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VSU Offers Free Five-Week Beekeeping  

for Beginners Course 

Herb White Recognized for 30 Years of 

Service to King William 

Supervisor Chairman Travis Moskalski (left) presents a Resolution of Appreciation to 

Herb White (right) as Herb's wife Marian, sister-in-law JoAnn White, sister Mary 

Leigh McDonald, and brother Emmett White look on.     

By Gene Campbell 

  At the December 18th regular meeting of the 

King William Board of Supervisors, local 

resident Herbert L. White, Jr. was presented a 

Resolution of Appreciation by the Supervisors 

for his 30 years of service to the county.  Herb 

has served the county and community in many 

ways including 30 years as a member of the 

Board of Zoning Appeals in which he was 

Chairman for 27 years.  His wife Marian and 

other family members were on hand to witness 

the presentation.   

 

Please see BOS, on page7. 

By Gene Campbell 

  Two of King William's "finest gentlemen" turned 91 this year.....T. D. Stuart turned 

91 on August 18th and Tom Newman turned 91 on December 22nd.  Both are regulars 

at the "corner coffee club", Valero's at the intersection of Rt. 360 and 30.  These two 

gentlemen with their words of wisdom are an inspiration to us ALL who venture to the 

corner every morning to socialize and take our "daily dose of life".  Looking forward 

to # 92 gentlemen!! 

BIRTHDAY BOYS   

T. D. Stuart celebrates his birthday with "the ladies at Valero's" 

Tom Newman samples some of Wilma Townsend's delicious blueberry muffins made 

for him on his birthday    

  Beekeeping for Beginners is a free five-week 

course be ing he ld  a t  Hopewel l 

United Methodist Church, 4585 Dry Fork Rd, 

Dry Fork, VA (Pittsylvania County). Classes 

will be held for five consecutive Tuesdays 

beginning January 23, 2018, from 6:00 p.m. to 

8:00 p.m. There will also be a field day trip to a 

hive on Saturday, March 3, weather permitting. 

  This five-week course is being offered by the 

Small Farm Outreach Program (SFOP) of 

Virginia State University (VSU) Cooperative 

Extension. It is designed for individuals 

interested in starting a beekeeping operation. 

  Participants will learn about the history and 

purpose of beekeeping; the basic biology of 

bees and equipment needed; getting started and 

harvesting; and how to manage pests, disorders 

and parasites. Mike Rogers and Patrick Ferrer 

from the Pittsylvania County Beekeepers 

Association will be presenters in the course, 

along with Berry Hines, a master beekeeper. 

  Registration is free. To register, 

visit www.ext.vsu.edu/calendar, click on the 

event and then click on the registration link.  

  If you need further information or are a person 

with a disability and desire any assistive 

devices, services or other accommodations to 

participate in this activity, please contact Agent 

Cassidy Williams at (804) 704-4033, 

cwilliams@vsu.edu, or call the Small Farm 

Outreach Program office at (804) 524-3292 / 

(800) 828-1120 (TDD) during business hours of 

8 a.m. and 5 p.m. to discuss accommodations no 

later than five days prior to the event. 
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Send in check or money order 

today for only $30.00 a year! 
 

 

Name 

______________________________

_ 

Address 

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

___ 

 

Phone:________________________

_ 

 

E-mail: 

________________________ 
 

 

Make check or money orders payable to: 
 

Country Courier 
P.O. BOX 160 

St. Stephens Church, VA 23148 

The Country Courier welcomes letters 

from our readers, which will be published 

with the writerôs signature and county of 

residence. We accept calendar items at no 

charge for 50 words or less. The Country 

Courier reserves the right to edit letters 

and calendar items and print when space is 

available. 
 

Serving King William and  

King and Queen Counties  
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Twin Rivers Building 

5833 Richmond Tapp. Hwy. 

Suite 107 B  

Aylett, VA. 23009 
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Danny Clark, Publisher 

Julie Clark Minor, Editor 

Gail Clark, Office Manager 

Armistead Saffer, Technical-Consultant 
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  Donôt Miss Another Issue! 
 

If you are not receiving 

t h e  C o u n t r y 

Courier and you 

live outside the 

community, you can 

subscribe for an Annual 

Rate of $30.00 (includes 

postage) and keep up with the latest 

news from King William and King 

and Queen counties.   

Publisherôs Message 
 

8014 Lee Davis Road, Mechanicsville 7̔46-8665 

A 120 Year  

Tradition of Caring  

 Bennett Funeral Home was established in 1897 to serve the needs of 

Richmond families.  Since then, this locally owned and operated business has con-

tinued to serve the community with its unique combination of caring and conven-

ience. 

 This tradition of excellence  can be seen in the four beautiful chapels lo-

cated throughout the Richmond area: centrally located on Cutshaw Avenue in the 

city, on Broad Street Road past Innsbrook,  serving the Hanover-Mechanicsville 

area on Lee-Davis Road and Chesterfield Chapel on Ashbrook Pkwy. in Chester-

field. All four facilities are under the personal direction of Charles D. Morehead, 

President. 

 In a time of need, you can turn to Bennett Funeral Home with trust and 

confidence.  It serves families of all faiths with personal service, before, during, 

and after.  There is a long tradition of professionalism and caring. 

 One way in which Bennett cares for families, is by offering a convenient 

and personalized pre-need program.  Through this program pre-need planning, you 

can spare your loved ones the burden of making decisions at an emotional time.  

Call Bennett Funeral Home at 746-8665 to schedule a pre-planning consultation.

BENNETT funeral home 

Caring Since 1897 

2018- A New Year is here.  I hope for all of us a 

year of good health, seeing our dreams & plans 

happening and a feeling of awareness and 

enjoyment of this MIRACULOUS thing we know 

as life.  

 

Take care until next time,  
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  A t  A y l e t t  t h i s  y e a r , 

Christmas@TheCornerStone started off 

with a special luncheon for about 70 

seniors and culminated with a visit from 

Santa and lady Claus to families at óThe 

CornerStoneô on December 16th. Over a 

hundred and twenty-five families took 

pictures with Santa that day.  

Pictures with Santa has been a special 

feature for the last fifteen years here in 

Aylett. John & Carrie Fischetti have been 

gracious each year sharing their resources. 

John is a professional photographer. 

Together with their daughters they combine 

their professionalism with grace and 

warmth at Christmas. There is much fun 

and laughter as the Fischetti family usher in 

the guests to pose with Santa that makes 

Christmas memorable to so many. Families 

look forward to this joyous experience and 

most of them try not to miss out.  

  Over a two-week period prior to 

Christmas, volunteers at óThe CornerStoneô 

spared no effort to have donations 

collected, sorted and distributed. Over 785 

children from King William, West Point 

and King & Queen got toys, games, 

puzzles and some even got bicycles for 

Christmas at Aylett this year.  

  A second part of the distribution of toys 

occurred around several other counties 

where óAylett Toys for Totsô works with 

existing Christmas programs. óThe 

CornerStone Community Development 

Centerôs Christmas Program came to a 

crossroad a few years back when the 

number for families needing help at 

Christmas surpassed the level of local 

donations. While community support is 

consistently amazing each year, leftover 

toys from the Gloucester Toys for Tots 

campaign became a supplemental resource 

for the shortfall. Last year óAylett Toys for 

Totsô was authorized by the U.S. Marine 

Toys for Tots Program to bring to children 

toys at Christmas. Local donations to the 

Christmas program are important to this 

endeavor as they have been for the past 16 

years. The Marines ensure that no child in 

need is left without a toy for Christmas.  

Not only do children in King William and 

King & Queen benefit from this generosity, 

several other counties participate in it as 

well. Well over 1400 children whose 

families qualified based on income in over 

ten counties received toys this Christmas 

through the Aylett Toys for Tots program. 

Donations are raised in these other counties 

too. Pictured is one of our toy drop off 

sites. 33 Toys for Tots boxes were at 

different drop sites. Some came in full and 

overflowing, few were nearly empty.  

  A Marine who served two terms made his 

appearance in uniform at our Christmas 

celebration in Aylett. This was a special 

gesture and brought home to us a reminder 

of those who give their all in sacrifice for 

others.  

  It would be impossible to name all those 

who contributed to making Christmas 

special this year but certainly will endeavor 

to thank them individually. Apart from our 

ever willing gang of volunteers we are 

treated to extraordinarily loving people 

who at this time of the year walk in ever so 

mindful of the families that óThe 

CornerStone CDCô takes care of through 

the year. One such morning a lady brought 

boxes with about 66 toys that her son had 

bought at a sale over the previous weekend. 

A kind, friendly and neighborly face, a 

hard working single mum reaching out to 

help families in need at Christmas. Several 

knocks on the door this season brought to a 

continuing realization that Christmas is all 

about loving and caring for people.  

  Cool Spring Primary School in King 

William celebrated 12 days of Christmas 

this year. When Dr. Rachel Ball called for 

a pickup of donations, volunteers had no 

idea that there was a load of 421 pairs of 

socks, 190 scarves, 155 hats, 165 pairs of 

gloves and 12 blankets apart from 482 food 

items apart from tooth brushes and tooth 

paste.  

  Local churches, groups and business 

helped to collect such donations as well. 

Food was in plentiful supply and the óWall 

of Hats, Scarves, Gloves and Socksô was 

loaded.  

West Rock at West Point led the  

donation trail with their employees  

gathering over 150 toys, games  

and puzzles and nine bicycles.  

  West Point public schools followed 

closely behind with a collection of 125 

toys, games and puzzles. Bicycles and toys 

have been distributed locally to children at 

WestPoint, King William and King and 

Queen families. Every attempt has been 

made to keep local donations, distributed 

locally and only to those in need. Teary 

eyes and grateful hearts say a big thank you 

to all donors and volunteers who so 

willingly and constantly give of their time, 

effort and needed resources.  

 Christmas@TheCornerStone  
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Equine Talk Sponsored by: 

360 Hardware and T-Town Tack  

  During the month of October Mervin 

Harris, President of the King William 

Branch NAACP, presented a bag of 

school supplies to each of the eight (8) 

third grade teachers at Acquinton 

Elementary School. In the group picture 

are two members of the NAACP: Cecelia 

Johnson and Brenda Pollard. 

King William Branch NAACP  

The Hearing Test 
 

 

 

By Allen Brintley and ñPipò 

 

  We hope everyone had a wonderful 

Christmas and Santa Claus filled your 

stockings with lots of goodies. Pipôs 

stocking was filled with apples. She 

must have been a very good girl this 

past year because she loves apples. 

The weather has been up and down 

lately. Iôm not complaining because I 

know it is winter. I think of Pip with 

her thick winter coat and the crazy 

temperatures. Iôll spend a little extra 

time and brush her down real good all 

over. I know Pip enjoys that because 

she will stand there relaxed on three 

legs with one back leg tipped up and 

lick on the hitching rail for as long as I 

want to brush her.  

  I enjoy the holidays because all my 

family can get together and tell some 

old stories and tales and everyone can 

have a good laugh. Some of them I 

canôt repeat. There is one about Mom 

and Dad that I can share.  

  Awhile back, Dad and I were talking 

and he said ñI think Momôs hearing is 

going bad.ò I told him that I hadnôt 

noticed but maybe he should take her 

to have it tested. The next afternoon 

Dad had the bright idea of performing 

his own hearing test on Mom. She was 

at the kitchen sink with her back to 

him and he was all the way on the 

other side of the living room watching 

her. He spoke up and asked ñMom, 

whatôs for supper?ò He didnôt get any 

response from her so he moved a little 

closer and repeated it. ñMom, whatôs 

for supper?ò She kept right on work-

ing and never flinched. He moved just 

inside the kitchen and asked again 

ñMom, whatôs for supper?ò Still, no 

response. He got a little closer and 

said ñMom, whatôs for supper?ò He 

still got no response from her so he 

walked right up behind her and asked 

ñMom, whatôs for supper?ò She turned 

around and glared at him and said 

ñCharlie, for the fifth time, chicken!ò 

  Dad still wonôt admit that heôs the 

one losing his hearing. You can call 

me at 690-7870 or email me at Al-

len@twinriversrealty.com. Iôll see you 

on the trails.  

 Mervin Harris, President of King William 

Branch NAACP.  

 

mailto:Allen@twinriversrealty.com
mailto:Allen@twinriversrealty.com
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  This holiday season the King William High 

School FFA too this message. The chapter 

partnered with some local churches and put 50 

shoeboxes together for the Samaritanôs Purse 

Christmas shoebox ministry.  

  The chapter worked with Howertonôs Baptist 

Church in Dunnsville and got the shoebox. The 

members decided to do 25 boxes for boyôs ages 

8-10, and 25 boxes for girlôs ages 8-10.    

  The group went to various dollar stores and 

shopped for items to fill the shoeboxes. The 

members got toys, games, coloring books, 

crayons, school supplies, and personal hygiene 

items for the kids. FFA advisors Howard Hill 

stated the students look forward to this project 

every year and it teaches them citizenship, 

which is a trade mark of our program.  

  Besides doing the shoeboxes, the FFA gave a 

$200.00 donation from their Fruit sale to the 

WRAR/WNNT Christmas programs. This 

program helps needy families in the Middles 

Peninsula and Northern Neck areas for the 

holidays.  Hunter Kidd shows off his driving skills 

in the operators event.  

Better to give, than to receive  

  During the fall, the King William High 

School FFA has competed in numerous 

events. At the end of the State Fair of 

Virginia, FFA chapters, and 4-H clubs from 

across the state completed in the state Law 

Mower Challenge. The contest consisted of 

a safety test, parts of an identification event, 

and an operators test. Hunter Kidd from 

King William placed 6th in the state out of 

30 contestants; also at the fair the chapterôs 

forestry team competed in the state FFA 

Junior Forest competition, the team placed 

24th out of 60 teams. The contest consisted 

of tree identification, and timber measuring. 

Members on the team were Will Reed, 

Tatum Upshaw, Ethan Hardwick, and Leah 

Pennington. The forestry team also 

competed in the Three River FFA 

Federation Forestry judging contest held at 

Pole Green Park in Hanover. The contest 

consisted of tree identification, mapping, 

DBH, tree values, saw-timber, and 

pulpwood measurements.  

 FFA members in Mr. Hill's Block 2B Class put together shoeboxes to be given around 

the world.  

The FFA in the News 

  Hi, I'm "Sassy"! I'm a stunning female 

Mastiff mix that's about 2-3 years old and 

weighs about 90lbs! I was surrendered to 

the Shelter because my owner could no 

longer care for me. I'm a very nice girl that 

loves treats! Ruff! 
 

Regional Animal Shelter 

Phone (804)-769-4983 

 

animalshelter@kingwilliamcounty.us 

www.facebook.com/RegionalAnimalShelter 

Pet Adoption 

mailto:animalshelter@kingwilliamcounty.us
http://www.facebook.com/RegionalAnimalShelter
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Letter to the Editor  

Letters to the Editor 
   We welcome signed letters to the editor. 

Each letter must carry the writers signature, 

full valid address, and daytime phone number. 

We reserve the right to edit for accuracy, 

brevity, clarity, legality, and taste. We do not 

guarantee that every letter received will be 

published. Letters reflect the opinions and 

positions of the writers and not The Country  

Courier. 

Dear Editor, 
 

  In a time when we hear about so much 

evil in the world, it is nice when we can 

experience kindness from a stranger and 

even more so when it happens in our 

hometown, King William, VA. My 

daughter stopped at Chill Stop, mid 

December, to get gas and needed to check 

her oil. While fumbling to get her hood 

open a customer came out of the store to 

help. He checked her oil, saw that she 

needed a quart, went in to help her the get 

the right kind and even filled it for 

her.  We really appreciate the kindness of 

that gentleman and are thankful that when 

her dad and I werenôt available to help that 

a stranger stepped in to give her a 

hand. My daughter did not get the name of 

the man who helped but I hope he sees 

this letter and knows how appreciative we 

are. Thanks again! 

  

Roger and Sandra Shumate 

King William 

In other matters the board: 

1. Approved 4-0 (Supervisor Hansen was 

not present) Resolution 17-59 - a 

conditional use permit for applicants Andy 

and Anita Davis to build a 1,000 SF 

second dwelling on property less than 50 

acres for a handicapped family member. 

2. Approved 4-0 adoption of Ordinance 22

-17 rezoning Z-03-17 consisting of 4.5 

acres owned by D. S. Mitchell Electric 

and Tri-County Appraisers from B-1

(Limited Business) to B-2(General 

Business). 

3. Approved 4-0 adoption of Ordinance 23

-17 rezoning Z-04-17 consisting of 15.96 

acres owned by Darrell Kellum, Inc. & 

Steve Adams, Inc. from AC (Agricultural-

Conversation) to B-2(General Business). 

4. Removed from the agenda 

consideration of Resolution 17-62 which 

would have authorized the use of  funds in 

the amount of $113,836 in the County 

Proffer Cash Fund 305 to help defray 

design costs of proposed new additions to 

the Hamilton Holmes Middle School 

Renovation Project. According to County 

Attorney Dan Stuck it was unclear if the 

funds from the Proffer Cash Fund can be 

used for the design work, therefore 

County Staff will come back to the Jan 8 

Supervisor Work Session with a useable 

source of funding. The proposed additions 

consists of (1) security improvements at 

the front entrance, (2) façade renewal to 

future administrative offices, and (3) 

improvements to the gymnasium 

including the boys and girls locker rooms. 

The Architect's estimated costs of the 

proposed  improvements to the project is 

$1,059,000. The improvements are being 

considered due to the contractor's 

construction bid of $9,985,000 coming in 

below the $11,600,000 construction 

budget.          

5.  Approved 4-0 waiving the building 

permit and land disturbance permit fees 

for the Hamilton Holmes Middle School 

Project.   

6.  Reviewed Fire and EMS Statistics for 

November with Fire Chief Andy Aigner. 

 

  The next meeting of the Board of 

Supervisors will be a work session on 

January 8th starting at 7pm at the County 

Administrative Bldg at the Courthouse 

Complex.   

LOST & FOUND PETS 
 

If you have lost or found a pet please contact the Regional 

Animal  Shelter to make a report. 

Owners are searching. 

(804)769-4983   email: animalshelter@kingwilliamcounty.us  

www.kingwilliamcounty.com/animal shelter 

20201 King William Road, King William, Virginia 23086 

    www.petfinder.com   Fax (804)769-4993 

  Wishing our customers a Prosperous, 

Healthy and Happy New Year.  

We appreciate your business. 

 

J.R. and Son's Handy Services 

Phone (804) 512-0933 

 

BOS, continued from front page 

Supervisor Chairman Travis Moskalski presents a Resolution of Appreciation to Herb White  


