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Carroll Lee Walker - Local Philanthropist  
By Florence Cooke 

 

  People far and wide know the 

name Carroll Lee Walker. Most 

donôt know the man personally but 

most know him as the rescuer and 

restorer of old historic buildings in 

both King William and King and 

Queen  counties.  He does not see 

an old dilapidated building that 

most people would tear down or 

burn down. He sees it as 

something that was a part of 

history and he restores it to its 

former beauty. 

  Born and raised in the small 

village of Walkerton to Janet 

Temple Griggs and S. Ryland 

Walker, he is married to Nora 

Acree Walker (Biddy) and is the 

father of a daughter, Evelyn 

Ryland Walker (Carlee). Carlee is 

married to David Mann and they 

have one son, Wilks. 

  After he returned to Walkerton 

from a three year stint in the 

Marines, it broke his heart to come 

home and find many of the 

bui ld ings d i lap idated  and 

overgrown in vines. Mr. Walker 

stated, ñYou canôt know how 

much I loved this town when I was 

growing up as a little boy. I 

wanted to put this town back as 

clean and neat as I knew as a 

child.ò 

  In 1969 he bought the abandoned 

Taylor and Caldwell, Inc. cannery 

located by the Mattaponi River. 

The plant once canned black-eyed 

peas, butter beans and peas but the 

plant closed in 1955. He spent the 

next few years cleaning it up. He 

converted part of the cannery into 

an office, a self-service boat and 

car wash and a ñDairy Treatò 

snack bar. In the next few years he 

bought several more buildings in 

Walkerton and restored them. He 

bought the canneryôs water supply, 

helped organize 40 subscribers 

who formed the Walkerton Water 

Systems and he put up $12,500 

needed to buy the community 

water system. Later the state 

highway tore down the cannery to 

make way for the new bridge to 

cross the river. He bought the old 

steel span. It sits next to the new 

bridge and is in the middle of a 

waterfront park that can be used by 

people launching boats on the 

river. 
Please see WALKER, on page 7. Carroll Lee Walker 

Discussing Rural Economic Development  

Please see full story on page 11. 
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  Donôt Miss Another Issue! 
 

If you are not receiving 

t h e  C o u n t r y 

Courier and you 

live outside the 

community, you can 

subscribe for an Annual 

Rate of $30.00 (includes 

postage) and keep up with the latest 

news from King William and King 

and Queen counties.   

Publisherôs Message 
 

8014 Lee Davis Road, Mechanicsville 7̔46-8665 

A 120 Year  

Tradition of Caring  

 Bennett Funeral Home was established in 1897 to serve the needs of 

Richmond families.  Since then, this locally owned and operated business has con-

tinued to serve the community with its unique combination of caring and conven-

ience. 

 This tradition of excellence  can be seen in the four beautiful chapels lo-

cated throughout the Richmond area: centrally located on Cutshaw Avenue in the 

city, on Broad Street Road past Innsbrook,  serving the Hanover-Mechanicsville 

area on Lee-Davis Road and Chesterfield Chapel on Ashbrook Pkwy. in Chester-

field. All four facilities are under the personal direction of Charles D. Morehead, 

President. 

 In a time of need, you can turn to Bennett Funeral Home with trust and 

confidence.  It serves families of all faiths with personal service, before, during, 

and after.  There is a long tradition of professionalism and caring. 

 One way in which Bennett cares for families, is by offering a convenient 

and personalized pre-need program.  Through this program pre-need planning, you 

can spare your loved ones the burden of making decisions at an emotional time.  

Call Bennett Funeral Home at 746-8665 to schedule a pre-planning consultation.

BENNETT funeral home 

Caring Since 1897 

By Florence Cooke 

 

  About 9:45 p.m. on Wednesday night, 

February 6. A fire was reported in a residential 

structure at 1719 Canterbury Road.  A passerby 

saw the fire and determined there were two 

fully involved structures ï a house and a 

workshop that possibly contained explosives, 

and a steel building with equipment and 

several vehicles in the yard. 

  Upon arrival units reported heavy fire 

conditions driven by wind.  Fire units from 

Walkerton, Upper King and Queen, Central 

King and Queen, King William, and 

Mangohick responded, as well as King and 

Queen Emergency Services. Units remained on 

scene until 2 a.m. controlling hot spots. 

  The cause of the fire has not yet been 

determined.  The house had been vacant for 

some time. 

Fire Destroys Two Structures in King & Queen  

  I wish to thank Carroll Lee Walker for allowing the Country Courier to do a 

feature story about him. I, as well as many newspapers and organizations have 

wanted to do this for many years. Carroll Lee has never sought or asked for any 

recognition or special thanks for the many things he has done for the community and 

many of us who live in these communities. Because of Carroll Lee and the Walker 

family, many historic landmarks and buildings will remain for future generations to 

see and enjoy. 

  I think it was Jefferson who said, "What man creates that border on the eternal, 

these are the things he will be remembered by." I believe Thomas Jefferson had men 

like Carroll Lee Walker in mind when he spoke those words. 
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Equine Talk Sponsored by: 

360 Hardware and T-Town Tack  

 

WASHINGTON ï Congressman Rob 

Wittman (VA-01) applauded President 

Trump for signing H.R. 984, 

the Thomasina E. Jordan Indian Tribes of 

Virginia Federal Recognition Act of 

2017 into law. This legislation, 

championed by Rep. Wittman, grants 

federal recognition to six Virginia Indian 

tribes. Rep. Wittman introduced the bill in 

February of 2017 and today, nearly one 

year later, it is receiving the presidentôs 

signature. 

  ñToday we celebrate a decade of hard 

work. Our ófirst contact' tribes of the 

Commonwealth of Virginia will finally 

receive the recognit ion they 

deserve,ò Rep. Wittman said. ñThis is an 

issue of respect; federal recognition 

acknowledges and protects the historical 

and cultural identities of these tribes. 

Not only will it affirm the government -to

-government relationship between the 

United States and the Virginia tribes, 

but it will create opportunities to 

enhance and protect the well-being of 

tribal members. I want to thank 

Senators Kaine and Warner and 

Representatives Scott, Beyer, and 

Connolly for supporting my efforts as we 

finally give these tribes the recognition 

they have long deserved.ò 

  This law grants federal recognition to the 

Chickahominy, the Eastern Chickahominy, 

the Upper Mattaponi, the Rappahannock, 

the Monacan, and the Nansemond tribes. 

These tribes received official recognition 

from the Commonwealth of Virginia but 

had faced barriers preventing them from 

receiving federal recognition due gaps in 

official records. The Thomasina E. Jordan 

Indian Tribes of Virginia Federal 

Recognition Act of 2017 rights this wrong.  

  Federal recognition grants Virginiaôs 

tribes legal standing and status in 

relationships with the U.S. government. 

This status enables the tribes to pursue 

repatriation of historical and cultural 

artifacts, comment on federal agency 

actions that could affect their future, and 

gain access to a number of federal 

programs. 

  Rep. Wittman introduced H.R. 984 on 

February 7, 2017. The bill passed the 

House by voice vote on May 17, 2017 and 

the Senate by Unanimous Consent on 

January 11, 2018. President Trump signed 

the legislation into law this afternoon. 

   Congressman Rob Wittman represents 

the 1st District of Virginia. He serves on 

the House Natural Resources Committee 

and the House Armed Services Committee, 

where he is the Chairman of the Seapower 

and Projection Forces Subcommittee. 

  

President Trump Signs Virginia Tribes Recognition 

Bill Authored by Wittman into Law  

A Doctorôs Visit 
 

 

By Allen Brintley and ñPipò 

 

  Did the groundhog see his shadow 

or not? Are we going to have 6 more 

weeks of winter or not? We have had 

some cold temperatures at times and 

we may still get a good snowfall yet 

so be prepared and make sure your 

animals have plenty of hay and 

water.  

  The vet came out the other day for 

Pipôs shots twice a year and I was 

thinking how wonderful it is that 

they still make house calls. Regular 

doctors havenôt made house calls for 

people in a long time. You have to 

wait so long to get in and see them. I 

thought of a story about a guy going 

to the doctorôs office. 

  There was a guy named Bubba that 

stopped by the doctorôs office and 

went in to the counter. The 

receptionist asked ñSo Bubba, what 

have you got?ò He said ñShingles.ò 

She told him to have a seat and fill 

out all this paperwork and someone 

would be with him shortly. After 20 

minutes, a nurseôs assistant came out 

and took him back and weighed him, 

checked his height, etc. and told him 

to have a seat in the examining room. 

Another 20 minutes went by and a 

registered nurse came in and asked 

him ñBubba, what do you have?ò He 

said ñShingles.ò The nurse took his 

pulse, blood pressure, temperature 

and told him to get undressed and sit 

on the examining table and the 

doctor would be with him shortly. 

After about 30 minutes, the doctor 

finally came in with his file and saw 

Bubba sitting on the table naked and 

asked him ñHi Bubba, what do you 

have?ò Bubba said ñShingles.ò The 

doctor said ñWell letôs have a look. 

Where are they at?ò Bubba said ñIn 

the back of my truck. Iôm just a 

delivery driver.ò 

 

  You can call me at 690-7870 or 

e m a i l  m e  a t 

Allen@TwinRiversRealty.com. Iôll 

see you on the trails. 
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Obituaries 
JACKSON 
Jackson, Walter Lee, 

79 of St. Stephenôs 

Church, VA passed 

away peacefully at 

his home on January 

28, 2018 surrounded 

by his family. Walter 

is survived by his 

loving and devoted 

wife, Susiette, of over 

58 years, son Charles 

Comer Jackson (Jennifer), daughters, Brenda 

Lee Jackson, Sue Jackson Murray (Troy), 

Mary Jackson Bickford (Gary), eleven 

grandchildren, one great-grandchild and a 

loving extended family. He was predeceased  

by his parents Gustavus Vasa Jackson Sr,.  

Susie Pearl Jackson, sister Anne Jackson 

Morledge, brother Dr. Gustavus Vasa 

Jackson Jr. and his beloved Aunt Nell and 

Uncle Jim Simpkins Walter was born in 

Richmond, VA on Sept 21, 1938 in Highland 

Park, where he attended John Marshall High 

School and was a member of ñFò Company in 

the schoolôs cadet corps. He served in the 

Army National Guard. Walter was a member 

of the Tappahannock Jaycees,  served as 

Upper King and Queen Ruritan President and 

Chesapeake District Governor. Walter was a 

member of the Coast Guard Auxillary, 

American Legion, ACCA Shriners, Scottish 

Rite, Jesterôs, Rappatomac Shrine Club, and 

Past Master of Arlington Lodge No. 102 A. 

F.  & A. M. Charter Member King William 

Rescue Squad, Charter Member Upper King 

and Queen Ruritan, King and Queen 

Republican Party Past Chairman, Member 

King and Queen Historical Society, Member 

Virginia Farm Bureau, Member Bent Barrel 

Hunt Club, Member Crime Solvers. 

 Walter was a Deacon, Trustee and Sunday 

School Teacher at St. Stephenôs Baptist 

Church and Scoutmaster. Walter could 

always be found at an event or fundraiser.  

Walter had many business ventures including 

a Barbershop, Reeves Beauty and Barber 

Supplies, Jackson's Nursery, Jackson Farms, 

Soil and Water Conservation and retired as a 

Real Estate Agent. Walter was an avid 

outdoorsman who enjoyed hunting and 

fishing. Walter was passionate about his 

family, church, the community and his 

Country. The impact he had on all was 

profound. He adored his wife and what they 

did for their community. Walter had an 

infectious smile and a loving spirit. We were 

all so truly blessed to have him as a part of 

our lives. A viewing will be held at B. W. 

Whiteôs Funeral Home in Aylett, VA on 

Friday, February 2nd from 2-4pm and 6-8pm. 

Services will be held at St. Stephenôs Baptist 

Church on Saturday,  February 3rd at 

11:00am. A Masonic Graveside Service will 

be held. A reception will follow in the 

Fellowship Hall. In lieu of flowers, 

contributions can be made in his name to the 

Upper King and Queen Rescue Squad, St. 

Stephenôs Baptist Church, or the Shrinerôs 

Children Hospital. 

 

SPARROW 
  Wanda D. Sparrow of 

Little Plymouth, VA 

passed away peacefully 

o n  W e d n e s d a y 

morning, February 7, 

2018. 

  She was born on 

December 10, 1935 and 

was the daughter of the 

late Leonard F. Day and 

Rachel M. Day. 

  Wanda was employed in retail in Richmond 

for La Vogue for 39 years. She worked in 

sales, as a store manager, and as an area 

supervisor. For many of those years, she 

served as president of the Willow Lawn 

Merchantôs Association. Wanda retired to the 

family's home on the Mattaponi River in 

1993. She was a charter member of Skipwith 

Baptist Church in Richmond Va. and was a 

longtime member of Poroporone Baptist 

Church in Shacklefords, Va. Wanda also 

devoted 10 years to the King and Queen 

County Electoral Board. 

  She was preceded in death by her loving 

husband of 64 years, Jack L. Sparrow. 

She is survived by her son and daughter-in-

law, David and Dana Sparrow of 

Mechanicsville, VA; son, Kirk Sparrow of 

Richmond, VA; her brother, Wayne Day 

(Betty) of Forest, VA; her sister, Anita 

Hudson (David) of Southpoint, NC; her 

grandchildren, Travis Sparrow (Nicole) and 

April Sellers (John); and her great-

grandchildren, Brooklyn and Ryder Sellers 

and Jack and Eli Sparrow. 

  Service will be held at 1:00 pm on 

Thursday, February 15th at Vincent Funeral 

Home in West Point, VA. The family will 

receive friends 1 hour prior to the service at 

the funeral home. 

  In lieu of flowers, please contribute to the 

Poroporone Baptist Church Building Fund, 

3071 The Trail, Shacklefords, VA 23156 in 

Wanda's name. Tributes may be posted at 

www.vincentfh.com. 


