the people 

who contract with the Sheriff's Department to 

wear these wristbands.   
  In order to be able to donate to projects like 

this and others, the Ruritan Club conducts fund 

raisers throughout the year. The oldest fund 

raiser the club conducts is their Annual Fish 
Fry. This year will be the 77th anniversary of 

the fish fry and it will be Tuesday, April 10 

from 3-7pm at the club facilities on Rt. 

30. Tickets are $25 each and can be purchased 

at King William Pharmacy in Aylett, Union 

Bank and King William Exxon in Manquin, 

Sona Bank and Essex Bank in Central Garage, 

360 Hardware, and West Store in 
Hanover. Fish Fry Tickets and information are 

a l s o  a v a i l a b l e  o n l i n e  a t 

KingWilliamRuritan.org or  

facebook.com/KingWilliamRuritan. 
  Without the support of the community, 

donations to projects like Project LifeSaver 

would not be possible. Many thanks to the fine 

people of our community!!   

  Between the night of January 2nd and January 3rd 2018 a large 

decorative sign was stolen from in front of Seven Springs Farm 

located on Dabneyôs Mill Road in the northern part of the county. 

The sign valued over one thousand dollars may have been pulled from the ground by a 

vehicle. The area was searched but the sign could not be located. 

  We are asking for anyone with information on this crime or someone who may have 

noticed a vehicle in that area during the early morning hours of January 3rd to please 

call. 

King William Deputy Mike Williams (left) receives a 

check for $1,200 from Ruritan Treasurer David Leake 

as President Ronnie Moore (far right) thanks Deputy 

Rodney Stevens for their work on Project LifeSaver.     

Ruritans Donate $1,200 to Sheriffôs Department  

  There are only 21 days until March 20th, when Spring 

will begin. This winter will soon be a memory. March 

11th, daylight saving time begins. longer & warmer days 

are on the way. 
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Equine Talk Sponsored by: 

360 Hardware and T-Town Tack  

 

By Gene Campbell 
 

  The King William Board of Supervisors got an 

update on the progress of the Hamilton Holmes 

Middle School Renovation Project at their 

February 12th work session. Teran Mitchell with 

the Architectural firm Ballou Justice Upton and 

Supt. of Schools Dr. David White presented 

design costs and estimated construction costs on 

the three additives being considered for the 

project, namely (1) adding front entrance 

security vestibule, (2) future administrative 

offices façade removal, and (3) renovation of 

boys & girls locker rooms with gym 

improvements. Design costs for these additives 

totals $118,836 and the estimated construction 

costs is $1,059,000. Supervisors Ehrhart and 

Hansen wanted further breakdowns on the design 

costs of some items in the three additives. Mr. 

Mitchell will have the cost breakdowns at the 

February 26th regular board meeting. A 

resolution will be considered at the February 

26th meeting to approve the design costs of the 

additives with monies coming from the school 

reserve fund.     

In other matters: 

1. The board discussed possible removal of the 

County Vehicle License Tax for all active 

Volunteer Fire & EMS personnel retroactive 

from January 2018 forward. Supervisor Ehrhart 

requested this removal stating he wants to do 

more for Volunteer Fire & EMS 

personnel. However, state code will not allow the 

County to do anymore than what is already being 

done for active volunteers..one decal per 

volunteer.  

2. Supervisor Ehrhart discussed amending the 

current hunting ordinance to allow hunting deer 

with a rifle larger than a 0.23 caliber rifle from 

an elevated stand at least 10 feet from the 

ground. Currently deer are only allowed to be 

harvested with muzzleloaders or shotguns.   

3. County Administrator Bobbie Tassinari 

introduced Sharon Williams, the new 

Community Development Director.   

Supervisors get update on Hamilton Holmes Project 

Teran Mitchell of the Architectural firm Ballou Justice Upton addresses the Board.   

   Patience 
 

By Allen Brintley and ñPipò 

  With Spring almost here, I know a 

lot of people will be doing more with 

their horses and mules. Whether it is 

going to shows or trail riding, we need 

to remember to have patience with our 

animals. We are always in a hurry to 

get things done or get where we are 

going. Pip doesnôt have the same 

concept of time as I do. Sheôs always 

in the moment. I have to remind 

myself that Pip is on ñmule timeò and 

mule time is different than Allen time. 

We should enjoy every minute we 

spend with our animals. I know when 

Pip and I connect, I loose track of time 

all together and I guess thatôs when 

Iôm on ñmule timeò. Having patience 

will help you and your animal get 

through stressful situations quicker 

and easier.  

  I remember awhile back I was in the 

grocery store picking up a few things 

and I was behind a grandfather and his 

3 year old grandson. I could tell the 

grandfather had his hands full. As we 

went up and down each aisle, the little 

boy was screaming for everything they 

went by. I heard the grandfather say 

calmly ñEasy William, we wonôt be in 

here long. Take it easy boy.ò In 

another aisle, I heard him say ñItôs 

okay William, just a couple more 

minutes and weôll be out of here. 

Hang in there boy.ò In the checkout 

line, the little boy was throwing items 

out of the cart and the granddad says 

again in a relaxed voice, ñWilliam, 

William, relax buddy, donôt get upset. 

Weôll be home in 5 minutes. Stay 

calm William.ò I was so impressed 

with his patience that I approached 

him outside as he was loading the bags 

in his car. I said ñSir, itôs none of my 

business but you were amazing. No 

matter how loud and disruptive your 

grandson got in there you just stayed 

calm and kept saying that things 

would be okay. William is very lucky 

to have you as his grandfather.ò 

ñThanks,ò said the granddad ñbut Iôm 

William and that little brat is Kevin.ò 

  You can email me at 

Allen@TwinRiversRealty.com or call 

690-7870. Iôll see you on the trails. 

mailto:Allen@TwinRiversRealty.com
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Obituaries 
OLIFF  

Vincent Oliff Jr ñRockò, age 

70, went to be with the Lord 
on Thursday, February 22, 

2018. He was the oldest child 

of Vincent Oliff Sr and Helen 

Virginia Oliff. He was 
proceeded in death by his 

daughters Barbara Murphy 

and Vanessa Oliff. He is 

survived by his caring and loving wife of 43 

years, Mary Ann Oliff; his brother Lloyd 

ñRoosterò Oliff (Sherry) of Westmoreland 

Shores; his sister Helen Shealy (Irvin) of 

Warsaw; his daughters: Patty Flores (Jesse) of 
Oceanside, CA; Lyn Smith (Kris) of Fort 

Meyers, FL; Roxie Foster (Michael) of 

Chesterfield; Jessica Oliff (Chiloe) of King 

William; Cyndy Crews (Woody) based in HI; 
11 grandchildren and 2 great grandchildren. 

Rock was many things to many people, but 

will be remembered mostly for his love for his 

family and friends. He showed his love for his 
family by being a wonderful provider. At 19, 

Rock worked during the day, while going to 

school at night to obtain his welding/

fabrication license. In addition to working at 
English Boiler for 20+ years, where he 

considered them his second family, he worked 

at McTavish in Richmond, Greendale 

Ornamental Iron, and Consumat Systems in 
Henrico. A memorial service to celebrate his 

life will be held on Monday, February 26th at 

11am at Sharon Baptist Church, 901 Sharon 

Rd. King William, VA 23086. 

 

 

GROMETT  

Gromett, William "Bill" 
It is with great sadness that the 

family of William "Bill" 

Gromett announces his passing 

after a brief illness, on 

Thursday, February 15th, 2018, 

at the age of 69 years. Born in 

Wisbech, County of Isle of Ely, 

UK in 1948, he joined Her Majesty's Royal 
Navy at the age of 18. He retired after 32 years 

of service as an Officer in the Royal Maritime 

Auxiliary Service for the Ministry of Defense, 

UK, in 2008, when he moved to Aylett, VA. 
Bill will be lovingly remembered by his wife 

of 22 years, Cynthia and his son David 

(Sheryl) Gromett of Ayr, Scotland, he is also 

survived by his wife's children Cristi (Edward) 
Anderson and Michael (Katie) Swinson of 

Aylett, VA. Bill will also be remembered by 

his grandchildren Shannon, Kelsey, Violet and 

Jake Gromett, Aiden Swinson, and his dogs 
Kizzy, Rascal, Sophie and Skyler.  

Memorial donations in memory of William 

Gromett may be made to the American Cancer 

Society. 
 

  King & Queen Central High 

School wrestlers Trevor Hust 

(left) and Kyle Bagby (right) 

qualified for the State Wrestling 

Tournament. Hust, a junior, 

wrestled as a heavyweight going 

17-6 this season, finished fifth in 

the region, and went 0-2 in the 

state tournament.   

  Bagby, a senior, wrestled at 170 

pounds going 16-6 this season, 

finished fourth in the region, and 

we nt  2- 2  in  t he  s t a t e 

tournament. The King & Queen 

Central High School Community 

is proud of these two young men. 

Central High School  Wrestling 

Trevor Hust and Kyle Bagby  
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Letters to the Editor 
Dear Editor, 
 

My response to the big yellow tea party insert in the 
February 14th edition of the Country Courier: 
  The idea to recall me (Stephen Greenwood) is 
ludicrous. I have participated in preparing the King 
William budgets for the past six years that have 
ushered in an era of fiscal stability that KW has not 
seen in decades. I took on this responsibility to be a 
steward for the county because I was unhappy with 
the way the county was headed by borrowing money 
to pay the everyday expenditures of the county. The 
county had no reserves available to handle any 
situation that may have arisen in the past. Currently 
we do have $10,123,786 in that fund. This is not a 
"slush" fund as the tea party refers to it for our pet 
peeve projects. We anticipate to use some of it for 
much needed deferred maintenance or County -wide 
infrastructure improvements such as the Internet 
Broadband Initiative. In this day and age the internet 
is no longer a luxury, even in a small rural community 
like KW. 
  I have been an advocate for the schools while at the 
same time asking tough questions and being unafraid 
to say ñNoò when I have disagreed with anyoneôs 
spending priorities. I have not, nor never will, go with 
the status quo of the first budget recommendation 
from my county side or the school board side without 
thorough examination of all the information from 
everyone. I also do listen to all of my constituentôs 
views, no matter how derogatory of me they may be 
sometime. I just wish that those few would use their 
extra energy to help support the county that we all 
love and not constantly be the main source of the 
problems. As you all know, I have voted for some sort 
of budget cuts every year for the past six years, and if 
I can, I will work towards that again this budget 
session. Although I will say, I am not going to slash 
the core responsibilities of our county government as 
Bob Shannon's Tea Party suggests that I do. We must 

provide good schools for our children and have 
adequate services for the safety and wellbeing of our 
citizens though the fire and rescue departments and 
our county staff. 
  I depend on the competent staff of experts that we 
have hired or elected at the county administration 
level to give me the correct and factual data for King 
William County, not from some other city or county 
that has no bearing on how or what we do in this 
county. KW is also one of only two counties that have 
the split levy tax system in the State of Virginia, but 
again, you should not compare us to that county 
either because our financial situation is still vastly 
different from them. 
  I take my job as Supervisor of King Williamôs Third 
District very seriously and I have never ñneglectedò, 
ñmisusedò, or used any form of malice ñpurposeò to 
ñmisrepresent or misleadò any of the great citizens of 
King William County; as I have been falsely accused 
of doing by the tea party. Furthermore I am not 
ñincompetentò in the performance of any of my duties 
as a sworn in officer of this great State of Virginia and 
I will continue to uphold my core values and do what 
the majority of my constituents want me to do for this 
county to see it grow and prosper for the future 
generations. I will do my best to uphold the duties of 
this position to the best of my ability and try to serve 
you proudly. 
  Thank you for your time in reading this and as 
always you can call or email me with any questions or 
concerns and leave me a message. (804)769-
3137 or sgreenwood@kingwilliamcounty.us 

 

 
Most Humbly Yours,  
Stephen K. Greenwood  
Third District King William Supervisor 

 
 

 

Dear Editor, 
 

  When candidate Donald Trump chose Gov. Mike 
Pence as his running mate, l was surprised. I didn't 
know Mike Pence. The campaign and time since the 
election have proven him to be a man of integrity, 
great ability and strong Christian faith. This brings me 
to the point of this letter. When ABC's daytime talk 
show "The View" criticized and ridiculed the Vice 
President's  Christian faith and moral values, I was 
very disappointed, appalled, and disgusted though not 
surprised. The degree of insult, sarcasm, and ridicule 
leveled at Mr. Pence was outrageous! Joy Behar, one 
of the hosts, even diagnosed the Vice President as 
being "mentally ill". All because he "listens to Jesus". I 
find it very encouraging that we have someone who 
"listens to Jesus". 
  While I was offended by the comments and the air of 
the entire conversation, there were revelations, not 
about the Vice President but about the hosts. The 
scorn and contempt for the Christian faith was evident 
and indicates a total lack of faith of any depth or 
sincerity. An individual of genuine faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ will never allow a brother in Christ to be 
disparaged or ridiculed but will uphold the cross of 
Jesus and the name of Christian. Joy Behar and 
Sunny Hostin showed only contempt for the Vice 
Presidentôs faith. Jokes were made at his expense 
and everyone laughed. It was very sad! 
  In II Corinthians the Apostle Paul says that " the God 
of this world (Satan) blinds the unbeliever to the truth 
and reality of the gospel of Jesus Christ". When 
individuals are blinded they have nothing but their 
own understanding to rely upon. In Proverbs we are 
told ñlean not on your own understanding but trust in 
the Lord.ò Later in Proverbs we are told ñ there is a 
way that seems right to man but leads to death.ò 
When all this is considered, it becomes obvious that 
these ladies, the hosts of ñThe Viewò, are speaking in 
their blindness and their own misunderstanding. With 
no correct understanding, they loose all credibility. 
When they continue to speak, these ladies do nothing 
but spread blindness. 
  It is ironic that a production of ABC News titled ñThe 
Viewò would broadcast the opinions and observations 
of the blind. 
  Sadly this blindness and false understanding is 
rampant today. It is totally based upon the rejection of 
Jesus Christ. Ignorance, willful or otherwise, does not 
change the reality and the truth of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 

John Kersey 
Aylett 
 

Dear Editor, 
 

Yellow Journalism is Vehicle of the King William Tea 
Party 
  It is interesting that the KW Tea Party chose the 
color yellow to spread their trashy rhetoric. Oh, they 
say itôs the Gadsden Flag, but letôs get serious ï itôs 
all about sensationalism and lies. They twist and turn 
facts until they are unintelligible. Who would fight 
against having a safe community by defending 

inadequate fire and rescue response times and 
question, ñis it worth the moneyò to save one life? 
Maybe if the ñold curmudgeonsò were in a medical 
emergency, they would think differently. Why do they 
nit-pick every line item in a school budget down to 
basketball hoops and questionably safe bleachers in 
the gym of any school? Why would they question 
repairing structural problems? The money is there and 
yet they want to micro manage the school budget 
when, indeed, that should be left to the School Board 
and their professional staff not people that want to 
make everyone as miserable as they are. 
 Now the puppet master is trying to circulate a petition 
to recall the 3rd District Board member, Stephen 
Greenwood. This petition is a pathetic attempt to send 
out an undeserved ñsmoke screenò when Mr. 
Greenwood has the best intentions to protect the 
citizens of this county and have an efficient 
governmental administration. This is an unjust attempt 
to destroy a decent Board member. The 4th District 
Board member, Mr. Hansen, does not represent his 
constituency. He refuses to divulge his phone number 
so his ñpeopleò can contact him. People complain, but 
he still refuses and this has been going on for two 
years. For the people in the 4th District, the best way 
to describe this is taxation without representation or 
you cannot get nourishment from a dry spring. In all 
probability, he does not understand the information in 
the BOS packets he receives and cannot apply the 
information found within those packets. He 
complained at the work session that he could not pull 
the packet off the county website; however, we were 
able to receive the info on Thursday or Friday. Mr. 
Hansen had played with the website, he should have 
been able to figure it out or maybe he should have 
picked up the phone and called someone at the 
county administration office. All he did was complain 
as usual. I guess those two MBAôs didnôt take. Mr. 
Hansen is always going after the fire/rescue people, 
the county administrator, school board and school 
superintendent and anyone who crosses his path. If 
you are a 4th District voter, you need to confront your 
alleged representative and tell him to learn his job and 
step up to the plate and represent them. It is time for 
the 4th District voters to search for someone to run 
against this man or ask for his immediate resignation. 
Who needs a recall vote? Mr. Hansen. 
 The Board members should be doing what is best for 
the county and our children, stop micro managing and 
let the School Board and administration manage their 
budgets. If the Tea Party members keep cutting the 
school budget, it is like abandoning our children on 
the side of the road and leaving them to fend for 
themselves. 
 I feel the administration we have is the cream of the 
crop. We are lucky to have competent people at the 
administrative helm and the fact that certain elected 
Board members never give up harassing them is 
unconscionable. They are creating a hostile work 
environment for the county staff. This 
behavior must change. 

Jeanette Wagner  
Aylett 


