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(left to right) Mollie Gregory, Addie 

Johnson and Eta Hill brave the 

windy weather with smiles.  

Rehoboth Salt Fish Breakfasts - Back by Popular Demand 

By Florence Cooke 

 

  Rehoboth Baptist Church at 5904 Acquinton 

Church Road will return to the popular salt fish 

breakfasts on Saturday, March 17th, from 7 ï 9 

a.m.  After taking an eighteen month break, many 

people have requested the return of the salt fish 

breakfasts. 

  Rehoboth Baptist Church at Acquinton Church 

Road moved into their new worship center in 

December 2006.  Shortly thereafter they began to 

host Salt Fish Breakfasts at their new facility.  

Initially they did two a year, one in the  Spring 

and one in the Fall.  This will be the first one 

since the Fall of 2016. 

  Breakfast includes salt fish, bacon, eggs, grits, 

apples, biscuits and pancakes.  The cost is $10 for 

12 years and older, $5 for ages 4 ï 11 and ages 3 

and under eat free.  The church provides first 

class service to all guests.  Everyone gets to sit 

and fellowship with others while the food and 

beverage are brought to your table. 

  The Rehoboth church family considers this 

breakfast  a great opportunity to be a witness to 

the community of Christians serving alongside 

each other with joy.  Galatians 5:13 states, ñFor 

you have been called to live in freedom, my 

brothers and sisters.  But donôt use your freedom to satisfy your sinful nature.  Instead use your freedom to serve one another in love.ò 

  If there are any questions, please call the church at 769 ï 8400. 

K.W. Farm Bureau 

Ag Day at 

360 Hardware  

Photos by Gene Campbell                                                                      

Story by Florence Cooke 

  On Saturday, March 3, over 200 people 

braved the cold wind to celebrate AG Day 

with the King William Farm Bureau at 360 

Hardware & Rental. 

  Farm Bureau celebrates Virginia AG Day 

in March to help Americans understand how 

food and fiber are produced; appreciate the 

role agriculture plays in providing safe, 

abundant and affordable products; and value 

essential role of agriculture in maintaining a 

strong economy. AG Day is  Farm Bureauôs 

way of showing appreciation to the local 

farmers. 

  Farm Bureau Field Director, Bryan 

Johnson, was present, as was King William 

Farm Bureau President Charlie Piersa and 

several local Farm Bureau Board Members.  

Tracy Porter from the Extension Office was 

available to answer any questions.  The staff 

of the Farm Bureau Office and members of 

the Womenôs Committee were present to 

welcome and assist the guests. 

  A lunch of hot dogs, chips, cookies and 

drinks were available for hungry guests.  

Award winning Brunswick stew by All 

Stewed Up Catering was available for walk 

up sales and preorders.  This stew, which is 

gluten free and uses only chicken, is cooked 

in a 80 gallon cast iron pot by Stewmaster 

Blly Moore, Stirmaster Michael Morrison 

and Stew Crew Taylor Hubbard. 

 

Please see 360, on page 13. 

By Florence Cooke 

 

  Virginia Outdoors Center at 

1144 Richmond Tappahannock 

Highway in Manquin held its 

grand opening on Saturday, 

March 10, 

  Owner Sal Volo  invited 

everyone to enjoy Radio Station 

K 95, a large jumpee for the 

children, a small car show and 

delicious food by Smokey 

Bottom BBQ, plus a large 

selection of trailers and lawn 

mowers. 

 Virginia Outdoors Center Holds Grand Opening 
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  Donôt Miss Another Issue! 
 

If you are not receiving 

t h e  C o u n t r y 

Courier and you 

live outside the 

community, you can 

subscribe for an Annual 

Rate of $30.00 (includes 

postage) and keep up with the latest 

news from King William and King 

and Queen counties.   

Publisherôs Message 
 

8014 Lee Davis Road, Mechanicsville 7̔46-8665 

A 120 Year  

Tradition of Caring  

 Bennett Funeral Home was established in 1897 to serve the needs of 

Richmond families.  Since then, this locally owned and operated business has con-

tinued to serve the community with its unique combination of caring and conven-

ience. 

 This tradition of excellence  can be seen in the four beautiful chapels lo-

cated throughout the Richmond area: centrally located on Cutshaw Avenue in the 

city, on Broad Street Road past Innsbrook,  serving the Hanover-Mechanicsville 

area on Lee-Davis Road and Chesterfield Chapel on Ashbrook Pkwy. in Chester-

field. All four facilities are under the personal direction of Charles D. Morehead, 

President. 

 In a time of need, you can turn to Bennett Funeral Home with trust and 

confidence.  It serves families of all faiths with personal service, before, during, 

and after.  There is a long tradition of professionalism and caring. 

 One way in which Bennett cares for families, is by offering a convenient 

and personalized pre-need program.  Through this program pre-need planning, you 

can spare your loved ones the burden of making decisions at an emotional time.  

Call Bennett Funeral Home at 746-8665 to schedule a pre-planning consultation.

BENNETT funeral home 

Caring Since 1897 

Story by Florence Cooke 

  On Sunday, March 25, 

2018, at 4 p.m., the Glory 

Bound Express of 

Colosse Baptist Church 

will hold a fundraiser for 

Amanda Johnson, a 38 

year old King William 

woman. 

  On March 30, 2017, 

Amanda went in the 

hospital for surgery to 

remove a brain tumor. 

She was supposed to be 

in and out of the hospital 

w i t h i n  a  w e e k . 

U n fo r t u na t e l y  s he 

s u f f e r e d  m a j o r 

compl icat ions f rom 

surgery and had a serious 

stroke that required more 

surgeries to keep her 

alive.  She was in the hospital for four weeks, most of that time spent in the ICU.  For 2 

½ months she was in rehabilitation. 

  Amandaôs daughter Parker was just nine months old when Amanda had her surgery. 

Due to the severity of her brain injury, the young mother has missed out on Parkerôs 

first birthday and the milestones of a small child, such as walking, talking and 

experimentation of the her new world. 

Now that Amanda is home, she is showing improvement each day but still has a long 

way to go. 

Please join the group for a wonderful afternoon of singing.  A love offering will be 

collected for Amanda and her family to help with extensive medical expenses. 

For further information, please contact Sarah Glazebrook at 804 ï 986 -8773. 

Glory Bound to hold Fundraiser for KW Woman 

  Only six more days until Spring. I know everyone is ready for some warm 

sunshine. If you are in good health at this very moment in your life you are 

truly blessed. It doesn't matter how wealthy or how smart you are it's how 

you feel physically and emotionally that's really important. Look at the 

beauty of a sunrise promising a new day and all the wonders it will hold. We 

have so much to be thankful for. Don't let negativity occupy any space in 

your mind. Life is a circle we all travel around, make your time the best you 

can. 
 



M a r c h  1 4 ,  2 0 1 8             T h e  C o u n t r y  C o u r i e r                                            p a g e  3  

 



P a g e  4                                             T h e  C o u n t r y  C o u r i e r                  W e d n e s d a y ,  M a r c h  1 4 ,  2 0 1 8  

 

Equine Talk Sponsored by: 

360 Hardware and T-Town Tack  

 

By Florence Cooke 

  The heavy winds from Friday, March 2 ï 

Sunday, March 4, kept the Walkerton Fire 

Department very busy. 

  About 2 p.m. on Friday afternoon, the 

department assisted Upper King and Queen 

Fire Department on a woods fire on Byrdôs 

Mill Road that burned a barn and farm 

equipment. Later that day they were 

dispatched to a woods fire that was 

threatening a home at the end of the road at 

the King and Queen Fish Hatchery. Central 

King and Queen Fire Department assisted 

on that call. 

  On Saturday afternoon a large woods fire 

on Stones Road in Walkerton burned about 

25 acres in a young pine plantation. That 

night a woods fire burned about three acres 

on Mantipike Road. 

  Around 5:30 p.m. on Sunday afternoon, 

Walkerton assisted West Point Volunteer 

Fire Department on a one acre brush fire 

off East St. Johnôs Church Road, off of 

Route 30. 

  Most of the fires started from downed 

power lines with trees on the lines. 

Heavy Winds keep Walkerton Fire Department Busy 

Whoôs the boss? 
 

 

By Allen Brintley and ñPipò 

 

  You have to be a good herd leader 

or boss when working with 

animals. You have to be fair, 

consistent and upbeat to get the 

most from them as well as staying 

safe. They will test you sometimes 

to make sure you are still worthy of 

being the leader. If you donôt keep 

the role of leader, then they will try 

to take over and lead you. A good 

boss listens to their input but 

always makes the final decision. 

Iôm reminded of a story about how 

unclear it is sometimes whoôs the 

boss. 

  There was an old farmer that was 

retiring and getting ready to sell his 

land. He knew that he had to get rid 

of all his animals so he decided to 

go to each house around his little 

town and give an animal to each 

one. At the houses where the man 

was the boss, he gave them a horse. 

At the houses where the woman 

was the boss, he gave them a 

chicken. Word was spreading about 

the old farmer that was giving 

away his animals. He got toward 

the end of town and saw a couple 

out working in the yard. The old 

farmer walked up and asked 

ñWhoôs the boss around here?ò The 

man said ñI am!ò The farmer said 

ñI have a black horse and a brown 

horse. Which one would you like?ò 

The man thought for a minute and 

said ñThe black horse.ò The manôs 

wife spoke up and said ñNo, no, 

no. Weôll take the brown one.ò So 

the old farmer looked at both of 

them and walked over and said 

ñHereôs your chicken!ò 

 

  Y o u  c a n  e m a i l  m e  a t 

Allen@TwinRiversRealty.com or 

call 690-7870. Iôll see you on the 

trails. 
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By Gene Campbell 

 

  Virginia's Agriculture in the Classroom 

program celebrated its Annual Agriculture 

Literacy Week March 5-9, and volunteers from 

the King William Farm Bureau along with 

community leaders were among the 

participants. On Tuesday March 6, these 

volunteers including some students from the 

King William FFA Chapter read to the children 

at Cool Spring Primary School, our future 

agricultural leaders. These volunteers read the 

book "These Bees Count!" by Alison Formento 

to the students and donated copies of the book 

along with a bag of goodies to the teachers. Bee 

Keepers also visited the classrooms and gave  a 

bottle of honey from King William Bees to the 

teachers.  

  "This gave us an opportunity to share 

agriculture with children and help them 

understand why it's so important in Virginia and 

right here in their community" said Nancy 

Johnson, a member of the King William Farm 

Bureau. Virginia AITC (Ag in The Class) is 

part of a nationwide effort to help teachers and 

students understand and appreciate agriculture 

which is Virginia's and the nation's largest 

industry. The AITC program is funded by 

donations received through the Virginia 

Foundation for Agriculture in the 

Classroom. For more information on supporting 

the foundation's educational initiatives, visit 

AgInTheClass.org and clink on the "Donor 

link". 

 Many thanks to the following volunteers, 

Mollie Gregory, Betsy Piersa, Elaine Dean, 

Nancy Johnson, Susan Hurley, Debbie and Ed 

Moren, Kelly Wimmer, Randy Kelly, 

Supervisors Bill Hodges and Travis Moskalski, 

Sheriff Jeff Walton, Gene Campbell, Rebecca 

Townsend, Tiffany Barber, Bryan Johnson, 

Howard Hill and FFA students Mattie Watkins 

and Andrew Wring, and Bee Keepers Luke 

Hallman, Charlie Piersa and Extension Agent 

Tracey Porter.    

King William Farm Bureau Celebrates Agriculture Week 

Farm Bureau Volunteer Tiffany Barber reads to 
the students at Cool Spring Primary School 

King William Farm Bureau President Charlie Piersa 
(center) demonstrates the use of a bee keeper outfit to the 

students as (left to right) FFA student Mattie Watkins, 

Kellie Wimmer, and teacher Melissa McConville listen.  
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Letters to the Editor 
Dear Editor, 

  A few weeks back something happened I'd like 

to share with you. I'd ordered several chords of 

split hardwood. The driveway was muddy, but 

we figured that night's 8 degree temperature 

would turn the surface into a sheet of ice as hard 

as an airport runway. The truck was here at first 

light, but the weather did not share our logic. The 

top ½ inch was solid ice, but under it was 6 

inches of mud. I wanted the wood dumped in my 

high dry spot, but along the way, the truck found 

a low spot and planted its tires like cinder blocks 

into a fresh foundation. All we could do was 

dump the load where it stood, and hope the 

empty truck could claw her way out.  

  Dump we did, yet stuck we stayed. Fortunately, 

the kind driver and his son never cursed their 

truck, or my mud, or me. We laughed it off, and 

used shovels, rope, chain, come-a-longs, and 

determination, but all we ended up doing was 

pulling saplings out by their roots, and slipping 

those tires in deeper.  

  We talked about a tow truck, but knew it would 

just get stuck. We needed a logging skidder - four 

drive tires wider than my shoulders and higher 

than my hat, powered by a 200 HP diesel. We 

called Mike Gibson and Sons Logging. Mikey 

showed up shortly. He yanked that ole' truck out 

like it was a Tonka toy, then he refused to take 

money, because he is a friend and neighbor.  

  The whole event made me glad to live in a 

positive community that looks out for each-other 

because it's the right thing to do. I am proud of 

those young men, and thought I'd write them a 

letter of thanks. A tip of the hat to you, fellas. If 

you need nice split hardwood call James Mundy, 

if you need an honest logger, call Mike Gibson 

and Sons.  

Thanks, friends  

Tom Rubino,  

King and Queen 

Dear Editor, 

The King William Public Schools Education 

Foundation (KWPSEF) is proud to be putting 

together our 8th Fine Arts Festival.  The event 

will take place at King William High School on 

April 21, 2018 from 11am-6pm.   Admission is 

$4 at the door for Adults and is Free to students 

and children. There will be amazing 

performances in the gym throughout the day by 

students and community groups, a silent auction 

in the library, concessions and entertainment in 

the cafeteria, as well as wonderful art throughout 

the building.  The purpose of the foundation is to 

build a Fine Arts Complex for King William 

County.  To learn more you can find us on 

Facebook. If you would like to see King William 

get an auditorium you can go online and sign our 

petition at https://www.change.org/o/

king_william_public_schools_education_founda

tion.  Also if you are a local business that would 

like to donate or help out please contact us at 

reneetmills@gmail.com This event has come to 

be a treasured part of the school year and we 

hope to see you all there on April 21, 2018. 

Renee Mills 

King William 

 

Dear Editor, 

Walkertonï A small community with a big heart   

   In 2011, the week of my 48th birthday, I 

became unexpectedly homeless. The details are 

unimportant.  Suffice it to say that my fiancé was 

no longer my fiancé and I was without a home. 

    In February of 2012, my benefactor came to 

me to say that he had a couple who wanted to 

rent his home but that they had a small place that 

I would be able to afford. He worked out all the 

details and I moved into my tiny house in 

downtown Walkerton on Easter Weekend April 

2012. The tiny house known as The Old Library 

is the property of the Walkerton Corporation and 

the rent was indeed affordable to me on my 

limited income. 

  Things were still tough but word of my plight 

spread through the community like wildfire.  The 

good people of Walkerton adopted me.  

Packages were left on my doorstep more times 

than I can count and it wasnôt just food.  Many 

times household goods and health & beauty 

supplies were left at my door along with gift 

cards for gas. 

  I also began receiving visits and invitations to 

join a quilting bee, the Friends of the Library, 

The Womenôs Club, and many others. A few 

members of Mitzpah United Methodist Church 

came to visit and invited me to attend their 

services whenever I couldnôt make it to my own 

church in Mechanicsville. Whenever I inquired 

of costs, dues, or fees I was always told that I 

would be their guest. The out-pouring of 

kindness, compassion, and generosity from the 

people in Walkerton gave me hope, restored my 

faith in mankind, and made it possible for me to 

slowly get back on my feet. 

  In an attempt to show my appreciation for all 

the kindnesses I began to volunteer at the 

Mitzpah Mobile Food Pantry, baked cookies for 

the Friends of the Library, the Mattaponi 

Volunteer Rescue Squad, the Walkerton Fire 

Department, and many other such organizations 

and people who make up the Walkerton 

community.  Whenever I learned of a neighbor 

in need I did whatever I could to assist as those 

who had assisted me even if it was just reading 

short stories to someone who was bedridden. 

  After reading the recent article about my 

landlord, Mr. Carroll Lee Walker, I was 

compelled to write.  Your article left out one key 

element about Mr. Walker that needs to be 

brought to light.  It is my humble opinion that 

Mr. Walker set the kindness/generosity bar 

pretty high and he has inspired the people of the 

Walkerton community to help their neighbors 

and watch out for one another. I believe they are 

the most generous, caring group of people I have 

ever come across. It IS a wonderful thing to 

renovate an awe-inspiring historical building.  It 

is a-whole-other thing to inspire people to be 

their very best selves, aid those in need, and 

inspire others to follow that lead. That is a 

legacy that will last far longer than any brick and 

mortar. 

  It is not possible to list every kindness I have 

received since moving here from Richmond in 

October 2011. There are just too many. What I 

can do is say ñThank youò. Thank you to ever 

one of the anonymous angels who came to my 

aid. Thank you to the people who took the time 

to visit me and invite me to various community 

activities and organizations. Thank you BIG 

time to Mr. Walker for inspiring the people of 

this community to be the best kind of people 

they can be. Most importantly, I want to thank 

God for putting me on a path that led me to this 

wonderful place. I love my tiny house. I love my 

tiny community with its big heart. I love the 

peoples of Walkerton and I love being a part of 

it. But mostly I love the spirit here, the heart of 

the place. I cannot imagine living anywhere else 

now nor can I imagine living somewhere where 

people do not look out for their neighbors. I 

guess you can say that I ñdrank the Walkerton 

Kool-Aidò and it was my honor. 

 

Dena M. Henderson in the 

Old Library 

Walkerton 
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King William County Schools will conduct a Kindergarten Registration 

at Cool Spring Primary School 7301 Acquinton Church Road, King William, VA 

 Thursday, April 19 th, from 9:00 AM-6:00 PM 

  The Veterans Memorial Park Committee 

recently set its 2018 memorial service 

for Sunday, May 27, 2018 at 3:00 

PM.  Reservations, however, for names of 

deceased veterans to be engraved on the 

monuments have a deadline of April 2, 2018. 

Names already reserved (if now deceased) will 

automatically be added, but persons interested 

in submitting new names must act now! 

  The Memorial Park (known as the Caleb and 

Mary Pollard Family Veterans Memorial Park) 

adjacent to the VFW Building on Route 30 in 

King William County was dedicated in 1999 to 

the youth of Caroline, Essex, Hanover, King & 

Queen and King William Counties. The 

community can be thankful for the vision of Lt. 

Colonel Lee Vessels, a past Commander of the 

VFW, who along with others helped to make 

the memorial park a reality. At present, over 

200 names of deceased veterans have been 

engraved on the existing monuments. 

  Plans for this yearôs program will be 

announced soon, but the focus now is to 

encourage new reservations to be made 

by April 2nd. This can be done by contacting 

members of VFW Post 9501 (Commander, 

James ñPoppyò Brown at 804-337-7029), the 

VFW Auxiliary (President, Frances Gwathmey 

at 804-994-2947), or you may call Program 

Chair, Percy E. Pollard, Sr., at 804-769-2222. 

As in the past, a Monument Inscription 

Reservations Form must be completed and 

submitted by April 2, 2018. 

  Persons who would like to ñhonorò a 

deceased veteran must act now! Thank you. 

 

VFW Memorial Park Reservations  

April 2, 2018 Deadline 

Kindergarten Registration 

On February 24, , several of the cadet and 

junior members of Mangohick Volunteer 

Fire Department successfully completed 

CPR training. We are proud of those who 

have taken this step to serve our great 

community. Interested cadet/junior 

applicants (ages 13-17) can call the 

program leader at  804-869-9571 or 

email Melissa.kenney@mangohickfire.com.

  Interested applicants (18 and over) can 

c a l l  8 0 4 - 9 9 4 - 9 8 0 0  o r 

email membership@mangohickfire.com.  

We thank those who serve our community! 

(Back row) Will Reed, Taylor Morrow, Trinity 

Shumate, Cassidy Messer, Kenneth Whalen (Front 

row) Paul Hunsinger and Makenzie Heller 

Mangohick Volunteer 

Fire Department Dear Editor,   

  We picked up 15 huge bags of litter on a mile 

stretch of road on East Spring Forest. It took us 

two and a half hours with 4 adults and 4 

kids. The county only would provide bags, 

vests, and grabbers. They said they do not have 

the means to pick up litter, and when I called 

VDOT, they suggested I Adopt a Highway, but 

it only could be on certain stretches of the 

road. VDOT says they pick up some litter 

before they mow, about twice a year, but not 

everything. We picked up about a hundred 

broken and whole beer bottles and cans. I have 

watched people travel with barrels without tops 

in the backs of their trucks, and trash flies out 

as they drive down the road. I have seen people 

just throw their discarded fast food bags out the 

window. We have a litter prevention 

department but what do they do? Has anyone 

noticed the amount of trash on Route 30? I am 

disgusted by the lack of action on this issue. 

What should we do next? 8 people can't pick 

trash up in the entire county. 

Bekah Davis  

King William 

Dear Editor, 
  Will people die?  The BAD News is  the 

Board of Supervisors (4-1) cancelled the 

LifeCare EMT Service effective June 

31st , with NO alternative EMT service in 

place.  

  The good news is that at the County Fire 

Chiefôs February meeting; with Our 

County  Fire Chief and Supervisor of the 

2nd District promised to have, 6 full-time new-

hire EMTôs in place by that time, at a cost 

around $1.100,000 (million) These 6 positions 

are NOT currently approved or funded.  Fear 

NOT the current 'approved Plan' will take 

money  from each of the VFDôs to pay for the 

6 new-hires.  

  Least you forget; we have no approved 

funding for Station 4 yet, and or its new Fire 

Equipment. Do you think that our Chief will 

have a difficult time finding 6 qualified EMT's 

by July 1st?  Not likely with the promises 

already made to a select few. And donôt worry 

current VFDôs, the Proposal has $10,000 for all 

of you, as recognition. 

  I encourage you to let your Supervisor know 

what you think about this. It will pass, no 

doubt, the Chiefôs, and Supervisors of Districts 

One, Two, and Three have backed you into a 

corner. 

  Hey how about that óspecial interestô Forestry 

Exemption of $600,000+ being closed to fund 

the increases in the School Budget? Which is 

more important to you; our kids education or a 

special interest tree farmer? 

  Unlike several other Supervisors; I believe we 

should all pay the same property taxes. Letôs 

help with the homeownerôs heavy lift of 

property taxes 

Regards 

Dave Hansen 

KWBOS 

District 4 

Letters, continued 

Letters to the Editor 
   We welcome signed letters to the editor. Each 

letter must carry the writers signature, full valid 
address, and daytime phone number. We reserve the 

right to edit for accuracy, brevity, clarity, legality, 

and taste. We do not guarantee that every letter 
received will be published. Letters reflect the 

opinions and positions of the writers and not The 

Country  Courier. 

tel:(804)%20337-7029
tel:(804)%20994-2947
tel:(804)%20769-2222
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Girl Scouts Troop 1132 set up Cookie Booth at Rayzway Express. Thank you to the employees and thier 

customers for their support.  

Got Your Fish Fry Tickets Yet? Girl Scout Cookies 
  Well, time is getting short to get 

your ticket for the 77th Annual King 

William Ruritan Club Fish 

Fry.  This annual rite of spring is 

always on the second Tuesday of 

April at the club facilities on Rt. 30 

(3 miles south of Central Garage). 

This year the event is on April 

10th. Old friends will gather to 

reminisce about years past and new 

acquaintances will be made.  Gates 

open at 3 p.m. and the fun lasts till 7 

p.m.  Get there early to enjoy some 

delicious clam chowder, hush 

puppies and pork skins while you 

listen to some live "pickin' and 

grinnin'" country/bluegrass music 

by Van Walker and friends.  At 5 

p.m. club members will serve up 

some "delicious vittles" consisting of catfish, shad roe, cole slaw, crispy bacon and hush puppies...all 

washed down with your favorite golden beverages.   

  Tickets are $25 each and available at King William Pharmacy, Union Bank and King William Tire in 

Manquin, Essex Bank and Sonabank in Central Garage, 360 Hardware, and West Store in Hanover...or 

see any Ruritan member or call 363-1781. You can also purchase tickets online and get information at: 

kingwilliamruritan.org or facebook.com/KingWilliamRuritan. Some of the proceeds go back to the 

community in the form of donations to charitable organizations.  Don't wait too late to get your 

ticket...they are going fast!!   

 

Ruritan members (left to right) Steve Mitchell, Bob Murray, Mike 
Morrison and Billy Robinson prepare the clam chowder.      


