
J a n u a r y  3 1 ,  2 0 1 8             T h e  C o u n t r y  C o u r i e r                                            p a g e  1  

 

Prst STD 

U.S. Postage Paid 

Permit No. 2 

Aylett, VA 23009 

S e r v i n g  t h e  K i n g  W i l l i a m  a n d  K i n g  a n d  Q u e e n  C o m m u n i t i e s  s i n c e  1 9 8 9 

Country Courier 
Wednesday, January 31, 2018 Volume 29 Issue 6 

www.countrycouriernews.com 

 

Cooperativeôs Region IX 

Board Member  

Vacancy Filled 

Eugene L. Campbell Jr.  

Fredericksburg ï In the fall, the Board 

of Directors of Rappahannock Electric 

Cooperative (REC) announced the 

Region IX director vacancy in 

Cooperative Living magazine and in 

several newspapers. Region IX covers 

the counties of Essex, King and Queen, 

and King William. After interviewing all 

candidates, the Board took action to 

appoint Eugene L. Campbell Jr. to the 

position. In accordance with the Bylaws, 

Campbell began serving the Region IX 

term effective January 17, 2018. 

  Campbell actively volunteers with both 

service driven and economic 

development organizations. He currently 

chairs the King William Economic 

Development Authority and is a part of 

the King William Internet Connectivity 

Initiative. Campbell was appointed to the 

County Electoral Board where he 

currently serves as chairman. 

 

Please see CAMPBELL, on page 10. 

Bobbie Tassinari Named King William County Administrator  

Bobbie Tassinari prepares for her duties as the new County Administrator    

  King and Queen County School Board 

reorganized at the January 24, 2018 regular 

meeting. The School Board voted 

in unanimously a new School Board Chair, 

Harwood Hall and kept the same Vice-Chair, 

Howard Hill.   
    Reorganization of the School Board - 2018 

Board Chair ï Harwood Hall, Shanghai District 

Board Vice Chair ï Howard Hill, St. Stephens District 

Board Clerk- Anne Kennedy 

Board Deputy Clerk ï Donna Minson 

Chesapeake Bay Governorôs School Representative ï

Celestine Gaines, Newtown District 

Maggie L. Walker Governorôs School Representative  

Harwood Hall, Shanghai District 

Bridging Communities Reg. Career & Tech. Center 

Representative ï Harwood Hall, Shanghai District 

Discipline Committee ï Shannon Amos, Celestine 

Gaines, Howard Hill 

King & Queen School Board Recognition  

By Gene Campbell 

  At the January 22 regular meeting of the King William Board of Supervisors, Deputy County Administrator for Finance and 

Facilities, Bobbie Tassinari, was named County Administrator. She will take over from current County Administrator Mark Reeter 

on February 1. Bobbie is no stranger to the County Administrative Building. In June 2016 Bobbie became King William County 

Director of Finance and in November 2017 was named Deputy County Administrator.   

  Bobbie has a wealth of knowledge and experience in administrative duties. She has worked in the Office of the State Inspector 

General and Virginia Department of Health.  Before moving to Virginia she served as Director of Facility Services at the University 

of North Texas and was also University Budget Director and System Administrator. She also served as Chief Financial Officer at the 

Texas State Water & Soil Conversation Board.                                                                                  Please see TASSINARI, on page5. 

Pictured from Left to Right:  Shannon Amos, Celestine Gaines, Howard Hill, 

Harwood Hall, and Brenda Lee. 
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  Donôt Miss Another Issue! 
 

If you are not receiving 

t h e  C o u n t r y 

Courier and you 

live outside the 

community, you can 

subscribe for an Annual 

Rate of $30.00 (includes 

postage) and keep up with the latest 

news from King William and King 

and Queen counties.   

Publisherôs Message 
 

8014 Lee Davis Road, Mechanicsville 7̔46-8665 

A 120 Year  

Tradition of Caring  

 Bennett Funeral Home was established in 1897 to serve the needs of 

Richmond families.  Since then, this locally owned and operated business has con-

tinued to serve the community with its unique combination of caring and conven-

ience. 

 This tradition of excellence  can be seen in the four beautiful chapels lo-

cated throughout the Richmond area: centrally located on Cutshaw Avenue in the 

city, on Broad Street Road past Innsbrook,  serving the Hanover-Mechanicsville 

area on Lee-Davis Road and Chesterfield Chapel on Ashbrook Pkwy. in Chester-

field. All four facilities are under the personal direction of Charles D. Morehead, 

President. 

 In a time of need, you can turn to Bennett Funeral Home with trust and 

confidence.  It serves families of all faiths with personal service, before, during, 

and after.  There is a long tradition of professionalism and caring. 

 One way in which Bennett cares for families, is by offering a convenient 

and personalized pre-need program.  Through this program pre-need planning, you 

can spare your loved ones the burden of making decisions at an emotional time.  

Call Bennett Funeral Home at 746-8665 to schedule a pre-planning consultation.

BENNETT funeral home 

Caring Since 1897 

 By Florence Cooke 

 

  Jennifer and Brooks Lusk 

and two children, Savanna 

and Christian, have a new 

family member.  He is two 

year old Micah who was 

adopted from Niger, 

Africa. 

  Jennifer went to Niger 

Africa on a Medical 

Maternity Mission in 

February 2016 as a part of 

Equity Concepts and 

Mechanicsville Christian 

Center.  While visiting at 

the Good Samaritan 

Orphanage, she spotted a small baby boy 

that had a light that shone over him.  

When she held him, he put his head on her 

shoulder and hugged her tight. She knew 

that this was going to be her new son. 

  When she came home, the Lusk family 

began the process of adopting this baby. 

The costs mounted and the family sold the 

family tractor and did fundraisers to raise 

the necessary money. The family got word 

that the baby named Micah would be their 

son in February 2017. They received a 

phone call to travel in September 2017. 

Micah has been in Virginia since October 

2 and he is doing very well. He is learning 

English and bonding with his new family. 

  Jen states, ñI would like to take a 

moment to say thank you to every person 

who has donated or helped fundraise 

through many different avenues, so that 

we could bring our son home from Niger, 

Africa. It is truly a blessing to do Godôs 

work and adopt a child to give him a 

forever home. 

  If you ever think something is 

impossible, like we almost did when we 

realized the cost of adoption, look to 

Jesus. He is our provider who makes 

everything possible. Again we are grateful 

for what you did to help answer our 

prayers.ò 

King William Family Adopts African Child  

  Each time you receive your Country Courier we are 

that much closer to Spring, only 48 days now till 

March 20th when Spring officially begins. February is 

the shortest month, only 28 days. Don't give in to 

cabin fever. Keep engaged in what makes you happy, 

the next thing you know Spring will be here. 

Take care till next time... 
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See details and terms of auction 

www.GrindstaffAuctions.com VAAF 612  (804) 301-2488 

Building is full again- Antique and Traditional furniture, DIY painting 

projects, Glassware, Advertisements, County collectibles, Lighting, Artwork, 

Woodworking tools, Lawn and Garden tools, and much more. 

 ñProviding Auction Services for Over 35 Yearsò 

 

 

5098 Richmond Tappahannock HWY (At Intersection of RT. 360 and RT. 30) Beside 7-11 

Aylett, Va. 23009 

By Florence Cooke 

 

  Two King and Queen artists, David and 

Gwynn Litchfield, are the featured artists 

for the opening gallery show for 2018 at 

the Tappahannock Artists Guildôs gallery 

from January  ï  February 25. 

  The coupleôs adventures have yielded 

inspiration and insight into the world 

outside Tappahannock.  Daveôs 

photographs  and  his wife Gwynnôs 

watercolor paintings contrast and explore 

the natural world at home and abroad.  

Gwynnôs delicate floral scenes convey the 

intricacy of details that have earned her 

the logo spot on the Garden Club of 

Virginia 2017 State Lily Show.  David 

finds inspiration in the natural world for 

his photographs. 

  Many of Gwynnôs paintings are inspired 

by Davidôs photographs.  Gwynn states, 

ñOur return to the Barefoot family farm 

near Walkerton nearly 25 years ago has 

been a constant inspiration with its natural 

beauty.ò 

  The exhibit is open Thursday ï Sunday 

from 12 noon ï 4 p.m. at the 

Tappahannock Art Gallery at the corner of 

Prince Street and Water Lane. 

Two King & Queen Artists Have Gallery 

Show in Tappahannock  

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO  
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Equine Talk Sponsored by: 

360 Hardware and T-Town Tack  

 

Two Words 
By Allen Brintley and ñPipò 

 

  The more things that we can expose 

our animals to and help them to work 

through and accept, the better off 

weôll be. There are some things that 

may only come up once or twice a 

year, like getting shots from the vet. I 

remember when Pip was young. I 

wanted her to be safe and accepting 

while getting vaccinated each year. 

The idea of sticking a thousand 

pound animal with a needle a few 

times didnôt sound like much fun for 

either of us. So I had the bright idea 

of pinching her on the neck to 

simulate getting a shot. I started off 

easy and got harder until I got a 

slight reaction. She looked at me as if 

to say ñWhat in the heck are you 

doing to me?ò I immediately gave 

her a treat and praised her. We 

worked on that a few times each day 

until it was just a regular routine for 

her. She got so good at it that I think 

she wanted me to pinch her more so 

she could get more treats. 

  I heard a story the other day about a 

guy that became a monk and the 

head of the monastery told him that 

he had to take a vow of silence, but 

once a year on his anniversary he 

could say two words. Well the first 

year went by and the new monk was 

called in and asked what his two 

words were. He said ñFood, Bad.ò 

The head monk said ñThanks now go 

back to your work.ò The second year 

passed and he was called in again 

and asked for his two words. The 

monk said ñBed, Hard.ò The head 

monk thanked him and sent him back 

to work. The third year came around 

and he was called in again for his 

two words. The young monk said ñI 

Quit!ò The head monk said ñI figured 

as much. Youôve done nothing but 

complain since youôve been here!ò  

  If we work on things more than 

once a year with our animals, maybe 

we wonôt have a complainer on our 

hands.  

  You can contact me at 690-7870 or 

e m a i l  m e  a t 

Allen@twinriversrealty.com. Iôll see 

you on the trails.  

By Gene Campbell 

  Remember the movie 

"Thunder Road" starring 

Robert Mitchum?? Well, if 

you attended the first 

quarterly meeting of the 

King William Historical 

Society on Sunday January 

21, scenes of Robert 

"barrel ing" down the 

backroads in his "souped up" 

1950 Ford certainly came to 

mind. Society members 

gathered at the County 

Administration Building as 

Bobby Watkins (a long time 

resident of Tappahannock) 

was busy displaying his pictures and items collected over 35 years as a Virginia Alcoholic 

Beverage Control Agent. Bobby was the guest speaker and he was preparing to tell Society 

members some fascinating stories and encounters he had during his life time as a "revenuer" 

chasing bootleggers. Now when you think of "revenuers" you think of moonshine, right? And 

when you think of moonshine you think of the mountains, right? Well, Bobby will tell you the 

illegal business of distilling liquor is not primarily in the mountainous regions of the state....in 

fact, Bobby said one of his biggest moonshine busts was in King William!! Thus when he sat 

down and wrote his book, the title "Not Necessarily in Them Thar Hills" came naturally to him.   

  From the story about catching one of the biggest moonshiners eating a can of beans in one of 

"them thar fields" after a game warden gave him a "tip" he smelled "mash"....to the time when he 

(Bobby) was transporting an arrested moonshiner and let the moonshiner drive because he 

(Bobby) was just too sleepy to drive.....these men (moonshiner and revenuer) all respected each 

other and became friends even though they were on opposite sides of the law. Bobby said he 

estimates raiding 400-500 stills in his career. He has been shot at but he never shot anyone. His 

nickname in the business was "Running Bear" because in his younger days he was "pretty darn 

quick" on his feet.  Bobby said he had his informants, and they were sly about giving him 

information. For instance an "old timer" who he occasionally visited told him one day "I saw a 

turkey cross the road by the Church the other day....I reckon he got a nest behind the Church". 

And so it goes, as long as people have a taste for "apple pie" or "popsicle" you will have 

moonshine. Bobby's book can be purchased on Amazon.com. 

Them Thar Hills  

Bobby Watkins displays his souvenirs and pictures collected as a 

"revenuer" 
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Walkerton Fire Department Hosts Fire Fighter 1 Class 

By Florence Cooke 

  Starting in January the Walkerton Fire 

Department is hosting a Firefighter 1 class 

for future firemen.  Eighteen students 

from the four King and Queen 

departments ï Lower King and Queen, 

Central King and Queen, Walkerton, 

Upper King and Queen and one from 

Essex,  will receive State Certification at 

the completion of the class in June. 

During the 160 hours, the students will be 

training in pump operations, self ï 

contained breathing apparatus, personal 

safety, hose operations plus many more 

skills. 

  Several students in the class are junior 

members between the ages of 16 ï 18 and 

are not allowed to drive trucks.  These 

junior members are preparing for the next 

level in training and at 18, they will 

become fully trained fire fighters. 

  Robbie Coleman, Captain of the 

Walkerton Fire Department, stated:   

ñBecause of classes with this type of 

training, the students can consider a career 

as a paid firefighter. Through the years 

several of our members have chosen 

firefighting as a career, having started as a 

volunteer in Walkerton.  We are proud of 

these firefighters and glad that we could 

give them a good start.ò 

  The class is not state funded.  It is funded 

with private grant support. 

Captain Coleman states, ñThis class will 

build greater working relationships 

between departments.ò 

  Bobbie said "My goals as the County 

Administrator will be to promote the 

beauty of and opportunities within King 

William County, provide stable and 

efficient services to the citizens 

and  businesses, and be responsive to new 

ideas that will benefit the County." 

   Bobbie and her husband Sergio have 

lived in King William for 4 1/2 

years.  They have two children who are 

currently serving in the military overseas. 

TASSINARI, continued from front page 
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Obituaries 
LONGEST 

Longest, John Roland Jr., 

102 of St. Stephens 

Church passed away 

peacefully surrounded by 

family on January 14, 

2018. John was born on 

August 7, 1915 to the 

late John R. and L. Pearl 

Longest and was one of 

eleven children. He was 

preceded in death by his son J. Roland lll, 

grandson Joseph D. Acors, sisters; Jennie 

M. Longest, Lelia Seiler (George), 

Elizabeth Thomas (Hawthorne) and Sadie 

P. Longest; brother G. Merl Longest Sr; 

three brother-in-laws William Hitchcock, 

Silas Swenson and Richard Hockaday. He 

is survived by his wife of 74 years 

Margaret C. Longest; son James Longest 

(Sharon) of Mechanicsville, Va.; daughter 

Georgia Acors (Dennis) of Spotsylvania 

Co.; daughter-in-law Margie Longest; 

brothers Robert, Earl (Gladys); sisters A. 

Norris Hockaday, Emma Jean Hitchcock 

and Pauline Swenson; sister-in-law Helen 

H. Longest; five grandchildren and four 

great grandchildren. John retired from a 

career with the Virginia Highway 

Department and was involved with 

farming throughout his lifetime. Funeral 

services will be held 1 pm on Thursday at 

B.W. White Funeral Home, Rt. 360 Aylett 

with visitation beginning at noon. 

Interment will follow in the Longest 

Family Cemetery at Green Chambers 

Farm. In lieu of flowers memorial 

contributions may be made to the 

Mattaponi Rescue Squad or Upper King 

and Queen Fire Dept. 

 

JESSIE 

Charles Evan Jessie, 70  peacefully passed 

away Sunday, January 21, 2018, Center 

Cross VA, He is survived by his Sonôs 

Ricky E Jessie and William C Jessie. Eight 

grandchildren, Crystal, Ronnie, Ricky, 

Star, David, William, Dillan and Evan. 

Five great grandchildren, Gabby, Emilie, 

Derrick, Pierson, Chloe and KJ.   Viewing 

at B. W White Funeral home in Aylett, VA 

Tuesday Jan 23rd from 3pm to 8pm 

Graveside service will be performed by 

Pastor David Dunaway at the Family 

Cemetery located @ 850  White House 

Lane, Center Cross, VA on Jan 24th at 12 

noon. 

 

PFEIFER 

Pfeifer, Teresa Darlene Edmonds ñMissyò, 

51, passed away peacefully on January 2, 

2018, at her home in King and Queen.  She 

was born December 1, 1966, in South 

Boston.  Teresa was a kind, ambitious 

woman who didnôt hesitate to help others 

and make them smile.  She enjoyed 

adventure and being outdoors.  Her 

favorite hobbies were caring for plants and 

animals, taking pictures, and watching old 

movies (over and over).  Having a heart of 

gold, Teresa befriended just about 

everyone she encountered.  Known as 

ñmomò to many, Teresa shared her love 

with everyone she metðeven taking in 

someone in need and caring for them as if 

they were her own.  The most important 

thing to her was spending time with family 

and loved ones.  Teresa was preceded in 

death by her father, Thomas Edmonds, Sr. 

and her daughter, Misty Jung.  Left to 

cherish her memory are her husband, Don 

Pfeifer; mother, Peggy Neece (Hewey); 

sons, Richard Jung, Jr. (Melinda) and 

Hewey Jung (Angel); two grandchildren, 

Cheyenne and Tempest Jung; siblings, 

Thomas Edmonds, Jr., Michael Neece, and 

Jewel Neece; a host of beloved extended 

family; as well as her devoted friend, Jon.  

A memorial service will be held 2 p.m. 

Saturday, February 3, 2018 at the 

Mechanicsville Chapel of the Bennett 

Funeral Home, 8014 Lee-Davis Rd.  In 

lieu of flowers, the family requests that 

donations be sent to the March of Dimes 

( ww w. ma r c ho fd i me s . o r g ) .   A 

remembrance website has been created in 

h o n o r  o f  T e r e s a  a t 

www.forevermissed.com/teresa-pfeifer. 

 

RAINES 

Charlotte Clark Raines, 54 of Aylett, went 

to be with our Lord and Savior Friday 

January 12th, 2018 after a short battle with 

cancer. She is survived by her husband 

Bryant, her two children Samantha Sibley 

(Alex) and William "Billy" Brown, her 

sister Linda Harbottle (Jack), and her two 

grandchildren Natalie and Liam. A 

memorial service will be held at the King 

William Fire House January 27th 2018 

from 2-5 PM, family and friends 

welcome.  

 

WOODFIN  

Gregory Scott Woodfin, 58 went home to 

be with his Lord after an extended illness.  

He was preceded in death by his mother, 

Betty P. Woodfin and his sister, Melody 

W. Harris.  Greg is survived by his loving 

family, wife, Dale E. Woodfin, daughters, 

Kelly M. McCray, (Eric), Stacy A. Henry 

and son Gregory Scott Woodfin, Jr.  He is 

also survived by his father, Lennie Earl 

Woodfin and grandchildren, Madison and 

Austin McCray.  Frank M. Harris, brother-

in-law to Greg, has been a true brother.  

Greg leaves two aunts, Agnes W. 

Mathews, (Richard) and Teresa P. Lloyd, 

(Tom).  He leaves his niece, Rachel H. 

Proumen, (Adrian) and nephew, Travis M. 

Harris, (Angela) and other family 

members.  Mr. Woodfin was an Eagle 

Scout and a Mason.  He was a member of 

Fairfield Presbyterian Church in 

Mechanicsville.  Greg loved the outdoors 

and was an avid sportsman.  He was a 

lover of history and had a wealth of 

knowledge.  He was a loving husband, 

father, and grandfather.  He will be dearly 

missed.  His Shih-Tzu (Patches) was his 

best friend and companion.  In lieu of 

flowers, please make donations to Fairfield 

Presbyterian Church, Mechanicsville, VA.  

The family wishes to thank the church for 

their prayers, love and support over the 

years. 

 

BOOKER 

James L. Booker 

died peacefully 

Friday, January 

26, 2018. Age 91. 

Honorable Navy 

Veteran. Beloved 

father of DC area 

Voice Coach, 

Sally Booker-

W a l l e r . 

Cherished brother 

o f  C o r d e l i a 

Freeman. Adored Grandfather to Kyle, 

Kameko & Kamyah Ahn. Loved and 

missed by a host of family and dear 

friends. Visitation Saturday February 3, 

2018 at 11a.m. followed by Funeral 

Service at 12p.m. at Mullins & Thompson 

Funeral Home of Dignity Memorial 

located at:186 Shelton Shop Rd., Stafford, 

VA 22554. Condolences, cards and 

flowers will be received at funeral home. 

Interment Monday, February 5, 2018 at 

Quantico National Cemetery. Contact: 

Funeral Director, Jeff Parsons at 540-659-

7690 for questions. Find full obit. at http://

www.dignitymemorial.com 

 

 


